When No One is Watching the House…
Hosea 4:7- 13

The Introduction:
Over the last several weeks the national news has told us about the scandals at Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae and Wall Street? We have been personally affected by those scandals with many people losing thousands of dollars in their retirement funds as the stock market plummeted. And we know now through first hand experience that when no one is watching the house greed and corruption take over and sound business practices go out the window.

Do you think your household would run smoothly if no one is watching the house? Absolutely not! The children would probably start doing whatever they wanted; whenever they wanted to do it; they would start trying to run the house. Mom and dad would not be working together for the benefit of the family; they may even start pulling the family in different directions. Basically, we know that without someone watching the house, the house would spiral out of control. God even tells us that in his Scripture when He says that someone must bind the strong man before he can take control of the house.  
Do you think God’s house would run smoothly if no one is watching the house?  If you as a church member were off doing those things that please you without regard to what God says about them and I, as the minister, was off doing those things that please me without regard to what God says about them then God’s house would certainly suffer. We wouldn’t be concerned about the lost; we wouldn’t be concerned about growing the young Christian into a mature Christian, we would not even be concerned even if the devil stuck his ugly head in. And you and I as Christians would have to pay the consequences for that.

And in our passage of Scripture that is exactly what happens. The people are sinful and the priests are sinful; no one is watching the house; and they are not concerned about God or the things of God and so God brings consequences into their lives. When no one is watching the house God brings consequences into our lives to get our attention. We see it on Wall Street, we see in the family and we see it in the church house. Let look at them in our passage of Scripture and see if we are dealing with some of them in our own life.
Hosea 4:7-13 (NIV) 
7 The more the priests increased, the more they sinned against me; they exchanged their Glory for something disgraceful. 
8 They feed on the sins of my people and relish their wickedness. 
9 And it will be: Like people, like priests. I will punish both of them for their ways and repay them for their deeds. 
10 "They will eat but not have enough; they will engage in prostitution but not increase, because they have deserted the LORD to give themselves to prostitution, 
11 to old wine and new, which take away the understanding of my people. 
12 They consult a wooden idol and are answered by a stick of wood. A spirit of prostitution leads them astray; they are unfaithful to their God. 
13 They sacrifice on the mountaintops and burn offerings on the hills, under oak, poplar and terebinth, where the shade is pleasant. Therefore your daughters turn to prostitution and your daughters-in-law to adultery. 


The Body

1. When no one is watching the house, God gets our attention by allowing us to be restless- never satisfied.
Hosea 4:10 (NIV) 
10 "They will eat but not have enough…

A. I am sure that you have heard it said of someone: “old so and so, you can never satisfy him or her.” A restless person is a person who God is dealing with.
B. One of the characteristics of a person that is right where God wants them to be; doing what God wants them to do is contentment. The Apostle Paul says I have learned contentment whether I have plenty or if I have wanted. But I can tell you this: move away from God and you move into restlessness- nothing satisfies you.

C. Listen to a couple of Scriptures:

Proverbs 13:25 (NIV) 
25 The righteous eat to their hearts' content, but the stomach of the wicked goes hungry. 

Proverbs 19:23 (NIV) 
23 The fear of the LORD leads to life: Then one rests content, untouched by trouble. 
D. If you are restless today; there is some door open that needs to be shut because you have let the enemy into your house.

2. When no one is watching the house, God gets our attention by allowing us to do the very things we thought we would never do.
Hosea 4:10 (NIV) 
10 "…they will engage in prostitution but not increase, because they have deserted the LORD to give themselves to prostitution, 

A. Have you ever said to yourself: “you will never caught me doing such a horrible thing as that” only to find out that when you moved away from God that you were able to do that exact same thing you said you could never do.

B. Peter told the Lord, I could not possible deny you. The Lord said you will deny Me three times. Peter said “no way.” He moved away from the Lord and he did the very thing that he said that he would never do. The Bible says that Peter realized that he did what he said he would never do and he began to weep. 
C. I know Christians today that have told me that they love church and that they would never stop coming to church but they moved away from God and they have not been in church in years. When they moved away from God they did the very thing that they said that they would never do, 
D. Today, you need to examine your life. Are you doing right now the very things that you once said that you would never do. It is a good indication that you have moved away from God and you need to repent of your sin and return to Him.
3. When no one is watching the house, God gets our attention by allowing us to do the wrong thing to excess so that we one day we will hit bottom.
Hosea 4:11 (NIV) 
11 to old wine and new, which take away the understanding of my people. 

A. Hosea says the people drink both old and new wine, whatever they get their hands on and they drink it to the level that they lose understanding. In other words they would get into a drunkard stupor. God says I will allow them to do that. Why would you think God would let them do that? Because one day they might hit bottom and from the bottom see their need for God.
B. Remember the story of the Prodigal Son in Luke’s Gospel. He got his share of his father’s inheritance, spent it on wild living and then one day he hit bottom and came to his senses and said I ought to go back home and serve as a slave on my father’s property. From the bottom, he saw the need to go home to his father’s house.
C. If there is something in your life that you know is wrong that you are doing to excess, I am here to tell you that God is allowing that to happen to get your attention. Will you come to your senses?
D. It may even be that somebody in this room may be near the bottom; it was because you weren’t watching your house close enough and you allowed the devil to get in get a stronghold and take you down. From the bottom call out to God and He will rescue you and place you on solid ground.
4. When no one is watching the house, God gets our attention by allowing a spirit of deception to come upon us.
Hosea 4:12 (NIV) 
12 They consult a wooden idol and are answered by a stick of wood… 

A. Instead of talking to God they chose to talk to a piece of wood; and the deception is that they truly believed that the stick of wood answered them. One day they may wake up and see how foolish it is to think that a piece of wood is a good substitute for God.

B. Sometimes when we are not watching our house closely we will let the devil sneak in and tell us that money is a good substitute for God. Why don’t I just worship the money, gather as much of it as I can around me and then I will be secure. How foolish to think that money can bring you any sense of security. You may have all the money in the world and discover you have terminal cancer and you will quickly discover how insecure you are even with all your money.

C. Sometimes when we are not watching our house closely we will let the devil sneak in and tell us family is all you need; if you got family that is all the security that you need in the world. Let me tell you something there are times in this life that no matter how strong or how powerful your family is the only one that can help you through some crises is God.

D. Today, are you putting your trust in something or someone other than God? If you are then God has allowed that spirit of deception so that you may realize one day that what you have trusted in will let you down. Only God will not let you down. 
5. When no one is watching the house, God gets our attention by allowing our worship to have no substance.
Hosea 4:13 (NIV) 
13 They sacrifice on the mountaintops and burn offerings on the hills, under oak, poplar and terebinth, where the shade is pleasant. Therefore your daughters turn to prostitution and your daughters-in-law to adultery. 
A. Despite all that Hosea said that the people done- drank to excess; engaged in prostitution; worshipped false gods- come Sabbath they went to worship God.  But God says that your worship had no substance because your lives had no substance. “You didn’t live for me this week and yet you want to worship Me.”And because your worship had no substance when you left worship your lives have no change.

B. Let me tell you something: if you walk out of church and your lives have no change then God is telling us that our worship has no substance. You walk into church serving God all week your worship will have substance.

C. I want to break that negative cycle in my life. I want my life to have substance and I want my worship to have substance. I am going to start watching my house and how I live my life

D. Are you? Are there some signs today that you are not watching your house as close as you should? Then God is telling you to wake up. Look at these signs, pay attention to them and move back toward Me. Are you willing to do that today?   Let us pray!
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