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When a Sinner Crashes the Dinner Party…

Luke 7:36-48
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Have you ever been a party crasher? You know what I mean when I talk about someone being a party crasher, don’t you? It is that person who shows up at the party uninvited. 
In our passage of Scripture we are going to read this morning the Pharisees were having a dinner party at Simon’s house; Jesus was the invited guest; but there was someone who came to the party uninvited. We don’t know her by name; we only know her by reputation and it wasn’t a very good reputation: she was a sinner and she crashed the Pharisees’ party.
Now what interested me about this passage of Scripture here is that of all the parties to crash the party of the religious self righteous, the Pharisees, is not party a sinner ought to be crashing. So why did she pick this party to crash?
As we attempt to answer that question turn with me in your Bibles to Luke 7:36-48.
Luke 7:36-48 (NIV) 
36 Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee's house and reclined at the table. 
37 When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 
38 and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 
39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is--that she is a sinner." 
40 Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to tell you." "Tell me, teacher," he said. 
41 "Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 
42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?" 
43 Simon replied, "I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled." "You have judged correctly," Jesus said. 
44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 
45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 
46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 
47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven--for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little." 
48 Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." 

Body:
1. She crashed the party because she had learned Jesus would be there and she was going to seek Him out and she didn’t care about being embarrassed in the process. 
Luke 7:37 (NIV) 
37 When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 

A. Everyone knew it: this woman is a sinner. She lived a sinful life in that town. She might possibly have been a town prostitute. It is interesting to me how quickly we are told she is a sinner. She is just introduced to us in this passage and the very next words are she “lived a sinful life”. It always amazes me how quickly we can point out the sins of others and how slow we are about admitting our own faults. 
B. But what impresses me about this woman is that in spite of her reputation she was going to find Jesus that evening and she didn’t care who noticed her. I think you and me: we care way too much about what others think about us.

C. Have you ever thought about it? Maybe we care so much about what others think about us that we can not be genuine in church. I can’t possibly let people know that I am deeply hurting on the inside. I can’t possible let people know that I am scared about what the doctor has told me about my health. I can’t possible let people know how worried I am about my family and the paths they are taking for their life. The truth is that we care way too much about what others think about us.

D. I want to ask you a question this morning. Has there ever been a time in your spiritual life where you were so focused on Jesus that you didn’t care what others think about you? This woman in our story- she is there. Wouldn’t it be great if you were there too? 

2.  She crashed the party because it was a spiritual emergency- she needed Jesus now; some of us have never allowed ourselves to have a spiritual emergency. We are to fit and proper to have spiritual emergencies.
Luke 7:38 (NIV) 
38 and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 

A. She obviously didn’t think to herself that this is not the best place to be seeking out Jesus. She didn’t look at her calendar and look at Jesus’ calendar to see if there was a more suitable place to catch up with Him and go over her problems with Him. She had heard that Jesus would be there and she needed Him now. It was an emergency- a spiritual emergency.
B. Listen if you are having a heart attack while driving your car and you are able somehow to get the car pulled over to the side of the road and a doctor is traveling along the road sees you slumped over the steering wheel and so he stops his car  to see if he can help you. You are not going to tell him let me follow you to your office because it would be a better place to meet with you; Dr. it would be a more private place if you could just bring me to your clinic to treat me. You don’t care who sees you; you don’t care what people are saying; you are having an emergency and you just want the doctor to see you.

C. This woman didn’t care who saw her; this woman didn’t care what they were saying. She had an emergency, a spiritual emergency, and she needed to be treated by the Doctor and His name is Jesus.
D. When was the last time you had a spiritual emergency? You had to get to Jesus; you didn’t care who saw you; you didn’t care what they were saying about you; you knew you had to be treated by Doctor Jesus or you weren’t going to make it.
E. You may be here today and you know in your heart of hearts that you are having a spiritual emergency right this very moment.  Are you going to allow being fit and proper to stand in your way of seeing the doctor? This woman didn’t and I hope you will not either. 

3. She crashed the party because the God the Father was going to have someone minister to His Son if the host wasn’t going to do it.

Luke 7:44-46 (NIV) 
44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 
45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 
46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 

A.  If I don’t worship the Son my Bible tells me the rocks will cry out and worship Him. And in this passage of Scripture I learn that if I don’t minister to Jesus the Father will send someone else who will.
B. Jesus was the invited guest to the dinner party. But Simon didn’t treat Him like the invited guest. It was the custom of those days that if you invited someone to your home that you offered him water to clean his feet having traveling those dusty, dirty and hot roads.  It was a common courtesy but Simon never offers that to Jesus.  

C. Some churches are like Simon. We invite Jesus into our services but when He arrives we ignore Him. He may come as a person who just got of prison and looking for a place to love him; He may come as an addict looking for a church family that will help Him overcome his addiction; He may come as a person who says I can’t pay my rent this month and I am afraid that I will loose my house. He may come as a person who does not look like us; talk like us or act like us. I don’t know how He will come but I can tell you this if we don’t minister to Him: He will find someone else who will.
Matthew 25:37-40 (NIV) 
37 "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 
38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 
39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' 
40 "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.' 

D. I believe with all my heart that God has got His hand on this church. But let me tell you something if we quit praising the Lord, or if we quit ministering to people who come our way God will quickly find somebody else who will.
E. This woman, the sinner, wasn’t going to miss an opportunity to minister to Jesus; and we shouldn’t miss an opportunity to minister to Jesus.

4. She crashed the party because Simon needed a personal relationship with Jesus and God used her because she made herself available to Jesus. 
Luke 7:39-40 (NIV) 
39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is--that she is a sinner." 
40 Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to tell you." "Tell me, teacher," he said. 

A. Did you catch it? Simon had a question of Jesus but he never asked it. It says: “he said to himself.”  Simon never asked the question out loud but Jesus answered it. How do you think Luke knew about it when he was writing this Gospel if no one ever heard Simon’s question?

B. It could only be from one way: Simon told the disciple about it when He shared his testimony about how Jesus had changed his life.
C. The woman said nothing to Simon. All she did was make herself available to Jesus and I believe that was enough. Jesus did the rest.
D. Do you know what makes a great church?  A whole bunch of people who say we are going to make ourselves available to Jesus.  A great Christian is the same way. It is someone who just makes themselves available for God to use.

E. Do you make yourself available to God or are you just too busy? The woman made herself available and I hope you will too. 

5. She crashed the party because she was looking for unconditional love and found it in the person of Jesus.

Luke 7:47-50 (NIV) 
47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven--for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little." 
48 Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." 
49 The other guests began to say among themselves, "Who is this who even forgives sins?" 
50 Jesus said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace." 

A. Did you notice what Jesus didn’t tell her? I love you if now you straight up and get rid of that terrible reputation of being a sinner. No, He offered her exactly what she needed: to be loved with no strings attached. 

B. She had been searching for love all those years and all she found was conditional love. I will love you if you do something for me. Instead, in the person of Jesus she found a love that didn’t require anything of her to be loved. And that is why she was crying.

C. Today, God offers you that same unconditional love. He loves you; no strings attached. Have you ever experienced that type of love?

Let us pray!
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