	Romans 8:28-31
	When Things Go Wrong  Part 5 



Introduction:

We began this series by saying in each one of our lives it is not the case “if” problems come upon us but rather “when” problems come upon us.

And we saw three reasons so far in our study why it is a case of “when” and not “if”. First, God has subjected this world to frustration. No matter how much man tries to improve his planet or protect his world, God has subjected it to decay and mans’ best efforts will never be able to override that.   

Secondly, in the heart of every Christian God has given a measure of dissatisfaction with his or her life. And usually when the Christian attempts to satisfy that dissatisfaction it usually creates problems for the Christian.

And thirdly, we are driven to God by the circumstances that we find ourselves in but we don’t know what to pray for without the Holy Spirit’s assistance. So if we are not in tune with the Holy Spirit then it seems like God feels distant adding to our problems.

Tonight, we take a break from looking at the frustrations and we find our first help to deal with the frustrations that we have already learned about-the frustrations of the world, the frustrations of our body and the frustrations of not knowing how to pray.

Let’s read together Romans 8:28-30

Romans 8:28-31 (NIV) 
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 
29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 
31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 

Body

1. God is more powerful than any frustration that has a hold on us and therefore, He controls the frustration and changes it so as to become a benefit in our life.
Romans 8:28 (NIV) 
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 
A. Do frustrations have power over this? Yes, they sure do! But God is more powerful than any frustration.  Whatever frustration you can think of- God is more powerful than that frustration- never having enough money to pay your bills, always seeming to be sick, always having things breaking down, etc.

B. If you are not a Christian than those frustrations have no purpose in your life except to frustrate you.

C. But for those who love Him, those who are truly Christian, God changes the frustration and turns it around so that the frustration has a purpose in our life and it is not there purely for the sake of frustrating me.

D.  Is that not a help to know that God is bigger than any frustration and He uses it to my good? Now the question that I have to ask myself: “Do I live like I believe that?”
2. Jesus is our example of One who endured the worst of frustrations and God controlled those frustrations and turned them to His good.
Matthew 26:39 (NIV) 
39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will." 

A. Was Gethsemane not a frustration to Jesus? Didn’t he plead with the Father to let this frustration pass Him by? But didn’t the Father turn that frustration to good. He made Jesus the head of the Church. Jesus received what He desired- to have a people that belonged to Him.
B. And how are we connected to the Son- in His likeness. Just as He experienced frustrations in His life we will experience frustrations in our life. Just as the Father turned them to good in the life of Jesus, the Father will turn our frustrations to good. 
3. The frustrations, no matter how bad they are, cannot separate me from God.
Romans 8:30 (NIV) 
30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 

A. What is the first thing we want to think as a Christian when frustrations come against us? We want to think that I done something wrong; it must be that I am suffering from sin in my life. Maybe, I am not saved at all. After all, if I am saved I ought to be experiencing the good life. And that is simply not true. We are just experiencing what Jesus experienced.
B.  But the good news is that the frustrations cannot separate me from God because as we already said that He is greater than our frustrations.
C. And therefore, my calling, my justification and my glorification does not depend upon me but God.  Look what it says: He called; He justified and He also glorified.  If it depended upon me then I got a problem because I know that I am not stronger than the frustrations of my life; they do get me down; and probably could even rob me of a relationship with God if it depended upon me.  But praise God, the relationship depends upon God and He keeps it because He is greater than any frustrations that I experience.
D. So the conclusion is obvious: Romans 8:31 (NIV) 
31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 
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