When Things Go Wrong Part 1 Romans 8:18



Introduction
Tonight, we start a new series entitled “When Things Go Wrong”.  You notice that I didn’t say “If things go wrong” because it is not a question of “if”; it is a question of “when”.

Our personal experience tells us that. Let me ask you a question: “How many in this room have never had a problem? How many in this room have had more than one problem in their life?”  So every body’s personal experience testifies it is not a matter of “if” but a matter of “when”.

The writers of the Old Testament confirm what our personal experience teaches us. Look at Isaiah Chapter 5, for example. Isaiah talks about the Lord’s vineyard, his field and he says “he looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit.” And he goes on to saw “he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; for righteousness, but heard cries of distress.”  Life is full of times when we get what we don’t want- something has gone wrong.

So, let’s answer the obvious question tonight and probably the most important question we can ask ourselves-“What am I to do when things go wrong?” 

To find the answer we turn to Romans 8:18- just one verse of Scripture. Let’s stand and read it together.

Romans 8:18 (NIV) 
18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 

Body

1. If it is a case of “when” and not “if” then I should not be surprised when something has gone wrong and now I am left to deal with the pain. 
               Vs 18  I consider that our present sufferings…
A. What is present suffering? Pain.  And isn’t that so true- something has gone wrong and you start immediately feeling the pain. I.e. Adam and Eve in the garden- something has gone wrong; they ate of the tree that God told them not to eat from. Immediately they both knew that they were naked and ashamed. God gives them a series of judgments and then they are removed from the Garden. For Adam and Eve something had gone wrong and now they are left to deal with the pain. Leaving  the Garden of Paradise, now that is painful! And that same thing happens to you and me- something has gone wrong and pain enters the scene.
B. We all will experience pain, suffering and evil in this world and we better not be shocked by it or it will shake your faith.  I.e. Laura Bush just recently published her memoirs in a book entitled Spoke from the Heart. And the author of the article announcing the book, Jamie Stengle, goes on retell a story in the book about Laura at age of 17 running a stop sign and hitting the car of a fellow classmate, Michael Douglas and killing him. And listen to what the author says about the incident. “Former first lady Laura Bush says in her new book that she lost her faith for many years after her pleas to God to spare the life of a high school classmate whose car she hit were not answered.” It did not work out like she anticipated- God did not heal the young boy- and in her pain her faith was shaken.
C. You see if we are surprised by the pain it may shake our faith.  And as Christians, we should not be surprised that pain comes when things go wrong.
D. You say, “Why should we not be surprised by the pain?” The rest of Romans 8 tells us why.
a. We have a messed up planet.

Romans 8:19-21 (NIV) 
19 The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. 
20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 
21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

b. We have messed up bodies.

Romans 8:22-23 (NIV) 
22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 
23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 

b. We have messed up relationships among ourselves.
Romans 8:35 (NIV) 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 
i. Some of those things mentioned may not involve relationships with others. But some of them certainly do- persecution, danger, or sword; they speak of messed up relationships.
2. If it is a case of “when” and not “if” and now that I know that pain comes with the “when”, I need to learn to put the pain in its proper perspective.

Romans 8:18 (NIV) 
18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 
A. The key words are: present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory
B. The pain is a reality and indeed it hurts but there is also the reality that those who hold up under the pain have something better coming. And I must take a look at the whole picture not just a partial picture. A partial picture might shake my faith up but a whole picture will keep me steady.
C. Look at what the Scripture is telling us: the pain is bad now but in comparison to the future the good is so much better  that it more than outweighs the bad. I.e. the pain in childbirth is bad but the birth of your child is so much better that the pain is quickly forgotten.
D. Not belittling your pain now but the good that you are going to get in eternity is going to be far greater than any bad you have to experience now.
Isaiah 65:17-19 (NIV) 
17 "Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind. 
18 But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy. 
19 I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more. 

3. If it is a case of “when” and not “if” and now that I know that pain comes with the “when” and I have learned that I have to focus on the whole picture and not the partial picture, I must then work at focusing my mind on the future that God has in store for me because I have no problem focusing on the here and now.
Romans 8:18 (NIV) 
18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 

A. None of us in this room have the problem of being so heavenly minded that we are no earthly good. Instead our problem is just the opposite. We are so wrapped up in the here and now, we can’t think clearly about our heavenly home.
Conclusion

Romans 8:18 (NIV) 
18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 

Do you really believe that?
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