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I.  Background

A. Last time we met together the Israelites were fighting with God because they wanted more just manna to eat. They wanted meat.
B. God responded by burning the outside of the camp. Moses called the place Taberah which means the fire of the Lord burned among them.
C. The Israelites did not learn their lesson and started to complain again against God. 
D. Moses can not handle the frustration. He lost his sounding board in Jethro who went back home. And now he is out of balance in own life because he feels like he has to carry the burden of these people all alone.
E. Moses tells God to kill him here and now or fix my problem.
II.  Fixing Moses’ Problem (verses 16-17)
A.  Verse 16-17 God fixes Moses’ problem first before he works on the problem of the entire Israelite people. God has to fix the head before he can fix the body.
1. If that is true in a family God has to fix the father before he can fix the entire family. In a church God has to fix the pastor before he can fix the church. In a company God has to fix the employer before he can fix the company.
B. He tells Moses to appoint 70 elders . They receive the same spirit that is upon Moses. He is sharing two things: the Spirit is not limited to one place at a time. Now Moses and seventy elders will have the spirit upon them and we all receive the same spirit.
C. Now he will have 70 other people that will be bearing the load of the people. 
D. What does this remind you? The advice Jethro gave to Moses- appoint some men to help you hear the cases. And what God is indirectly saying to is: Moses, I will be your Jethro.
III.  Fixes the Israelites Problem
 (verses18- 23)
A. God gives the people exactly what they want. They want meat; God gives them meat for 30 days. 
B. Sometimes God’s greatest chastisement is to give you exactly what you want.
C. Moses questions God how is He going to do this. Will all the flocks be killed or will all the fish of the sea be gathered up for them.
D. And then God tells Moses there are some things that I am not going to tell you. You got to accept that I am God and I can do what I say I can do.
IV. 
Fixing Moses’ problem Continues   (verses 24-30)
A.  The elders are placed around the tabernacle. 68 are present; two remain in the camp. They are probably ceremonially unclean and can not gather with the 68 others.
B. Why did they prophesy? They  would know that have the Spirit of God upon them.
C. Eldad and Medad stayed in the camp.  And they received the Spirit and gave prophesy. Why? So the Israelite people would know that God called these people out. 

D. Joshua ask Moses to tell them to cut it out. I do not believe that Joshua is on one of the elders. He is Moses’ assistant.

E. If everyone had the Holy Spirit- that is what we need. Churches need that.  If everyone at a church business meeting was being led by the spirit they would go wonderfully.

V. Fixing the Israelites problem continued (verses 31-35)
A. They got quail around the camp and a day’s journey on each side of the camp. If they could travel 10 miles in a day then that would mean that there were 40 diameter miles of quail.
B. They spent all day, all night and the next day catching the quail. They could not eat anything that had died on its own. The least collected was ten homers or ten great heaps.

C. They dried and salted the quail to preserve them.

D. The wrath of God fell upon the people after they had eaten  and God struck them with a great plague that killed many.
E. The name of the place become Kibroth Hattaavah  which means Graves of Craving. 
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