	Revelation 21:1-5
	When God Makes Everything New 



The Introduction

I love the way new things smell. There is no better smell in all the world then the smell of a new born baby. How about the smell of a new car? That’s a great smell too. Then there is a smell of a new home; I love to walk into a place that has just been built; it has its own unique smell.
Well, in the final chapters of the book of Revelation, God is going to do away with the present heaven and the present earth and He is going to create a brand new heaven and a brand new earth. I can’t adequately tell you how much I look forward to that day to smell a new heaven and a new earth. It will surely top the greatest smells of this life.

And why does God create the new heaven and the new earth? I am sure it wasn’t just for the great smells but rather it is to teach us about the character of God. So let’s see what we can learn from this passage of Scripture.

Turn with me in your Bibles to Revelation 21:1-5.

Revelation 21:1-5 (NIV) 
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 
2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 
4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." 
5 He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." 

The Body

1. God will make a new heaven and a new earth to remind us that He does not patch what is broken but rather He takes what is broken and makes it new.
Revelation 21:1 (NIV) 
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 
A. If I happened to run over something in my car that causes me a flat tire I would take that tire to a service station to get it patched. I would not even consider getting a new tire unless the mechanic tells me that he can not patch it.
B. God, on the other hand, would not even consider patching the tire. He would make it new. God does not patch.

C. I personally was in need of fixing. My life was spinning out of control. Our marriage was going through a difficult time. Then on August 15th 1976 I asked Jesus Christ into my life and He did not patch me He made me a new creation. And I am so thankful that He does not patch.

D. Earth, the Bibles says has been groaning because of the effects of our sins upon it. Heaven is in need of repair because Satan has walked throughout it; we discovered that in Job. God is not going to patch the Earth; God is not going to patch heaven. Instead, He will create a new heaven and a new earth.

E. Today, do you feel like that something in your life is in need of patching? Well you have come to the right place but God is not going to patch your problem; instead He will give you a new beginning.

2. God will make a new heaven and a new earth to demonstrate that His desire for my life is to give me His very best.
Revelation 21:2 (NIV) 
2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 

A. The Bible tells me that God is the same yesterday, today and forever. And if His desire is to give His very best to His people at the end of time; and if His desire in the Old Testament was to give His very best to his people at that time. (Remember

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) 
11 For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.) 

Then it makes spiritual sense that God’s desire for you and for me is to give us His best.
B. But you say, Bro Dave, I don’t sense that I am experiencing God’s best for my life. I can tell you it probably because you have drifted away from God. When you chose to move away from God, you chose to move away from God’s best for your life.
C. Today, do you feel like you have drifted away from God? Then the solution is quite simple. Draw near to God again and He will draw near to you. James puts it this way:

James 4:8 (NIV) 
8 Come near to God and he will come near to you... 

Today, if you desire to experience God’s best you need to take that first step of moving toward God.
3. God will make a new heaven and a new earth to reveal to me that He wants nothing to get in the way of my fellowship with Him.
Revelation 21:3 (NIV) 
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 

A. The Garden of Eden was the perfect setting; that is until sin entered the picture. Then sin got between God and me and my fellowship with God suffered.
B. The perfect setting was no longer perfect and so man had to be expelled from the Garden.  And so when God creates a new heaven and a new earth to commune with me; it is a reminder that God has done away with everything that could in any way hinder my fellowship with Him.  He has thrown the devil, death and therefore sin into the lake of fire never to be a problem for me again.
C. I know here and now is not the perfect setting to have fellowship with God and I long for that perfect setting. But I wonder today if there is anything that I need to throw out of my life because it is hindering my fellowship with God this very moment.

D. I wonder if there is something that I am doing that I know is wrong and I know is hindering my fellowship with God; I wonder if it is some people that I hang with; that I know are hindering my fellowship with God but yet I continue to hang with them; I wondering if there is something that I am not doing that I know I should be doing and because I am not doing it my fellowship with God is broken. 
E. God does His part to remove every hindrance in eternity that could interfere with my fellowship with Him; am I doing my part here and now to remove every hindrance that interferes with my fellowship with God?

4. God will make a new heaven and a new earth to assure me that the pains of the past will never hurt me again.
Revelation 21:4 (NIV) 
4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." 
A. I am a Christian but I still have to deal with the pains of the past. Oh, I know that they are under the blood of Jesus and they shouldn’t have any power over me but my problem is that I still remember them; my problem is that the devil still loves to bring them up to me and remind me about them; and unfortunately some times people I love bring them up, and no matter how they come to my mind they still hurt.

B. Well, when God creates the new heaven and earth He will give me the power to forget them; it is no longer they are covered under the blood but rather they are no longer. Gone! Vanished! How can that happen? It will happen the same way that God now forgets my sins that I have confessed to Him. They are no more.
C. Heaven is going to be a great place for many reasons and one of the main ones is that I will no longer be carrying any baggage of the past.

5. God will make a new heaven and a new earth to prove that He has the power to do what He has told me He will do for me.
Revelation 21:5 (NIV) 
5 He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." 

A. If God has the power to create a new heaven and a new earth then it would seem to reason that God has the power to forgive my sins?

B. If God has the power to create a new heaven and a new earth then it would seem to reason that He has the power to heal my marriage?

C. If God has the power to create a new heaven and a new earth then it seems to reason that nothing is too difficult to God? And that is the correct answer: Nothing is too difficult for God.

The Conclusion

Why does God take the time to tell me that somewhere in the future He is going to create a new heaven and a new earth? Because that same power it takes to create a new heaven and a new earth is now at work in my life.
My question to you then is this: Are you allowing Him to work in your life?
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