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Introduction:

When blessings are being passed out, does it seem that you are being left out?  You look around and it seems like everybody else is getting blessings from God but you are not. And you have a simple question on your heart, “Where are my blessings?”
Today, the prophet Haggai who was writing to the Israelites around 500 B.C. is actually going to give us the answer. And interestingly, the same answer that he gave the Israelites way back then would be the same answer God would give us today.
So let’s explore this morning: where are my blessings? What has happened to my blessings?
Turn with me in your Bible to: 

Haggai 1:1-8 (NIV) 
1 In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest: 
2 This is what the LORD Almighty says: "These people say, 'The time has not yet come for the LORD's house to be built.'" 
3 Then the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai: 
4 "Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?" 
5 Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways. 
6 You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it." 
7 This is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways. 
8 Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build the house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored," says the LORD. 


Body:

1. My blessings are being held up by me not God. 

5 Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways. 
7 This is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways. 

A. Twice in these 8 verses of Scripture, God tells the people you have to give careful thought to what you are doing. God says don’t blame me if you are not being blessed. It is not something that I am doing to you. The responsibility for the flow of blessings in your life lies with you. 
B. It may be something that I am doing that I shouldn’t be doing in my life. You knew those things that you are doing that are wrong you don’t think anybody knows and you are too smart to ever get caught. Let me tell you something- God has caught you and it will not be long before someone else catches you because the Bible says that your sins will find you out. The truth is eventually you will get careless in your sinfulness and that is when you will get caught.
C. It may be something that I am not doing that I should be doing in my life. That’s what stopped the blessings flowing in the Israelites’ case. They should have been working on God’s temple but they weren’t. They laid the foundation and for 16 years they just let it sit there while they worked on their places. What is it in your life that God has told you to do that you are not doing? Join a local body of believers, teach a Sunday School class, or tithe on a regular basis? If you are not doing what God has asked you to do the blessings will stop flowing. 
D. It is my actions or my lack of actions that stop the blessings of God from flowing in my life.

2. My blessings are being held up because I am a master at making good excuses.

2 This is what the LORD Almighty says: "These people say, 'The time has not yet come for the LORD's house to be built.'" 
 

A. The Israelites had their excuse. It is not yet time to build the Lord’s house. They had laid the foundation and 16 years had passed since that point. I am sure sometime in those sixteen years it was the right time.
B. Every excuse you make stops the flow of blessings from God. And we are masters at making excuses. I can not lead someone to Christ because I don’t know what to say; I can not teach Sunday School because I just don’t enough about the Bible. I can not be here every time the doors are open because I am way too busy.

C. Along with being good excuse makers we are great procrastinators especially spiritual procrastinators. I have known people who put off accepting Jesus as their Savior because they wanted to live a little bit before they became a Christian. I have also known Seminary student who don’t even attend Sunday church because they will have to do that all the time after they become a preacher.
3. My blessings are being held up because I have a commitment to my things and only an interest in the things of God.

4 "Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?" 

A. We got it backwards. We need to have a commitment to the things of God and an interest in our things. Doesn’t the Bible tell us to seek the Kingdom of God and his righteousness and all those things will be added to you?
B. There is a big difference between an interest in the things of God and a commitment to the things of God. I believe that most church members today have an interest in the things of God but no commitment.
C. Maybe we don’t know what commitment means so let me give you a simple definition: it means I have no choice. And it has to be that way with the things of God otherwise he will always end up in second place. He will always come behind the family reunion; He will always come behind my day to rest and enjoy myself and He will always come behind my job.

4.  My blessings are being held up because I don’t want to ask myself the really tough questions.
6 You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it." 

A.  The Israelites planted but harvested little; they ate and drink but were never satisfied. They wore clothes but could never get warm. They earn money but seem to have none left. And they never asked themselves what is going on. They never asked themselves what is the problem here.
B. And there is a good reason why? They didn’t want to change. 
C. Some of you in this room: things have not gone well in your life recently. And you are just like the Israelites you don’t want to ask why because the truth is that you will have to change.

D. It seems to me if change meant the flow of God’s blessings back into my life then I should welcome change.

5. My blessings will start flowing again when I hear what God is telling me to do and I get busy doing it.
8 Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build the house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored," says the LORD. 

A. That’s called obedience. Some of you today need to listen to what God is telling you and get busy doing what he asked you to do. You haven’t had His blessings in a long time because of your disobedience.
B. For some of you obedience might mean singing in the choir; others it may mean bringing some food to a widow; to others it might mean making a phone call and checking on someone.

C. I can tell you this if blessings are on the other side of obedience then I want to be obedient to what God is asking me to do.

Conclusion:
I started this sermon by asking the question: where are my blessings. I discovered that I am the one holding them up. 

Today, do I want to leave this building with my blessings still on hold or am I willing to be obedient to the Father and begin doing what He has asked me to do. 

Obedience this morning might begin with a walk to the altar. If God is speaking with you, please come. Let us pray! 
PAGE  
7

