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Introduction:

Do you remember Clara Peller? She was the lady that played in the Wendy’s 1984 commercial who asked the question, “Where is the Beef?”

I can still picture in my mind her holding that gigantic bun in her hand with that small hamburger patty as she complained to the competition “where’s the beef?” She thought for her money she received too much bun and not enough beef.
That might be a good description of today’s church. Maybe today’s church has too much bun and not enough beef. On Sunday morning, church parking lots are full. I see more new building projects going on around churches than ever before. I hear from other pastors that most church treasuries have increased over the years. I hear more talking about God in day to day conversations. But what I don’t see is that change in people’s lives. If the church is doing what it should be doing people lives ought to be changed.
I wonder, maybe people aren’t being changed because the church is all bun. So over the next several weeks I want us to examine “where’s the beef” of a changed life. You say that you are a Christian then where is the change in your life. The Bible tells me I ought to be able to look for those changes and see them.
 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV) 
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 

So tonight, we will begin our series, which will be either 6  or 8 parts I have not decided yet, by looking for the integrity in a changed life. So where is the beef of integrity in your life?
First, let me give you an understanding of definition of integrity. The dictionary describes integrity as: 1 : firm adherence to a code of especially moral or artistic values : INCORRUPTIBILITY The Christian idea of integrity: is nothing corrupts your stand for Christ.
Turn with me in your Bible to the story of Joseph. Here we see what integrity looks like.
Genesis 39:1-23 (NIV) 
1 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh's officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there. 
2 The LORD was with Joseph and he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master. 
3 When his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD gave him success in everything he did, 
4 Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned. 
5 From the time he put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the LORD blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the LORD was on everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field. 
6 So he left in Joseph's care everything he had; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate. Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, 
7 and after a while his master's wife took notice of Joseph and said, "Come to bed with me!" 
8 But he refused. "With me in charge," he told her, "my master does not concern himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. 
9 No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?" 
10 And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her. 
11 One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household servants was inside. 
12 She caught him by his cloak and said, "Come to bed with me!" But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house. 
13 When she saw that he had left his cloak in her hand and had run out of the house, 
14 she called her household servants. "Look," she said to them, "this Hebrew has been brought to us to make sport of us! He came in here to sleep with me, but I screamed. 
15 When he heard me scream for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house." 
16 She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home. 
17 Then she told him this story: "That Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to make sport of me. 
18 But as soon as I screamed for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house." 
19 When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, "This is how your slave treated me," he burned with anger. 
20 Joseph's master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king's prisoners were confined. But while Joseph was there in the prison, 
21 the LORD was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. 
22 So the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. 
23 The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph's care, because the LORD was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did. 

Body:

1.  If I have the beef of integrity, I will not lose stride when I encounter hardships. In other words, I don’t let hardships corrupt my stand for Christ.
Genesis 39:1-3 (NIV):

1 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh's officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there. 
2 The LORD was with Joseph and he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master. 
3 When his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD gave him success in everything he did,
A. Remember, Joseph had some dreams that came from God. He told his brothers; they threw him in a pit and desired to kill him. Judah says, “let’s not kill him but rather sell him.” They sell Joseph  to the Midianite merchants and eventually to Potiphar where Joseph enters his house as now his a slave.
B. Joseph has just endured a couple of hardships. His brothers sell him and he ends up as a slave in Potiphar’s house. He now has all the reason in the world to be mad at God to push God to the back burner of his life. Wouldn’t you be mad at God if the dreams that He gave you caused you to eventually become someone else’s slave?
C. But look at verse 2. “The Lord was with Joseph and he prospered…” That’s doesn’t sound like a person who is mad at God or mad with God. It sounds more like a person who has just taken what has happened to him in stride. That’s integrity.
D. Jesus told us that in this world we would have tribulation but take cheer because I have overcome the world. Jesus was saying that when the hardships come that you need to take them in stride.

E. Paul gives basically the same message to Timothy.

2 Timothy 2:3 (NIV) 
3 Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 

The message is simply don’t lose stride simply becomes hardships come your way.

