Why Listen to Him?

Introduction:
Let’s begin this morning by reading our passage of Scripture. Please stand!

John 10:14-20 (NIV) 
14 "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me-- 
15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father--and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 
17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life--only to take it up again. 
18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father." 
19 At these words the Jews were again divided. 
20 Many of them said, "He is demon-possessed and raving mad. Why listen to him?" 

In our passage of Scripture this morning the Jews of Jesus’ day ask the question that we all must ask ourselves. “Why listen to Him?” Why listen to this Jesus?

And Jesus’ answer was that I am going to lay down my own life and I am going to take it back up again. Jesus is saying to us that I am going to die and the grave is not going to hold me. And that is exactly what Jesus did and that is why we celebrate Resurrection Sunday.
His death was no ordinary death but He was no ordinary person. Before He gave up His Spirit, He took upon Himself the sins of the world and paid the penalty for what you and I have done wrong. He was laid in a borrowed grave, and three days later He arose to live forever more.

Why listen to Him? Because He did exactly what He said He would do! Only one has died and Resurrected as He has said never to die again. And if I believe that today, and I do with all my heart, then I must answer “YES” to the Jews’ question. I will listen to Jesus!
And so let’s explore what is He telling us since we are listening?
Body:

1. If I am listening like I should be listening, Jesus will tell me very clearly who He is. And my response should be: I believe because you did die and rise from the grave just like You said.

John 10:14-15 (NIV) 
14 "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me-- 
15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father--and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

A. Jesus says I am the Good Shepherd. We may picture someone in a field guarding sheep when we hear that passage read to us. But when Jesus describes Himself as the Good Shepherd, the picture was completely different for the Jew.

B.   As early as Genesis, the Jews knew that God described Himself as a shepherd.

Genesis 49:24 (NIV) 
24 … the Mighty One of Jacob, because of the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel, 

 And then there is the Psalm of David that says:

Psalms 80:1 (NIV) 
1 Hear us, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock; you who sit enthroned between the cherubim, shine forth 

And we must not forget most of us favorite psalm.

Psalms 23:1 (NIV) 
1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 

C. And so when Jesus says that He is the Good Shepherd, He is telling them and us He is the Messiah. Jesus is telling us that He is God. Are you listening?
D. Do you recognize Him as Lord of your Life? Or do you see Him as some historical person who lived and died and we just gather together to celebrate the type of life He lived?
E. Jesus is God – no doubt about it.

2. If I am listening like I should be listening, Jesus will tell me very clearly who I am. And my response should be: I believe You know me better than I know myself because you did die and rise from the grave just like You said.

John 10:16 (NIV) 
16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 

A. He refers to me as a sheep. Being a city boy, I never been up close and personal to a sheep so I can not tell you a whole bunch about them.

B. But Isaiah in the Old Testament sounds like he knew sheep pretty well and look how He describes them.

Isaiah 53:6 (NIV) 
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

It sounds like Isaiah is describing you and me as rebellious and stubborn. It sounds like if we have a choice of doing it God’s way or our way that we will chose to do it our way. It sounds like Isaiah is telling us that we get off the spiritual tract more than we stay on it. 
C. Today, are you going to agree with God as He describes us - rebellious and stubborn or you are going to paint a different picture of yourself? If you can agree with me that you are rebellious and stubborn than you are going to need Jesus’ leadership in your life. People who can not see themselves as rebellious and stubborn only need a part time God or no God at all. And God’s Word is very clear. He is either going to be a full time God in your life or He won’t be your God.

D. I need a full time God. I am rebellious and stubborn.

3. If I am listening to who Jesus says He is: then the clear direction for my life is to know- to listen and to follow Him.
John 10:14 (NIV) 
14 "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me-- 

John 10:27 (NIV) 
27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 

A. Know- Listen- Follow

B. Know Him through salvation.

Listen- by the Holy Spirit that comes to live in you once you are saved.

Follow- you chose obedience over disobedience.

C. You need all three in your life. To know and to listen and not follow just is not good enough. I follow because He did what He said that He would do. Die and Rise Again!

D. Do you have the right direction in your life today?

Let us pray!
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