When Things Go Wrong Part 3
Romans 8:22-25
Scripture:

Romans 8:22-25 (NIV) 
22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 
23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 
24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? 
25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 

Body

It is not a matter of “if” things go wrong but it is a matter of “when” things go wrong. And they are going to go wrong as we have discovered from this passage for three reasons: we live in a messed up world; we have messed up bodies and we have messed up relationships.

Last week, we discussed the messed up world. And we said that the natural order of things that we are made for God and a result we are to honor and worship Him. And this earth was made for us. We are subject to God and the earth is subject to us. But if you take God out of picture what happens is that you begin to worship the earth. And that messed up relationship will lead to more problems in your life. Let me read to you from this week’ Crosswalk.com how that false kind of thinking (worshipping the earth) has crept into the church.
Tonight, we need to discuss our messed up bodies.

1. It is a case of “when” and not “if” because it is a situation of us not being perfected yet and so this body with its imperfections will turn on us.
23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.
A. Paul starts off that not only is there something wrong with the world we live in but there is also some wrong with the bodies we have housing our soul and spirit. These bodies that have Christ living in them are also set for decay. 
B. 2 Corinthians 1:21-22 (NIV) 
21 Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, 
22 set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

C. God is in us so we could falsely conclude that our bodies ought to be getting better but the Scripture paints a different picture- a Holy God in an imperfect body- a body that is are still subject to sin and death.

D. Doesn’t the world paint a false picture to us that our bodies are getting better? We know more about our bodies than we did better; we know how to better treat our body than ever before. But the truth is that our bodies are decaying because said “no only so” about us. We are like this world; set on a course of decay. Romans 8:21 (NIV) 
21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

E. Doesn’t sin bring with it its own set of problems? Even the process of dying brings its own set of problems. For some death is the simple act of going to bed one night and not waking up but for many it is a process most of the time drawn out that creates unique problems for the person dying and the caregiver.
2. It is a case of “when” and not “if” because our present situation demands our dissatisfaction and that will create problems with the present world which wants us to find satisfaction at any cost.
Romans 8:23 (NIV) 
23 … groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 

A. This world attempts to make you satisfied but the person who is a Christian will never be satisfied. And so we live in conflict with this world.

B. That conflict, that healthy tension, will create problems. Some Christians don’t like the pressure of that conflict and so what they attempt to do is to conform to the world. It will easy that conflict. But we are told clearly in Romans 12:1 “do not conform to this world”.
C. How many of you feel that sense of dissatisfaction? And you think something is wrong with you but that is perfectly normal if you are a Christian. 
3. How do we deal with the problems of our body? We have the hope, the assurance there is a body that I will possess in the future that will not fight with me like this body fights with me.
Romans 8:24-25 (NIV) 
24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? 
25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 

A. 1 Corinthians 15:40-44 (NIV) 
40 There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another. 
41 The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendor. 
42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; 
43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 
44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 

B. I hang on and fight with this body because my body will be so much more perfect.
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