	
	When Things Go Wrong Part 4                  Romans 8:26-28



Introduction:
We began this series by saying in each one of our lives it is not the case “if” problems come upon us but rather “when” problems come upon us.

And we saw two reasons why it is a case of “when” and not “if”. First, God has subjected this world to frustration. No matter how much man tries to improve his planet or protect this world, God has subjected it to decay and mans’ best efforts will never be able to override that.   

Secondly, in the heart of every Christian God has given a measure of dissatisfaction with his or her life. And usually when the Christian attempts to satisfy that dissatisfaction it usually creates problems for the Christian.
Now tonight, we want to see the connection between the Holy Spirit of God, the frustration of the earth and the dissatisfaction of the Christian and see how all three are connected because the Apostle Paul connects them with the first words of our passage of Scripture tonight “in the same way.” Please stand as we read the Scripture.
Romans 8:26-27 (NIV) 
26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 
27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will. 
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 

Body

1. The frustration of the earth and the dissatisfaction of the Christian cause the Christian to seek out God. And isn’t the job of the Holy Spirit to help us seek out God in our life.
26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
A. Doesn’t every time you hear of a natural disaster like a large earthquake that takes out a city or a hurricane that kills so many people that you think to yourself time must be getting close and God is going to be coming back soon.  And the result is: you are brought closer to God.
B. Doesn’t every time you see someone who appears to be satisfied with this life draw your attention to your present dissatisfaction and that should ultimately leads to your reasoning that God will one day satisfy your dissatisfaction. And so your dissatisfaction points you to God.

C. And that is exactly what the Holy Spirit does. He points us to God. And so when Paul says “in the same way” he is absolutely correct.

2. We now come to our third frustration. We are driven to God but we don’t know what to pray for without the Holy Spirit’s assistance.

We do not know what we ought to pray for…

A. Do we pray for the wrong things?  Obviously from the Scripture the answer is yes. The Holy Spirit intercedes for us not exactly for what we want but what is the best thing for us.
B. Does God sometimes give us what we want and not what the Holy Spirit interceded on our behalf for? The answer is “yes” and does that not sometimes lead to problems. I believe that it does. When I get what I want and not what God wants for my life it usually produces problems.
C. Our prayer should be: “God, this is what I believe that I want but do not answer my prayer but please answer the intercession of the Holy Spirit on my behalf.” 
3. Jesus searches our hearts and knows the mind of the Spirit who keeps us in the will of God. But the frustration is that sometimes we don’t take a direct path to the will of God in our lives.
1 Chronicles 28:9 (NIV) 
9 "And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your father, and serve him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the LORD searches every heart and understands every motive behind the thoughts. If you seek him, he will be found by you; but if you forsake him, he will reject you forever. 

Romans 8:28 (NIV) 
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 

A. The frustration is that main time the road is not a straight line to the will of God. Instead, is more like a circle that read you back around to the will of God.
B. This can cause frustration in our life.
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