Storytelling: Paul Style

1 Thessalonians 2:1-7
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Introduction:

Since people began to communicate with each other, "Tell me a story" has been a frequent request of both children and adults. I can remember as a young boy growing up having to have one of my parents tell me a story before I would go to sleep. You see, my mom and dad were both story tellers.

There are people making a great living out of just telling stories.  Two people immediately pop into my head.  There is old Justin Wilson down in Louisiana who has spinning his stories for years. And right down the road, we had Jerry Clower and his famous stories about the “Ledbetters” of Liberty.  

And when you hear me say something like: “Let me tell you what happened to me this week” you know you are in for a story from me. You see, I am also story teller; in fact, we all are story tellers.
The Apostle Paul begins the 2nd Chapter of 1 Thessalonians with “for you yourselves know” and with that statement he begins to tell his story. 1 Thessalonians 2:1-7 (NIV) 
1 You know, brothers, that our visit to you was not a failure. 
2 We had previously suffered and been insulted in Philippi, as you know, but with the help of our God we dared to tell you his gospel in spite of strong opposition. 
3 For the appeal we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we trying to trick you. 
4 On the contrary, we speak as men approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please men but God, who tests our hearts. 
5 You know we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed--God is our witness. 
6 We were not looking for praise from men, not from you or anyone else. As apostles of Christ we could have been a burden to you, 
7 but we were gentle among you, like a mother caring for her little children. 

Now as I have read the Scripture Paul’s story is as I expected. It is about God working in his life. And I want to pay very close attention to his story because it may shed some light on what God is doing in my own life.
Body:
1. Paul teaches me through his story that I need to dust myself off after a spiritual setback and keep moving forward.
1 Thessalonians 2:2 (NIV) 
2 We had previously suffered and been insulted in Philippi, as you know, but with the help of our God we dared to tell you his gospel in spite of strong opposition. 

A. Paul says that he has been to Philippi and he did not get the kind of reception that he expected.  Instead of being warmly received he was met with insults and actually endured some suffering. At that point, he could have easily said enough is enough. I have tried the spiritual thing; I was met with opposition so now its time to call it quits. But what does he do; he doesn’t let a spiritual setback keep him from moving forward. He goes on to Thessalonica and boldly preaches the Word of God.

B. I am reminded of the words of Jesus in Matthew 10 as He sent his disciples out to the towns and villages. He told them if the town or village did not receive the Word, dust off your feet and keep going. Jesus doesn’t tell them to come back to Him if you run into a setback; instead, dust off your feet and keep going.
C. The problem with us today is that we get a setback and we are ready to call it quits rather then go forward.  A preacher faces opposition in the church he is pastoring instead of moving on to another church many times they will just call it quits to the ministry. A church member gets their feelings hurt because of something said or not said and instead of wiping the dust off and going forward they want to leave the church.
D. Marriages today they go well until they face a problem and instead of dusting the problem off and moving forward they want to call it quits.

E. Paul in his story tells us that we need a little more stick- to-it-ness whatever we are doing and especially if we are doing something spiritual.

2. Paul teaches me through his story to check my motives because sometimes I might serve God for the wrong reasons.
1 Thessalonians 2:3-4 (NIV) 
3 For the appeal we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we trying to trick you. 4 On the contrary, we speak as men approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please men but God, who tests our hearts. 

A. When I was in seminary I could tell the young men who were there studying because God had called them. But I could also tell the young men who were there because mom and dad sent them there. What is scary about that is that there are some people in pulpits today preaching not because God had called them to preach.
B. I would like to think that everyone who is in church today is here because their sole purpose is to serve God but I know that is not the case.  Some are here because they don’t want a family member or the preacher on their case because they weren’t here. Some are here because they need a favor of God and they figure that the best way to get that favor is to do God a favor by being in church. Some are here for the purpose of seeing who else is here. Some are here because they are the fashion police and they have got to check out what you are wearing. 
C. We obviously must forget that God checks the motives of our heart. He looks deep down inside of me and sees the reasons why I do what I do. And I may do the right thing but if I am doing it for the wrong reason it does not please God. What ultimately pleases God is that I do the right thing for the right reason. 
1 Samuel 16:7 (NIV) 
7 … The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." 
D. You and I both need to do some heart checking to really see the motives behind what we are doing.

3. Paul teaches me through his story to ultimately trust God to meet my needs.
1 Thessalonians 2:5-6 (NIV) 
5 You know we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed--God is our witness. 
6 We were not looking for praise from men, not from you or anyone else. As apostles of Christ we could have been a burden to you, 

A. As a preacher if I am trusting in you to meet my financial needs I may not be tempted to tell you the truth sometimes because I won’t want you to get upset with me because it might jeopardize my financial future. Paul says I am not worried about that because I am trusting in God to meet my needs. I can tell you the truth even if it hurts you and ultimately hurts me.
B. I am sure that at some point in your life you really wanted to tell your boss what you were thinking about him or her that very second they mouthed off to you but something held you back. And what held you back was the fact that the boss controlled your job. You said the wrong thing, you might be fired. And I really can understand that holding you back.
C. But what I can not understand: is us not willing to share the Gospel message. Usually the person I would share the message with would not control my financial future. So why would I be afraid to share it.  I ought to be afraid not of that person but rather of God being displeased with me for not being a minister of reconciliation. He has asked you and me to be ministers of reconciliation.
2 Corinthians 5:18 (NIV) 
18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:

D. Shouldn’t we be concerned that we are not pleasing Him? I think we get away with it because we know God is so faithful to meet our needs even when we don’t do what we should.
E. God is the only boss that some of us ever get angry at and tell Him exactly what we are thinking. God is the only boss who knows exactly what I can do and when I don’t do it He doesn’t jump down my back. He is the only boss that doesn’t threaten me when a streak of laziness sets in and I am not working up to par.  The truth is that I can trust God for my needs because He is faithful but by my actions it looks like I trust people more than I trust God.
4. Paul teaches me through his story that in my Christian journey my disposition ought to be changing. 
1 Thessalonians 2:7 (NIV) 
7 but we were gentle among you, like a mother caring for her little children. 

A. Paul, were you not the Saul of Tarsus that went around killing the Christians because you could not tolerate the fact that they loved Christ? Now you refer to yourself as gentle like a mother caring for her children. Are you kidding me? What happened?
B. Well, it is obvious that God has changed you. But what I especially see is that your disposition has changed. Where as before you could not tolerate Christians; you are now tolerating suffering and insults as a Christian.

C. If you know Christ one of the key things that happens to you is that you become more tolerating. You become forgiving instead of judgmental- that’s tolerance. You become accepting of everyone- that’s tolerance. You better able to put yourself in someone else’s shoes- that tolerance.

D. Have you notice tolerance enter your life since you became a Christian?

Conclusion
As I look through Paul’s story and see his determination to move forward after a setback; to attempt to always keep his motives pure and keep his trust that God will meet his needs high; and to see his tolerance of people all I can do is pray and say: Lord, do this in my life and in the life of my church family.

Let us pray!  
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