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Would You want Anyone to Turn Out Spiritually Just Like You?

2 Timothy 3:14
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I want to begin this morning by asking you a couple of questions. Would you want your children to turn out spiritually just like you turned out?  Would you want your best friend to turn out spiritually just like you turned out? Would you want anyone to turn spiritually out just like you turned out?
If we are honest, some of us in this room would have to answer “no”; I haven’t been the example that I need to be. Well, the Apostle Paul in just one verse of Scripture tells us what it takes to turn that around. He tells us what it takes to become the example we need to be and I want to share that with you this morning. 
Turn with me in your Bibles to 2 Timothy 3:14

2 Timothy 3:14 (NIV) 
14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 
Body:

1.  Don’t focus on changing others; look at changing you.
14 But as for you…
A. If we are going to be the people God wants us to be, we need to focus on changing ourselves. We got to quit saying: I’ll change after he changes or she changes. I have to change.

B. Jesus put it pretty bluntly: why are you worried about the speck in your brother’s eye when you have a log in your own? 
C. Some of us in this room need to change. It doesn’t matter if your spouse changes. It does not matter if your best friend changes. It does not matter if your child changes. You have got to change.

2.  It is not what you learned about Jesus that matters but rather it is what have you done with what you have learned that matters.
(14) …continue in what you have learned…

A.  We are probably the most informed generation about Jesus and what He has done for us than any other generation before us. But probably we are the least Christian generation that has existed on this side of the cross. 
B. We are probably the most knowledge congregation in the history of this church concerning Jesus and His Word. But probably we act like the least Christian congregation in the history of this church. Some of you if your parents or grandparents knew how you were living they would be ashamed of you.
C. Today, your children are not looking at what you know about Jesus they are looking at what you are doing? Today, your unbelieving spouse is not fooled by your preaching to them; they are inspecting your life. Today, that friend you have been witnessing to is watching how you handle that trial you are going through. 

d. Paul tells us continue in what you have learned. Do something with what you have learned. Quit taking notes about Jesus and start allowing Jesus to live through you.

3.  We have got to quit letting everything pull us away from our fellowship with Jesus.
(14) …and have become convinced of…

A. Obviously this generation is not convinced that Jesus is the most important person in their life. If He is the most important person in our life we would not be as easily persuaded to miss church as we are now.  A relative calls and says they are coming over Sunday afternoon and what do we do we miss church because we got to get the house cleaned up for them.

B. If we were convinced that Jesus is the most important person in our life we would not go to some of the places we go to. I am going to tell you right now some of you are going to be very embarrassed the Day of the Rapture because Jesus is going to come for you and you are going to be in the wrong place.

C. If we were convinced that Jesus is the most important person in our life we wouldn’t be watching some of the things that we watch. How can a Christian sit through a show that uses God’s name in vain without their spirit being tormented is beyond me!

Conclusion
Today we are going to ordain two people into the deacon ministry. I think it is the right think for this church at this time. 

I have charged you as a church to be the Christian church you need to be; to be the Christian that you need to be in your home and at your work. We all have missed the mark and need some adjustment.

There is a standard that is set. It is God’s standard; it is a holy standard. And He is not going to change it because we don’t meet it. Rather He is going to challenge us to stretch ourselves to move closer to that standard. Will you do that today? 

Now, Bro Toxie Smith will come and charge our two deacon candidates.  
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