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Introduction:

On September 22nd, 1993 at about 2:53 in the morning, an Amtrak train derailed into the Big Bayou Canot near Mobile, Alabama. Forty two passengers and five crew members were killed and 103 passengers were injured.
On board that ill fated train was Gerary and Mary Jane Chancey and their eleven year old daughter, Andrea. Andrea was diagnosed from birth with cerebral palsy and was confined to a wheelchair. Her parents were extraordinary parents who devoted themselves to her care. 
As the train car that they were in was sinking into that murky bayou water, Gerary and Mary Jane pushed Andrea through a train window into the arms of rescuers. The parents of Andrea Chancey didn’t make it; they perished in that train car that very night. But, they gave their all to their daughter.
And their story reminds me that there are sometimes and for somethings that we have to give our all. Anything less will never do.
There will be times that giving some will not be enough. There will be times that giving most will not be enough. And there will be times that giving nearly all will not be enough. There will be times the only thing that will satisfy what is needed is giving my all.
In our passage of Scripture this morning God tells the people through the prophet Joel that they have to give all their heart to God and nothing else will be sufficient. And what I want us to see is what would happen in my own life if I give all my heart to God.

Joel 2:12-14 (NIV) 
12 'Even now,' declares the LORD, 'return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning.' 
13 Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity. 
14 Who knows? He may turn and have pity and leave behind a blessing...
Body:
1. If I give all my heart to God, it will be in spite of my past.
12 'Even now,' declares the LORD, 'return to me with all your heart…

A. The Lord says: “Even now”; in spite of all that has transpired in the past between you and Me; I still want you to come back to the Lord with all your heart.

B. And there was a lot that happened between Israel and God.  They wandered away from His Word; they chose disobedience; they ignored His prophets; they worshipped false gods. And in spite of all that God says, “Even now” come back to me.

C. One of the biggest hindrances to our selling out our heart to God is our past. Our past will tell us that there are things back there that God can not forgive. There are things in my past that make me unacceptable to God.

D. The devil will use my past to lie to me about how unpleasing I am to God. He will tell me: “God doesn’t want you. God can’t use you. Don’t you remember how you are or what you did?”  
E. My own past will lie to me about how bad it is. It will tell me that God can not possibly love me because I am a (you fill in the blank) or I have done (you fill in the blank).
F. God says in spite of all that has happened in your past I want you “even now” to sell out your heart completely to me. Will you do that today?

2. If I give all my heart to God, my life will be changed from the inside out. 
12 'Even now,' declares the LORD, 'return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning.' 
13 Rend your heart and not your garments.
A. We are good at trying to change our life outwardly. When I feel distant from God I may decide to go back to church; I may decide to pick up my Bible at home and attempt to read it; or I may decide give a little more when the plate is passed. But all those things may mean nothing if something is not happening to me on the inside.   
B. God is not impressed with the outward symbols of our religion. He is going to look deeper. He is going to look to see if your heart has been changed. The Bible says that man looks at the outer appearance but God looks at the heart. 
C. He wants to know if the change that people see in me is real; He wants to know if the change in me is going to weather the storms of life; He wants to know if the change in me has intensity or whether it is just superficial and won’t last.
C. God tells us to rend our hearts. Is your heart soft and teachable to the things of God or is your heart hard and unyielding to the things of God? A heart that is given to God will be sensitive to the things of God.
3. If I give all my heart to God, the fear I have of that encounter with God is immediately washed away by experiencing His loving character. 

13 … Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity. 

A. When we have been away from God for a while, it is natural for us to have a fear of a fresh encounter with God. We think that our encounter with God will be unpleasant. We feel that He will jump our case because we have been away from Him. We are afraid that he will give us a 1,000 questions about why I have been so distant from Him for so long. We may even be afraid that He might punish us because we have been away from Him.
B. But the Bible tells us of two stories that reveal this would not be the response of a loving God. Jacob was returning to his homeland and therefore a meeting with his brother Esau. Last time they had seen each other Jacob had stolen the birthright and Jacob believed that Esau might still want revenge. Jacob was fearful of the encounter but what he found instead was a gracious brother. 

C. The Prodigal Son had squandered all his inheritance and had nothing left. He thought to himself if his father took him back as a servant he would be better off then he was right that second. So he returns home apprehensive of his encounter with his father. The father full of grace and mercy accepted his son back not as a servant but as his son who had returned home.
D. In both cases any fear of the encounter quickly disappeared when they saw the graciousness of the one who they returned home to. If Esau was that gracious when Jacob returned; and the Father was that thankful when the Prodigal Son returned, how do you think God would be if you returned to Him? 
E. I don’t matter if you have been a away from God 1 hour, 1 day, 1 month, 1 year or 10 years when you return back to God you may have some fear but it will quickly vanish away when you see the loving character of God revealed to you. 
F. So what I am telling you is: don’t let fear stand in the way of you and God this morning.  Don’t let fear stand in the way of your coming to the altar this morning.
4. If I give all my heart to God, I open my life to be blessed.
14 Who knows? He may turn and have pity and leave behind a blessing—
A.  Some people lives are not blessed because they fight God. Instead of going through life with God they chose to fight God. Some of you in this room have been fighting with God for years.

B. Once again as we saw last week the blessing comes through brokenness. This time the writer, Joel, tells us that God is asking for you and I to break our stubborn heart. He asks us to break our rebellious heart. He asks us to allow God to teach and to mold our heart. 
C. It is not a bad trade for us who are businessmen. God ask me to open all my heart to Him and He will bless my whole life. Give my heart to God so God can bless my whole life- not a bad trade.
Conclusion:

We have been given an invitation this morning to be set free from our past. We have been given an invitation to come back to God no matter what has happened in our lives up to this very point. 

And God says my loving character will wrap itself around you and I will bless you. God says I will not punish you for being so far away from me for so long instead I will welcome you back home.
How can you turn down such an invitation?

Let us Pray!
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