2. If I have the beef of integrity, I will not let envy stop me from being a blessing to others. In other words, I don’t let envy corrupt my stand for Christ.

Genesis 39:5-6 (NIV) 
5 From the time he put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the LORD blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the LORD was on everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field. 
6 So he left in Joseph's care everything he had; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate. Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, 

A. That was Joseph’s brothers’ problem. They envied Joseph. They weren’t glad that he was his daddy’s favorite. They weren’t glad that God spoke to him in dreams. They weren’t glad that he was given a coat of many colors.
B. Joseph, on the other hand, doesn’t have a complaint because God is prospering Potiphar. Not a word of complaint is found on Joseph’s lips. In fact, it is like Joseph is excited because God is blessing Potiphar. Look at verse 8.

C. You need to answer this question in your own heart. Are you really excited when you see God blessing someone other then you? Or does a little bit of envy creep in. That little bit of envy if it allowed to creep in will corrupt your relationship with God. 
3. If I have the beef of integrity, I will not compromise for the sake of pleasure. In other words, I don’t let pleasures corrupt my stand for Christ.
Genesis 39:8-10 (NIV) 
8 But he refused. "With me in charge," he told her, "my master does not concern himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. 
9 No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?" 
10 And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her. 

A. Was this a temptation to Joseph? Yes, it would be for any man for a woman to ask him day in and day out to lie with me. But Joseph totally denied himself because He didn’t want to sin against God.   
B. There are some things in my Christian life that need to be non-negotiable. This was not negotiable to Joseph; he not only did not lie with her; he avoided her so that was no chance of messing up. Here she comes I am going to go in the opposite direction.
C. You and I unfortunately want to play with temptation. We want to see how close we can come without sinning and get too close and fall right into that sin.

4. If I have the beef of integrity, I do not need to defend myself because I know that God knows the situation.  In other words, I don’t let my cry of innocence corrupt my stand for Christ.

Genesis 39:19-23 (NIV) 
19 When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, "This is how your slave treated me," he burned with anger. 
20 Joseph's master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king's prisoners were confined. But while Joseph was there in the prison, 
21 the LORD was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. 
22 So the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. 
23 The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph's care, because the LORD was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did. 
A. Joseph is innocent; you and I know that he has done nothing wrong. Potiphar’s wife was the one that pursued Joseph. She was the one who lied about Joseph.

B. But we don’t hear any cries coming from Joseph that I am innocent. This was done to me unjustly; I don’t deserve this punishment; I did nothing wrong. Joseph wasn’t going to let self righteousness get in the way. He is just busy working allowing God to bless him.
C. Some of us are so busy pleading our case why we are innocent that we miss out on the work that God has for us to do. Joseph was not going to let that happen to him.
5. If I have the beef of integrity, I maintain my loyalty without any regrets.
Genesis 40:4-8 (NIV) 
4 The captain of the guard assigned them to Joseph, and he attended them. After they had been in custody for some time, 
5 each of the two men--the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were being held in prison--had a dream the same night, and each dream had a meaning of its own. 
6 When Joseph came to them the next morning, he saw that they were dejected. 
7 So he asked Pharaoh's officials who were in custody with him in his master's house, "Why are your faces so sad today?" 
8 "We both had dreams," they answered, "but there is no one to interpret them." Then Joseph said to them, "Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell me your dreams." 

A. Joseph was burned by dreams from God in the past. It was those dreams that got him thrown into a pit; it was those dreams that got him sold to the Midanites; it was those dreams that landed him in Potiphar’ s house. And it was those dreams that now landed him in prison. You would now think that he would avoid future dreams like the plague.

B. But what is that is it that caused Joseph to want to hear their dreams.  Joseph tells us it is because interpretations belong to God. He was loyal to God without any regrets.
C. He didn’t say that I have been down this road before God and now I don’t want to try it again. He was loyal to God without any regrets.

Conclusion:

Do you have the beef of integrity or are you all bun when it comes to integrity?
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