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Introduction:

If you ever have been blessed to go to a Jewish Seder or Passover Meal as part of the Jewish celebration of Passover, the children ask their parents during the meal an important question, “Why is this night different than all other nights?” And the parents, usually the dad, will take the time to answer the child’s question. And to me this is just simply a great question! 

And you know what would be a great question for you and me to ask on Christmas? “Why is this day so different than all other days?” And this morning I want to take the time to answer that question because if this day is no different than all other days then our Christianity is worthless. But thanks be to God! I believe that today is indeed different than all other days!
As I help you to see how this day is different than all other days, turn with me in your Bibles to:
Isaiah 9:1-7 (NIV) 
1 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan-- 
2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 
3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder. 
4 For as in the day of Midian's defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 
5 Every warrior's boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

Body:
1. This day is different than all other days because it brings hope to those without hope.
Isaiah 9:1 (NIV) 
1 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress…

A. Christmas is a day of hope because it reveals to us a God who never gives up on us.  It shows us a God who remains hopeful toward you and me.  
B. God had plenty of reasons for turning his back on us. If you read the Bible cover to cover you will discover that God has experienced more failures with us than successes. Adam and Eve in the Garden chose to sin rather than enjoy the daily communion with God. The Israelites chose time after time to worship false gods rather than the One True God. And then when Jesus did come to earth, one of His own disciples is the one who betrayed Him to the authorities.
C. But instead of becoming hopeless toward us, God remains hopeful toward us. And sending Jesus into the world is the greatest evidence of that hopefulness that God has toward you and me.  

D. Some of us don’t have that same hopefulness toward ourselves.    

We know that we have messed up.

 
We know that we have squandered opportunities  

We know that we have ruined relationships

  
We know that we have denied the truth.  

E. But Christmas comes to declare to us that God still hopes in us.  Christmas comes so that we can turn our lives around. Today, God is incredibly hopeful about you and your future.  

2. This day is different than all other days because it brings light to those who are in darkness.
Isaiah 9:2 (NIV) 
2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 
A. The shepherds were "abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night"  and looked up and saw the angel of the Lord.  And the Bible says that "the glory of the Lord shone around them."  It was the light of God that broke through the darkness.
B. Now, I want you to know that when Christ came into the world it was indeed a dark time. The people were being governed by a tyrant king named Herod. The religious leaders, the chief priests, the scribes and the Pharisees held the people in spiritual bondage. It was a time when the heavens had been silent and there had been no word from the Lord for 400 years.
C. Let me tell you something. That’s when God does His greatest work! The Bible says that when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son.

D. When the darkness is so thick; when you have lost your sense of direction; when it seems that all is lost it is God who cuts through with His marvelous light. Today, somebody here may feel like they are walking in darkness. Well, the Good News is that God desires to cut through the darkness and bring you into the light. Do you have that light of Christmas this year?
3. This day is different than all other days because it brings joy to the hearts of those are dissatisfied.
Isaiah 9:3 (NIV) 
3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder. 
A. If you read the Christmas story you cannot help bumping into angels everywhere.  It was an angel that told Joseph not to be afraid to take Mary as his wife.  It was an angel that told Mary that she was to become the mother of the Savior.  It was an angel that told the shepherds about the Good News of a Messiah being born in Bethlehem that night.
B. Contrary to what a lot of people think about God, God is not in the bad news business.  God is primarily in the good news business.  And one of those pieces of Good News is that He came to bring us joy not judgment. 
C. Do you know where "joy" comes from?  It comes from within; it comes from being content.  It comes from being satisfied.  The reason why there is such little joy in our world is because we are living in a very discontented society.  

D.  Despite all of the things that we have and we have a lot of things, most people are dissatisfied.  A sociologist reported the average person in America today wants five-hundred things that he doesn’t have and considers one-hundred of them essential. 

