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What can I Learn about God from His Friendships? 
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 It's been said that you are known by the company you keep. My mom used that expression on me and probably your mom used that same expression on you. Their purpose was to warn us that we need to be wise in choosing our friends.
So, as I thought about that expression this week, I wanted to explore who God chose as his friends and what can I learn about God from His friendships.

I quickly discovered in Exodus 33:11, that God says that He talks with Moses face to face as a man talks with his friend. So God was saying Moses was his friend.  

In 2 Chronicles 7 God drove out the inhabitants of the Promised Land and gave that land to the Israelites because Abraham was God’s friend.
God took the Kingdom of Israel out of the hands of Saul and put in into the hands of David because the Bible says that David was a man after God’s own heart. King David was God’s friend.

And then in the New Testament Jesus refers to Himself in both the Gospels of Matthew and Luke as a friend to publicans and sinners.

If I didn’t know better I would say that Jesus didn’t follow my mother’s advice. On the surface, it appears that He was not very careful in choosing his friends.

Abraham lied about his wife being his sister twice to the Pharaohs of Egypt. We all know that Moses killed an Egyptian. David lusted after Bathsheba, took her as his own, and then had her husband killed in the heat of battle. And then when Jesus was incarnate in the flesh, He didn’t hang out with the church crowd but chose to be a friend of sinners.  

So if on the surface God does not appear to be very careful in choosing His friends; so why does He choose the friend He chooses? If I can figure that out then I can learn something about God. And that is what I want to do today- “What can I learn about God from His friendships?”
Body:

1. I learn about God from His relationships that He is above all things redemptive.
John 3:16 (NIV) 
16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

A. God claimed Abraham, Moses, David and the publicans and sinners as His friends. And the common element between these people is that they all were in need a Savior. Each one was in need of redemption. Not a single one could save themselves. Not a single one was good enough to earn God’s pleasure on their own merit.  I learned that God chooses His friendships based our need for redemption.
B. Here the interesting thing to me though. The Bible clearly teaches me that Jesus is head of the church; and the church is the body of Christ. Jesus by his friendships shows that above all things that He is indeed redemptive but many times His own church is uncaring and sometimes downright condemning.

C. We don’t pray for each other like we should; we have pray list each week for you to pray over but I won’t embarrass you by asking how many people pray over this list. It is a sign we are uncaring. 
D. There are times that God is a lot more forgiving than His church is. You mess up and sometimes the church is the first to show no mercy. It picks up the stone and wants to throw it despite the words of the Lord “he who is without sin throw the first stone.”
E. If Bala Chitto is to become the church God desires here first we have to be caring and secondly we have to be redemptive to everyone. Bala Chitto needs to be known as a place that welcomes people who have messed up with open arms and not a condemning heart.

2. I learn about God from His relationships that He is personable. 
Luke 12:6-7 (NIV) 
6 Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. 
7 Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 

A. God referred to Himself more often than not as the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob rather than referring to Himself as the God of the Jews or the God of the Hebrew nation. He made individual friendships with Abraham, Moses and David in the Old Testament and in the New Testament He became a friend of sinners.
B. Jesus, Himself, tells of a parable about 100 sheep. Ninety nine are safely secured but one is missing. The shepherd leaves the 99 and goes and looks for the one that is missing. And the purpose of the parable is to remind me that God is personally concerned about me.

C. I know from reading the Scriptures that Jesus died for my sins. He rose from the grave so that I can share with Him the benefits of heaven. He has gone to prepare a place for me. And one day, He is going to return to come get me.

D. I can remember when I fell in love with Anne it was like she was the only one in the room. I am sure that there were other people around but I only had eyes for Anne. God tells me that He has eyes for me. When I come into His presence it is like I am the only one there. And He can make me feel like that because He is God.   
E. Today, I may not have self worth because I have been beaten down by this world; or I have been beaten down by my family; or worse yet, I may have beaten myself down but God choosing to have a personal relationship with me should raise me up from the miry clay and give me value. I might not be valuable to anyone here but I am valuable to God and He desires to know me personally.
F. I learn from God’s relationships with Abraham, Moses and David that He wants to know me personally.

3.  I learn about God from His relationships that He is a totally committed to me.
John 15:13 (NIV) 
13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 

A. How committed was He to the relationship with Abraham? Totally! He promised Abraham that his descendants will be as the sands of the seashore. How committed was He to the relationship with Moses? Totally! He says that He will be a cloud by day and fire by night to lead Moses to the Promised Land.  How committed was He to the relationship with David? Despite all the problems David had in his life (and he had many) the Messiah would sit on David’s throne.

B. How committed is God to me? Totally committed! The New Testament tells me no greater love than this that a person lay down his life for his friend. And Jesus laid down His life for me.

C. So that leaves me with a question? How committed am I to His friendship? When I make it to church two out of four times a month on average then I am not very committed to Him. When I only pick up my Bible to read it occasionally I would say that I am not very committed to Him. When my longest prayers of the day are over the meal then I am not very committed to Him. 

D. If I see some ones lack of commitment then I tend to back off some myself. But thank God He doesn’t. Even when I have put Him in the backseat of my life, He is totally committed to me. 

E. I learn from His relationships of His commitment to me.

4. I learn about God from His relationships that He is generous.
Ephesians 1:14 (NIV) 
14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory. 

A. Throughout the New Testament Jesus promises that His inheritance is our inheritance. What He has He shares with us. It says that we are joint heirs with Him. In the Old Testament He tells me that His mercies are new everyday. God is indeed generous and His generosity is shown to me.
B. I wonder how generous I am to God. Am I generous in giving my time to God? Am I generous in my giving to the church and to those in need? What I know is that God is much more generous with me than I am with Him.

Conclusion:

I am so glad today that Jesus has not followed my mother’s advice of being careful as to whom He chose as His friends.

If He followed my mother’s advice then Abraham Moses and David and those New Testament sinners would not have been His friends. And I would never had know how redemptive, how personably, how committed and how generous God is toward me.

Maybe today I need to look at my life and see how I am to God. Does my life show that I am God’s friend? What characteristics do I see in my life that I can say gives evidence that I am God’s friend?

Let us pray!    
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