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Introduction:

When I was a young boy in school, one of my favorite games to play at recess was kick ball. The pitcher would roll the ball toward you and you would run up and kick it. If the ball went out of bounce the other team would yell “do-over” and you would have to go back to the plate and try kicking it again. 

Long before there was the do-over of kickball, God has been giving people the chance to “do-over” except that we generally call it “Second Chances.” He gives each one of us Second Chances and in fact we desperately need His Second Chances.

We might need His Second Chance to deal with an unforgiving spirit that we might have toward some one. We might need His Second Chance to do what He asked us to do His Way this time rather than the way we did it the first time. We might need His Second Chance to do what we promised God we would do if He did something for us. We might need His Second Chance to take a look at that unconfessed sin in our life and do something about it before He does.
In our passage of Scripture today, God gives a Second Chance. A Second Chance not to someone like you and me but to a tree, a fig tree. And in giving this tree a Second Chance He teaches us about the Second Chances that He gives to us.
And so today we want to explore what God teaches us when He gives a fig tree a Second Chance.

Turn in your Bible to Luke 13:6-9.

Luke 13:6-9 (NIV) 
6 Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any. 
7 So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, 'For three years now I've been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?' 
8 "'Sir,' the man replied, 'leave it alone for one more year, and I'll dig around it and fertilize it. 
9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.'" 

Body:
1. God will give me a Second Chance when I am not doing what I should be doing.

Luke 13:7 (NIV) 
7 So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, 'For three years now I've been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?' 

A. When we think about Second Chances we generally think about doing something wrong and God giving us the opportunity to correct it- to change what we have done wrong. 
B. But in our parable today the fig tree did nothing wrong. It just didn’t do something. It didn’t produce figs. And it needed a Second Chance from God because it didn’t do something.
C. Today, maybe God is giving us a Second Chance not because we doing something wrong but because we are not doing what we should be doing.

D. Maybe I should have gone to the altar last week but I didn’t. Maybe I should have volunteered to help with VBS but I didn’t. Maybe I should have called someone I knew who was hurting and given them an encouraging word but I didn’t. May be I should have broke away from my busy schedule to help someone who really could use the help but I didn’t.
E. In each case, you didn’t do anything wrong- you just didn’t do anything. And God says you need a Second Chance. And that bothers me because God just made the Christian life a hard life to live. Not only do I have to be concerned about doing the wrong thing; I also have to be concerned about doing the right thing.
F. I just can’t sit in my pew do nothing and think everything is alright between God and me. The fig tree just stood tall in the middle of vineyard and did nothing and it wasn’t alright for the fig tree. And it is not alright for us to avoid doing the wrong thing and neglect doing the right thing.
2. God will give me a Second Chance because He has me right where He wants me to be.
Luke 13:6 (NIV) 
6 Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any. 

A. That fig tree was planted there because somebody wanted that tree to be there. In other words, it had a reason to be where it was. It wasn’t by accident that this fig tree sprung up where it did. It was by purpose; it was by design.
B. If God will say that about a tree then I have to believe even more that God plants us where He wants us to be.  I am where I am by purpose. I am where I am by design of God.

C. Now what does that mean to me?  God has placed me as pastor of Bala Chitto Baptist Church. God placed me in the marriage to my wife. God has placed me in my job at McComb School District.
D. We need to quit belly aching that I don’t like where I am.  I don’t like my job or I don’t like my spouse or I don’t like my church. Today, if you don’t like where you are I am here to tell you that you have a problem with God because He has placed you where you are. And He wants to give you a Second Chance to blossom right where He planted you.
E. The owner wasn’t going to move the fig tree to a different location to see if it will do better. He was going to see if the tree did any better right where it was planted. It may not the location that is the problem; it maybe that the problem is you.
3. God will give me a Second Chance because He has a unique purpose and a plan for my life. 
Luke 13:7 (NIV) 
7 So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, 'For three years now I've been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?' 

A. The land owner says that there is a unique purpose and plan for that tree. That tree was planted right where it was planted so that it could produce figs.
B. I have a real problem with Christian men and women who say that their life has no meaning or purpose. That is a contradiction of Scripture:

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) 
11 For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 

C. God says that He has plans for our life. If He didn’t have plans for your life there is no reason to keep you here. Or if you are not fulfilling His plans for your life He also says there is no reason to keep you here.  He tells the caretaker if it does not produce fruit next year cut it down.
D. It maybe that we are fulfilling God’s plans and don’t even realize it. Maybe God’s plan for your life is that you be the best wife or husband you can be. Maybe God’s plan for your life is that you show your Christianity where you work. Maybe God’s plan for your life is that you model to your child a different way to live than he sees from his friend’s parent.

4. God will give me a Second Chance because He is willing to do what it takes to straighten me out.

Luke 13:8 (NIV) 
8 "'Sir,' the man replied, 'leave it alone for one more year, and I'll dig around it and fertilize it. 
A. The caretaker tells the owner of the vineyard give me some time to straighten this tree out. I think I know what needs to be done to get this tree producing fruit.

B. God knew exactly what Jonah needed to straighten him out the second time.  The first time Jonah disobeyed God and he fled in the opposite direction. The Second Time he had a great fish get a hold of him and Jonah yielded and went to Nineveh to preach as God asked. God knew exactly what it was going to take to get Jonah to Nineveh.

C.  In each one of our lives God knows what it is going to take to get us to turn our lives around. Some people in this church today maybe feeling the chastisement of God in their life because God is doing what he needs to do to turn your life around. And you are uncomfortable and don’t like it but this is God’s Second Chance to you.

5. God will give me a second change because when I stand before Him in judgment He never wants to hear “you didn’t give me a chance.”

Luke 13:8-9 (NIV) 
8 "'Sir,' the man replied, 'leave it alone for one more year, and I'll dig around it and fertilize it. 
9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.'" 

 A.  The fig tree had four chances. The first three years the owner went to inspect the fig tree and there was no figs. In the fourth year the caretaker worked with the tree to get it to produce fruit.  It basically had four chances.
B. How many chances does God give us to accept Jesus as our Savior? How many chances does God give you to change your life and start living the way that you should? How many chances does God give you to put down those drugs and start living for Him? The only thing I can tell you with certainty is that the number of chances you get is more than one. 

C. Today, when we give the invitation this might be your last chance. After this, God is finished dealing with you. For the owner of the vineyard four chances for the fig tree was more than enough.
6. God will give me a second chance because people can change when they surrender to Him.

Luke 13:8-9 (NIV) 
8 "'Sir,' the man replied, 'leave it alone for one more year, and I'll dig around it and fertilize it. 
9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.'" 

A. Jesus does something a little strange in this parable. He doesn’t give us the conclusion. He doesn’t tell us what happens when the owner of the vineyard comes back in the forth year to inspect the tree. Does he find no fruit on the tree or does he find fruit on the tree? We are not given the answer.
B.   If God is dealing with you today I will not know what the conclusion will be. It is not yet written. I don’t know if you will surrender to Him or just keep on living like you have in the past. 
C. I don’t know in this parable if that tree is going to receive that fertilizer and start producing fruit. I don’t know if that tree will reject that fertilizer and stay barren.

D. But I do know it was given a Second, Third and Forth Chance with the owner of the vineyard. And today God is giving you a Second Chance, a Third Chance or a Forth Chance or even a greater number of chances. We just don’t know how many chances we are going to get. Will you receive your chance today or will you reject it?

Let us pray!
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