E. According to another report up to 80% of the people working today in America are not satisfied in their present jobs. 

F. Do you know what the problem is?  People are looking for joy in all the wrong places.  Joy will not come from the things you possess. Joy will not come from landing the perfect job. Joy can only come from that personal relationship with the One who came to bring joy.  Nothing can give you the joy you are looking for this Christmas except Jesus Christ.  In the greatest Psalm ever written, the Twenty-Third Psalm, David put it way,

"The Lord is my shepherd; I have everything I need." 
(Psalm 23:1, NLT)
Dou you have everything you need this Christmas?
4. This day is different than all other days because it lightens the burdens of those who were heavy laden.

Isaiah 9:4 (NIV) 
4 For as in the day of Midian's defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 

A. Life has its burdens. Every day has its assortments of anxieties, cares and problems. Maybe it is a physical burden you are experiencing today. Or maybe it is an emotional burden. Or could it be even a spiritual burden.  Whichever it is, you have a burden. You can't avoid it. The Bible says, "Man that is born of a woman is of few days and full of troubles." Everybody has his or her burdens.
B. Christmas is about casting our burdens upon the Lord.  Did you know that God is the greatest burden bearer there is? When Jesus walked among the people as He ministered to them He was lifting their burdens from them. He was healing the sick. He was raising the dead. He was caring for the needy. He was removing the terribleness caused by sin. Jesus is the great burden bearer.
C. And Jesus invites you and I during Christmas to cast our burdens on Him. In a little while we are going to have an invitation, I invite you to come to the altar and bring your burdens to God.
D. Christmas is about God coming to earth to carry my burdens. I don’t have to carry them any longer.
 5. This day is different than all other days because it brings peace to those who are in conflict.
Isaiah 9:5 (NIV) 
5 Every warrior's boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 
A. The angels said: "Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to men of good will" God wants us to have peace, the "peace of God" to rule our hearts.   
B. When I find peace with God, I can find peace within me. And when I find peace within me, I can find peace with others. For some of you I know, Christmas is tough time, because you have relatives you don't speak to.  You've got family members you have unresolved issues with.  I want to tell you this is the perfect time to reconcile, to break down walls and to build bridges. You can do that if you possess peace with God.

C. Dear Abby published, a few years ago, a letter concerning a young man and his dad. It seems that this young man was from a wealthy family and he was about to graduate from high-school.  It was a custom in their affluent community for parents to give their graduating children a new car.  The boy and his dad spent weeks visiting one dealership after another and the week before graduation they found the perfect car.  The boy was certain it would be in the driveway on graduation night.

D. The day before the graduation his father handed him a small package wrapped in colorful paper.  The father told the boy that the package contained the most valuable gift the father could think to give him for his graduation.  Thinking it was a box holding the keys to the car, he opened it, but instead it was a Bible.  The boy was so angry he threw the Bible down and stormed out of the house.  He and his father never saw each other again.

E. Several years later the news of the father's death finally brought the son home again.  Following the funeral, he was sitting alone one evening going through his dad's possessions that he was to inherit when he came across the Bible his dad had given him that he had thrown down years before.

F. Overwhelmed by conflict within his soul, he brushed away the dust and cracked it open for the first time.  When he did, a cashier's check dated the day of his high school graduation fell into his lap in the exact amount of the car they had chosen together.  The gift had been there all along and if he had just opened his Bible, he would have found it. 
G. I am here to tell you today that in this Bible, you will find God's peace for your heart.
Do you have peace in your heart this Christmas?
6. This day is different than all other days because it brings my Savior into this world and allows me to know Him personally and to receive all His great benefits.
Isaiah 9:6 (NIV) 
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

A  If you will think about it, Christmas is about God sending a Savior. It not only tells me who He is but it also tells me who I am because the only person who needs a Savior is a sinner. 
B. An unknown author once put it this way:

          If our greatest need had been information, 


God would have sent us an educator.

          If our greatest need had been technology, 


 God would have sent us a scientist.

          If our greatest need had been money,

             God would have sent us an economist.

          If our greatest need had been pleasure,

             God would have sent us an entertainer.

         But our greatest need was forgiveness,

             So God sent us a Savior.

C. This Christmas is God your Savior. If not, He wants to be. Will you ask Him into your heart? He has all those great benefits waiting for a heart that will open up to Him. Hope…peace… light…an easier burden… joy! They are all yours for asking Jesus into your heart.
Let Us Pray!
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