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Introduction:

We began a series several weeks ago called “Where’s the beef?” and like the popular TV commercial of the seventies we need to ask the church “where’s the beef?”.

It seems that the church has a lot more fluff than it has character. The first two characteristic missing in the church are integrity and responsibility. Tonight, we study the third characteristic- honesty.

A survey of 12,000 high school students in 2002 by the Johnson Institute of Ethics revealed the following about our teenagers.

· 74% admitted to cheating on an exam in the past 12 months.
· 38% admitted to stealing something from a store in the past 12 months.

· 39% are willing to lie on a job application in order to get a good job.

· 93% of students admit to lying to their parent in the past year.

· 83% of students admit to lying to their teacher in the past year.

And here the crazy thing, 95% of those same students thought it was important that people trust them. And 79% of those same students said it is not worth it to lie or cheat because it hurts your character.
So, the obvious question to me and hopefully to you is: “Why lie?” And that is what I am hoping that we will be able to answer tonight. We know lying is wrong; we know lying hurts our character; but we still lie and why.
And there is only one reason that I can think of to lie. We think lying does what it can’t do.

Body:

1. We lie because we think it reduces our responsibility but it actually increases our responsibility.
Joshua 7:1 (NIV) 
1 But the Israelites acted unfaithfully in regard to the devoted things; Achan son of Carmi, the son of Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of them. So the LORD's anger burned against Israel. 

A. We lie thinking it takes us off the hook. I did something and I think I got away with it because I lied about it. But in verse 1 it reminds us that we never get away with it because God doesn’t let us get away with it. The people of Israel don’t know at this point that Achan has taken what he should not have taken but God knows and God will deal with him.
B. If we lie we have to be concerned about how God is going to dealing with my lying. That increases my responsibility it doesn’t decrease it. It certainly will increase my cares; it may even cause me to carry around some unconfessed guilt.
Proverbs 28:13 (NIV) 
13 He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces them finds mercy. 
C. Has lying made my responsibilities lighter? No, it actually has increased them. God’s promise in Proverb’s is that lying is going to make your life harder. Telling the truth is going to make life easier- you will find mercy.
2. We lie because we think the truth might put us in an awkward position but it is the truth that actually sets us free.
Joshua 7:2-5 (NIV) 
2 Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth Aven to the east of Bethel, and told them, "Go up and spy out the region." So the men went up and spied out Ai. 
3 When they returned to Joshua, they said, "Not all the people will have to go up against Ai. Send two or three thousand men to take it and do not weary all the people, for only a few men are there." 
4 So about three thousand men went up; but they were routed by the men of Ai, 
5 who killed about thirty-six of them. They chased the Israelites from the city gate as far as the stone quarries and struck them down on the slopes. At this the hearts of the people melted and became like water. 

A. Lying doesn’t make the situation less awkward it actually increase the degree of awkwardness. Achan does not tell Joshua what he has done; he hid the things that he has stolen. Now the Israelites go to battle and 36 of the men die because of what Achan has done. Has his lying made the situation better? No, it actually has made the situation more awkward.
B. What should he have done? After he realized the wrong he had done he should have went to Joshua and told the truth. By not telling the truth he made the situation more awkward.
John 8:32 (NIV) 
32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." 
3. We lie because we think telling the truth might be unpleasant but the lie will always be more unpleasant.
Joshua 7:10-12 (NIV) 
10 The LORD said to Joshua, "Stand up! What are you doing down on your face? 
11 Israel has sinned; they have violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep. They have taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen, they have lied, they have put them with their own possessions. 
12 That is why the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies; they turn their backs and run because they have been made liable to destruction. I will not be with you anymore unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted to destruction. 

A. There are times that the truth is uncomfortable; it is unpleasant. But it is never more uncomfortable than lying; it is never more unpleasant than lying.
B. It would have been uncomfortable for Achan to tell Joshua what he had done. It would have been unpleasant to tell Joshua what he had done.

C. But isn’t more uncomfortable that God says that He can not be with them any more since there is sin in the camp. Isn’t it more uncomfortable that God says someone is set for destruction?
D. Truth can be unpleasant at times but lying is always more unpleasant.

4. We lie because we think the truth might have negative consequences but lying always has greater negative consequences. 
Joshua 7:14-15 (NIV) 
14 "'In the morning, present yourselves tribe by tribe. The tribe that the LORD takes shall come forward clan by clan; the clan that the LORD takes shall come forward family by family; and the family that the LORD takes shall come forward man by man. 
15 He who is caught with the devoted things shall be destroyed by fire, along with all that belongs to him. He has violated the covenant of the LORD and has done a disgraceful thing in Israel!'" 

A. Achan might have been put to death if he told Joshua what he had done in the beginning.  But now his lying had an even greater effect. Not only is Achan to be put to death but everyone in his family is to be put to death. 
B. The lie had a greater consequence. 

5. We lie because we think the truth is unprofitable but lying is always unprofitable. 
Joshua 8:1-2 (NIV) 
1 Then the LORD said to Joshua, "Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Take the whole army with you, and go up and attack Ai. For I have delivered into your hands the king of Ai, his people, his city and his land. 
2 You shall do to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho and its king, except that you may carry off their plunder and livestock for yourselves. Set an ambush behind the city." 

A. Achan lied about the gold and silver because he thought it was unprofitable not to collect it and keep it for himself. But lying was unprofitable it cost him his life, it cost the lives of his sons and daughters and it cost everything he possessed.
B. It didn’t have to be that way. Because in Chapter 8
God allows them to take all the spoils for themselves. 

Conclusion:
We lie because we think it does what it can not do. When you expose lying to God’s word you see lying never profits. The only way to prosper is to tell the truth.
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