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	When Things Go Wrong Part 7

Romans 8:35-39



Introduction:
Please stand for the reading of God’s Word:  Romans 8:35-39 (NIV) 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 
36 As it is written: "For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 
39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Romans Chapter 8 mimics the Christian life. In the midst of a whole bunch of trouble that can fall upon the Christian, we have at our disposal the benefits that God has given us so that we can successful make it through those difficult times.
Today as we close Chapter 8, God is going to tell us one more benefit we have to deal with the difficulties of life. 

It is this: Things will never change between God and me from the most important perspective- God’s perspective.

To understand that benefit- Paul first begins with a question “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?” And we don’t get the answer until verses 38 and 39. And so let’s see why things will never change between God and me from God’s perspective.

Body:

1. Be assured that once a relationship has been established with God that can be no separation.
Romans 8:38-39 (NIV) 
38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 
39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
A. In a usual relationship either party can end a relationship. But the relationship between God and me is no usual relationship. It cannot be severed.

B. By God
a. God has the power to make sure no threats come between us and He is the only one can make that promise. Romans 8:35 (NIV) 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 

b. God does not change his mind about me. Numbers 23:19 (NIV) 
19 God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he should change his mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill? 

c. God is not surprised by anything that happened in our relationship because he is all knowing.  Psalm 139:1-4 (NIV) 
1 O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. 
2 You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 
3 You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. 
4 Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD. 

C. By Man
a. The relationship that I have with Jesus is not based upon my deeds. Romans 3:21-28 (NIV) 
21 But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 
22 This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
24 and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 
25 God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished-- 
26 he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 
27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what principle? On that of observing the law? No, but on that of faith. 
28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law. 

b. I decide to enter the relationship with God and therefore I can walk away from God. Romans 9:15-18 (NIV) 
15 For he says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion." 
16 It does not, therefore, depend on man's desire or effort, but on God's mercy. 
17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: "I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth." 
18 Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden. 
John 1:10-13 (NIV) 
10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 
11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 
12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- 
13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. 

c. Nor is it based upon my ability to hang in there to the end. Ephesians 1:13-14 (NIV) 
13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 
14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory. 

2. Be reminded that there should be no freaking out in the Christian life because we are more than conquerors.
Romans 8:36-37 (NIV) 
36 As it is written: "For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 

