You Don’t Stand a Chance Fighting God

Numbers 31
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INTRODUCTION:

There are some fights we ought not to pick because we don’t stand a chance of winning. If we attempt to fight God- now there is a fight that we don’t stand a chance of winning.
But yet in the Bible there are examples after examples of people trying to fight God. We come now to Numbers 31 the people of Moab have already taken their best shot at God and now God takes His punch at them.
Remember, the Moabites best shot at God. Balak, their king, had hired Balaam, the prophet, to curse the people of Israel. But God would not let him do it. Time after time Balak takes Balaam to different places so that he could curse Israel and each time, he couldn’t. Finally, Balaam gives him another way to attack the Israelites and that is to send his women down to them and allow the Israelites to commit harlotry with them and then they will water down their pursuit of their God by worshipping false gods with the women of Moab. Now, that was their best punch.
Now, in verse 31, God throws His punch and we call it “vengeance”. 

BODY:

1. Take vengeance on the Midianites. Vs 1-2 Vengeance is always spoken of in the Bible as a positive characteristic of God. It is not ever seen in the Bible as the “dark side of God.” 
Romans 12:19 (NIV) 
19 Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord. 

A. What we have to be very careful of is thinking that we are God’s chosen instruments to carry out His revenge. In this case God spoke this to Moses; Moses knew God as a friend; and Moses actually heard the voice of God telling Him to take vengeance.  God could have brought Moses home and told Joshua but he did not want any chance of miscommunication.
B. What is the difference between God’s vengeance and the Islamite Jihad or Holy War?

Another way of saying it is: what is the difference between what God is commanding here in Numbers 31 and the Islamites are doing today?


1. God’s vengeance is very narrow and based upon clearly defined acts against God. The holy war, Jihad, is a very broad war and it is an ongoing war. There is no stopping point until the last infidel is destroyed.   

2. The holy war’s message is conversion by conquest. The Christian message is conversion by the Good News of Jesus.

2. Moses organizes the army to battle Midian.

VS. 3-5.

A. 1,000 men from each tribe; 12,000 men in total.

3. The battles fought, Midian defeated and the spoils are taken. Verses 6-11

A. Phinehas, the priest went with the nation into battle. Phinehas went with the holy things and the signal trumpets.

B. All the males were killed and the women and children were taken as servants with all their possessions taken as spoil.

C. They killed the kings plus Balaam. 

Numbers 23:10 (NIV) 
10 Who can count the dust of Jacob or number the fourth part of Israel? Let me die the death of the righteous, and may my end be like theirs!" 

He died with the unrighteous of Moab because he had no interest living the life of the righteous.

Jude 1:11 (NIV) 
11 Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they have rushed for profit into Balaam's error; they have been destroyed in Korah's rebellion. 

Selling God out for money is always very dangerous. 
What shows me that God was the one taking vengeance is that in vs. 49 it is reported not a single Israelite died. All the males of Moab are killed and no a single Israelite.

4. The captives, the booty and the spoils are brought back to the camp. Verses 12-20
A. Moses is angry because the army left the women alive. They failed to see the great danger in keeping these women alive despite the fact that it was the Moabite women who caused them to worship false gods in the first place.

B. Aren’t we often tripped up by things that we consider not dangerous but in the end they come back to bite us. These women were probably more dangerous than the men and God made no provision for their being kept alive. 

C. So Moses orders every woman who knew a man intimately was to be killed. Every male child had to be killed because according to their culture the boys after they had grown would have to avenge their father’s death and to continue the Midianite culture.

D. The Israelites had to purify anything that had come into contact with the Moabite spoils.

5. The purification of the spoils. Vs 21-24

A. Some items were to be purified by fire. The same principle applies in the NT. 

1 Corinthians 3:13 (NIV) 
13 his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work. 

B. Other items are purified by water. The same principle applies in the NT.

1 Corinthians 3:13 (NIV) 
13 his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work. 

Ephesians 5:25-27 (NIV) 
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 
26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 
27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 

6. The spoil is divided among the soldiers and the nation at large. Vs 25-54.

A. The spoils divided into two parts; those who went to war and all the other people. Men of war: a portion would go to God- one in every 500 would go to the Lord as an offering. All others- one of every fifty would go to the Levites as an offering.
B. The total spoils were 675,000 sheep; 72,000 cattle; 61,000 donkeys; 32,000 persons.

C. The men of war got 337,500 sheep; cattle were 36,000; donkeys were 30,500 and the persons were 16,000. Out of this the Lord got 675 sheep; 72 cattle; and 32 persons.

D. And the children of Israel got 337,500 sheep; 36,000 cattle; 30,500 donkeys and 16,000 persons.  Out of this the Levites got 6,750 sheep; 720 cattle; 610 donkeys and 32 people.
E. Then all the gold that was found was given to God as an offering. And it became a memorial for the children of Israel.
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