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Introduction:
We have now come to our fifth characteristic in our series, “Where’s the Beef?” And in this series we are exploring characteristics that should be evident in the church but you just don’t see them.

The first four things we looked at were: integrity, responsibility, honesty and compassion. Tonight, we want to look at honor.

If the Church of Jesus Christ is to be effective in the world, the church needs to be full of honorable people.
Turn with me in your Bibles to:

2 Timothy 2:20-21 (NIV) 
20 In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some are for noble purposes and some for ignoble. 
21 If a man cleanses himself from the latter, he will be an instrument for noble purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work. 
Paul tells Timothy dishonorable people are not useful to the Master. That may be why the church has so little influence in the world. Maybe the church has more dishonorable people than honorable people. But we can move from an unhonorable vessel to an honorable vessel for the use in God’s service by confessing our sin.

 So tonight we want to see: what does an honorable person useful for God’s service look like.
Body:

1. An honorable person searches for some value in everyone.
1 Peter 2:17 (KJV) 
17 Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king. 

A. When we say to ourselves I can not find any value in so and so we make ourselves dishonorable to God. Why? Because Jesus found value in everyone so much so that he would get on a cross and die for the whole world.
B. For some people we might really have to tax our minds to find something honorable but God says that we have to do it.

C. We have to do it because it is in finding honor in someone that we would be willing to put them above ourselves.

Romans 12:10 (NIV) 
10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 

2. An honorable person has a high regard for marriage.
Hebrews 13:4 (NIV) 
4 Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral. 

A. Nowadays people come to church living together outside of marriage and seeing nothing wrong with it. Well, I have a problem with that because they by their actions are dishonoring marriages.

B. Although Churches try to persuade their members not to divorce, the church has the same divorce rate as the world at 35%. It tells me that God’s people dishonor marriage. I may be able to understand the world dishonoring marriage but God’s people-NO WAY!
3. An honorable person has a high regard the authority within the family.

Ephesians 6:1-3 (NIV) 
1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 
2 "Honor your father and mother"--which is the first commandment with a promise-- 
3 "that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth." 

A. Honorable people are not limited just to adults. Here in our passage of Scripture the Apostle Paul is talking to the children and telling them to be honorable in how they treat their mother and father.

B. That means that sassing them back is dishonorable; it means to disobey what they have asked you to do is dishonorable; it means going in dad’s wallet or momma’s purse and talking something is dishonorable; it means hanging around with people they don’t approve of is dishonorable.. 

C. All those things are dishonorable because your parents are actual God’s representative and it is just as if God told you to do something and you chose to ignore Him.
4.  An honorable man has a high regard for his wife.

1 Peter 3:7 (KJV) 
7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered. 

A. In the Old Testament, women were like property. But when Jesus came to earth, He elevated womanhood and thereby the wife. She is to be honored by her husband.

B. He is not to treat her as his possession but rather he is to be understanding and conversational with his wife. He is to demonstrate ways to show her value.

5. An honorable person has a high regard for His God.

1 Timothy 1:17 (NIV) 
17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
A. When I listen to the off colored joke about God and laugh with the rest, I dishonor Him. When I come up with my real lame excuse why I can’t attend church this Sunday, I dishonor God.

B. When I sense God is asking me to do something and I refuse, I dishonor God.
 C. All honor belongs to God. He just shares His honor with us. We are useful to His service if we do not squander His honor. We make our selves ineffective in His service when we do not handle properly the honor He has passed on to us.

D. As we leave tonight, we must ask ourselves do we handle God’s honor properly in our lives. 
