When Things Go Wrong Part 2
Romans 8:19-22

Scripture:

Romans 8:19-22 (NIV) 
19 The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. 
20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 
21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 
22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 

Introduction:

We started our series by saying that it is not a case of “if” things go wrong but rather it is a case of “when” things go wrong. And we shared that the way we get through these times is by focusing our minds on what heaven has in store for us.
In Evon’s case that “if” turned to “when” she got home last Wednesday night from Bible Study. When she arrived home, she had an unwelcomed guest in her home- a snake. She got a pair of kitchen thongs and grabbed him by the head. When she did that the snake wrapped his body around her arm. Knowing Evon, when that happened, the “when” turned to screams. The point is that the “when” can happen any time.

Tonight, we look at the world we live in and we see how this world adds to those “whens” in our life.

Body

1. We need to understand the role of creation in the “whens” of life.
Romans 8:19 and 21 (NIV) 
19 The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed…  
21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

A.  The planet in the past and the planet in the future is for the children of God. We have had drilled into our minds that we are to serve the earth. Instead the earth was designed by God to serve us.
B. The natural order is that God has made us and we are to serve Him and set for his glory. God, on the other hand,  made the earth to serve us.
C. But look what happens when we take God out of the equation. We reason that the earth is older than we are and therefore we are subject to it and not vice versa.
D. And what happens when you serve the earth rather than God you get more “whens” in your life because your life is out of wack. It is obvious because you are the wrong thing.
Romans 1:22-25 (NIV) 
22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 
23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. 
24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 
25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator--who is forever praised. Amen. 

2. We got to cope with an old dying planet and because of its condition there are more “whens” in our life.

Romans 8:20 (NIV) 
20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 
 
A.  Think with me: as you get older than number of “whens”. This world is getting older and despite our best effort to save the planet; God has sentenced this world to death.  
B. 2 Peter 3:10 (NIV) 
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. 

3. Look for  a Resurrected planet
Romans 8:21 (NIV) 
21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

A. We got through the”when” last week by looking forward to how great heaven will be.

a. The new planet that will not die. 

b. Perfectly sustain us. 

c. It will be at peace with itself.

d. Perfectly safe
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