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You are Flying too Close to the Ground when…

You Find that You always Got Something to Complain About



Introduction:
We now come to Part 9 in our series: You are flying too close to the ground. And by now you know what happens when you fly too close to the ground. Yes, that’s right: you crash and burn.
Let me tell you a story to introduce tonight’s crash and burn. Two construction workers were eating lunch one day. One of them says, “I hope I don’t have another meat loaf sandwich. I’m getting tired of meatloaf.”

The next day the construction worker opens his lunch box and says, “Meatloaf sandwich again I hate this stuff!”

The third day this same guy opens his lunch box and says “Oh no, meatloaf again! I’m getting tired of this every day.” The guy who’s been eating lunch with him now is getting tired of hearing him complaining every day and says, “hey man, why don’t you just get your wife to fix you something different for lunch?’

The first guys replies, “My wife? What are you talking about? I’m not married I make my own lunch.” And the point of the story is that some people love to complain about everything.
And here’s the problem with complaining: God hates complaining. Let me show you.
Turn with me in your Bibles 1 Corinthians 10:

1 Corinthians 10:6-10 (NIV) 
6 Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did. 
7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: "The people sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in pagan revelry." 
8 We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them did--and in one day twenty-three thousand of them died. 
9 We should not test the Lord, as some of them did--and were killed by snakes. 
10 And do not grumble, as some of them did--and were killed by the destroying angel. 

Let see what happens in this passage of Scripture. Complaining is put on the same level as idolatry, sexual immorality, and testing God. And certainly the Israelites experienced some low flying as they fell in the wilderness.
So, the question that we are confronted with: “is how do we contain our complaining?”
Body:
1. We search the Scripture to see what God says about complaining and we discover that His standard clashes with how we really are. 
Philippians 2:14 (NIV) 
14 Do everything without complaining or arguing, 
A. Wait a second God you don’t understand, I got to complain when there is a long line in tag office and it is not moving. “Do everything without complaining or arguing.”

B. Wait God you don’t understand; you obviously have not shopped in Wal Mart. I got to complain when Wal Mart is jam packed with customers and there is only a few check-out registers open. “Do everything without complaining or arguing.”

C. Wait God you don’t understand; when the church decides to do something that I don’t like, I have the right to complain. “Do everything without complaining or arguing.”

D. To be perfectly honest with you I don’t like that Scripture because it does give me any wiggle room. I would have preferred a standard of do most things without complaining or arguing.  But with God’s standard I have no wiggle room. If I complain, I am wrong. 
E. Have you ever stopped someone when they start complaining and say I sorry but you are wrong; I don’t want to hear your complaint?  We need to start doing that with one another.
2. We need to understand that if we don’t stop our complaining that we are no different then the rest of the world and yet God has called us to be different.
Philippians 2:15 (NIV) 
15 so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe 

A. If God calls us to be different then the world and we are not different than the world then what that is- is sin. It is sin because it is disobedience to God.

B. It is also a missed opportunity. Because if we were not complainers people would want to know what makes us so different than them. It would give us our opportunity to share our testimony. 

C. Jesus would ask us do we shine or do we just blend in with every one else.

3. If we are to control our complaining we have to be careful how we react to changing circumstances.
Philippians 2:17 (NIV) 
17 But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you. 

A. I adjust to my circumstances and learn to accept them over time. I may have cancer and over time I have learned to accept my situation. However, the greatest opportunity for complaint is when I first discovered that I have cancer. It is that changing circumstance- from thinking I am well to discovering that I am now sick that I am likely to complain.

B. And that is what Paul is telling us in vs. 17. I am in prison but even if my situation turns to the worst, I will not complain. 

C. And in vs. 18 he tells the Philippians if my situation changes you should not react to the circumstances. Sometimes I may react one way and those who love me or know me may react another way. Paul says if we are Christians our reactions should not bring rise to a complaint.
4. We need to keep our mind on all that God has done for us.

Philippians 2:16 (NIV) 
16 as you hold out the word of life--in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor for nothing. 

 A. Paul says that I am going to boast of all that God has done through my life after I gave him my life on that Damascus Road.
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