Yes, Yes, and Yes Again

1 Corinthians 1:20-22


[image: image1.wmf]Introduction:
We live in a world of two many broken promises. Does anybodies word mean anything any more? Can anybody truly be trusted to do what they say? 

We hear promises made and not kept all the time. The telephone rings and the telephone surveyor says: “This will take only a minute of your time.” I go to my doctor and his nurse comes in with this gigantic shot and says: “This will not hurt a bit.” I turn on my television and it tells me: “I can lose 20 pounds in 20 days.” So far it hasn’t worked!
 And as a result we have been conditioned to disbelieve. We are skeptical! If it sounds too good to be true then it usually is.

And that is the background that makes this morning’s Scripture so amazing to me.  

2 Corinthians 1:20-22 (NIV) 
20 For no matter how many promises God has made, they are "Yes" in Christ. And so through him the "Amen" is spoken by us to the glory of God. 
21 Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, 
22 set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

We all know about broken promises- how they hurt us deeply; they leave us empty inside and make us less trusting next time but here in this passage of Scripture there is hope because the One who is making the promises is none other than God Himself.
And so because it is God who is making me some promises I want to know everything I can about these promises.

Body:

1.  These are promises I can count on because they are rooted in God’s Unchanging Nature.
20 For no matter how many promises God has made, they are "Yes" in Christ.
Hebrews 6:17 (NIV) 
17 Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. 
A. I might make a promise to do something for you and so you call me and ask me if I did it. I might respond, “I am going to do it but I didn’t get around to it today. I promise I will do it tomorrow.” Sadly, my promises shift.

B. Not only do not promises shift but they also change. I might have promised something to you when things were going well between us. But since I promised it- we have had our problems and now I am thinking I don’t want to carry out my promise I made to you.

C. Not true with God. The promises that God makes don’t depend upon me it depends upon God. He possesses perfect integrity; there is a consistency about God so many of us lack.  As your pastor I have seen many of you go through periods where you are on fire for God and then all of a sudden you cool off and I don’t see you for a while. There is no consistency. 
D. The other reason I know that God will keep His promises is because of His Unchanging Nature. God promised in the Garden after the Fall that He would send Jesus in the world. When God was destroying the earth by rain during the days of Noah not once did God think I am not sending Jesus to these people. Not once when the Israelites were leaving Jehovah God to worship pagan idols did God think I am not going to send Jesus for them. Not once when Jesus came to earth and His own people rejected Him did God say enough is enough and bring Jesus back home to heaven. And not even when Jesus prayed in the Garden let this cup pass from me did the Father think about removing the cup. The Father couldn’t; He made me a promise. God’s nature is unchanging. He promised me Christmas and He delivered.
2. These promises I can count on because the Father sent His Son to carry them out.
20 For no matter how many promises God has made, they are "Yes" in Christ.
A. I make you a Promise and I get someone else to help me carry out my promise for you. Then my promise to you can only be as good as the person I get to help me carry out my promise.
B. God the Father made us promises. He gets help to fulfill His promises but he didn’t go to the angels ask one of them to help Him fulfill His promise to us. He didn’t go to the most spiritual person on earth and ask them for their help. He did not even run to the government and ask for their assistance. 
C. Instead, He went to the only One who could fulfill His promise to me exactly like He had made it. He went to Jesus- His Only Son and He told Him that I have made a promise and I need You to carry it out for Me. And the quality of the promise did not change one bit because if you know Jesus then you know the Father because they are One. 

C.  God sent His Son on Christmas to carry out the promises that He has made to me. That’s what Christmas is all about God making good on His promises to me. 

3.   These promises are so incredible because they take me from death to life and from life to eternal life and they require nothing of me. 

21 Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, 
22 set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

A. Most of the promises that I make are conditional. If I go to the furniture store and see a nice sofa that I want I promise to pay for it when they deliver it to my home. My promise is conditional it is based upon both of us doing something. Notice God’s promise it is unconditional. It does not depend upon me, it depends only upon God.

B. In fact, we don’t do well with making unconditional promises. Marriage is one. I am to love, honor and cherish my spouse no matter if they love, honor and cherish me back. But what happens: so many marriages end in divorce because “I feel my spouse is not giving me what I want out of this marriage.”

C. I also want you to notice the size of God’s promise to me. It is huge! He does not start with something small and work His way up. He works with the biggest of promises and says to me if I can be trustworthy here, I can be trustworthy in your life in small things.

D. We usually disk out a little trust to someone and built it up over time as they prove themselves trustworthy. God says, I am trustworthy. Let’s not waste any time I will be trustworthy in the big things so you will know I am trustworthy in the small things. Now, come to me with those small things you need to trust me with. 
E. What is also so incredible about God’s promises to me is the timing of His Promises. He began making His promise to me in the Garden after mankind had fallen. He made it to me when Romans says I was his enemy.  He made it to me when the people were ignoring the prophets of God and following after false gods. He made it to me when His own people were rejecting His teachings. He made His promises to me on the cross as He hung dying asking the Father to forgive them. God made all his promises to me under the worst of circumstances. 
F. Think about it: do we make promises to do good to those who hurt us? Do we make promises to pray for those who despise us? Do we make promises to be giving to those who steal from us? Jesus did. Christmas is about good in a world bent on doing evil.
4. My response should be a confidence  “Amen” so be it!
20 …And so through him the "Amen" is spoken by us to the glory of God. 

A. When we are listening to a sermon and say  “Amen” to what the preacher is saying it is a statement of confidence in God. It is saying that we know God’s Word won’t change.

B. When we say “Amen” at the end of our prayers we are saying with confidence that God has heard our prayers and God is now at work to do His will in our life.

C. When we say “Amen” collectively together in worship we are saying that there is a sense of loyalty and unity in our fellowship.

D. And when we say “Amen” when we talk about Christmas and the birth of Christ we are confirming all the wonderful unconditional promises God has given us. So Christmas is Amen, Amen and Amen again.   

Conclusion:
If I can trust Him with such great promises can I not trust Him with the smaller things of life? Today, I invite you during this invitation time to take a token bring it to the altar and tell God specifically what you are trusting Him for this Christmas season.

Christmas is Amen, Amen, Amen.

Let us pray!
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