

Introduction:

We began this series by saying in each one of our lives it is not the case “if” problems come upon us but rather “when” problems come upon us.

And we saw three reasons so far in our study why it is a case of “when” and not “if”. First, God has subjected this world to frustration. No matter how much man tries to improve his planet or protect his world, God has subjected it to decay and mans’ best efforts will never be able to override that.   

Secondly, in the heart of every Christian God has placed a measure of dissatisfaction with this life. And usually when the Christian attempts to satisfy that dissatisfaction it usually creates problems for the Christian.

And thirdly, we are driven to God by the circumstances that we find ourselves in but we don’t know what to pray for without the Holy Spirit’s assistance. So if we are not in tune with the Holy Spirit then it seems like God feels distant adding to our problems.

At which point, the Apostle Paul gave us a respite from the problems of life by offering us some hope in the person of God. We saw that God is bigger than any frustration we experience and therefore can control the frustrations that come into our life. He showed us His greatest work of controlling frustration in the person of Jesus Christ. Jesus was frustrated by life as He approached His death and God controlled that frustration by raising Him from the dead. And then God concluded that section by telling us that no frustration can separate us from Him.

Tonight,   the Holy Spirit addresses our insecurities.  Obviously, when we come up against these frustrations we might question our relationship with God so He wants to make some things very clear to us. These verses address our frustrations but they also address our fear, anxiety and worry because we do struggle with those things also.
Body

1. In the face of our enemies we have nothing to fear.
Romans 8:31 (NIV) 
31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 

A. The day that I became a Christian, I increased the number of my enemies.  Nobody tells you that when you come to meet Christ as your Savior. They would rather tell you to come to know Christ and your problems are solved.
 Mark 13:13 (NIV) 
13 All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 
John 15:18 (NIV) 
18 "If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 

B. You increased the number of your enemies the day of your salvation. But the good news is that although you have an increase the number of enemies when you compare them to God it is like you have no enemies at all because none of them can stand against God. “who can be against us”
C. Job 42:1-2 (NIV) 
1 Then Job replied to the LORD: 
2 "I know that you can do all things; no plan of yours can be thwarted. 

2. In the face our doubts, we need to remain confident.
Romans 8:323 (NIV) 
32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all--how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 

A. Is God going to withhold anything from us if he did not withhold His only Son. The answer is: “no” but He doesn’t always give us what we want.
B. 2 Corinthians 12:7-9 (NIV) 
7 To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 
8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 
9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. 

3. In the face of accusations against me, be bold.

Romans 8:33-34 (NIV) 
33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 
34 Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 
A. I can think of One who loves to bring accusations against me. His name is Satan. 

B. Zechariah 3:1-4 (NIV) 
1 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right side to accuse him. 
2 The LORD said to Satan, "The LORD rebuke you, Satan! The LORD, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Is not this man a burning stick snatched from the fire?" 
3 Now Joshua was dressed in filthy clothes as he stood before the angel. 
4 The angel said to those who were standing before him, "Take off his filthy clothes." Then he said to Joshua, "See, I have taken away your sin, and I will put rich garments on you." 

C. Job 1:8-12 (NIV) 
8 Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil." 
9 "Does Job fear God for nothing?" Satan replied. 
10 "Have you not put a hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land. 
11 But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face." 
12 The LORD said to Satan, "Very well, then, everything he has is in your hands, but on the man himself do not lay a finger." Then Satan went out from the presence of the LORD. 

D. 1 Corinthians 15:9-10 (NIV) 
9 For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them--yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. 

