	When God Holds Open House
	Revelation 21:9-14



The Introduction:
During the Christmas season merchants in McComb hold what they called “open house” usually on a Sunday afternoon after Church. They invite you to come enjoy some refreshments and look around their shops. The purpose of the “open house” is obviously to get you to come in their store, see something that you want and buy it.

When Anne and I lived in the New Orleans area one of our favorite Sunday activities would be riding around and looking at “open houses.”  A real estate agent would take one of their “for sale” listings and open that house up so that anyone who drove by, saw it, and liked what they saw from the outside could also see what the inside looked like without making any type of appointment. You just stopped your car and came on in. The purpose of the “open house” is to get you to see the house, fall in love with it and have you put in an offer to purchase.

When school starts back up in a couple of weeks, one of the first activities that the school will plan is an “open house.”  During that time parents will be given the opportunity to meet their child’s teachers. The purpose of the “open house” is to build that line of communication between the parent and the teacher.
So what I have discovered is that when there is an “open house” there is some underlying reason why the “open house” is held.

In our passage of Scripture today, God is holding an “open house”.  So I need to discover:  what is the underlying reason for God’s “open house?” What is He trying to tell me as He reveals to me what heaven’s home will be like?
Revelation 21:9-14 (NIV) 
9 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said to me, "Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb." 
10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. 
11 It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 
12 It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. 
13 There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the south and three on the west. 
14 The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
The Body

1. God’s Open House reveals that Godly character exhibited in your life can influence where you live.
Revelation 21:10 (NIV) 
10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. 
A. John says that he saw the Holy City. It is not a Holy City because the street s are made of gold. It is not a Holy City because it is brilliant in light. It is not a Holy City because it has magnificent walls and beautiful gates.  It is holy because the inhabitants are holy. It is those who live there that make it a holy city.
B. That speaks to me about the influence our lives have right now in this world. And I don’t think we truly grasp the influence that godly people have upon this world, our community, our neighbors and the people we work with. 

C. This is a beautiful little country church; the kind of church you would easily see in a magazine- it is a picture perfect little church but does that make this church holy? No, this church building is just a building until God’s people gather together to worship Him then it becomes a holy place. The holiness comes not from the building but from the people. When God’s people walk into this place it transforms this place. That’s the influence of the holiness within us.

D. When God’s people living godly lives walk into their place of work, it transforms that place. When’s God’s people living godly lives pray for a family member that is living without Jesus in his heart it changes that person. When God’s people living godly lives pray for someone who is sick that pray touches the heart of God.

E. But here is the tragedy. When God’s people chose to live like the world we lose all of our influence of holiness. Today, are you walking in the influence of holiness wherever you go or are you leaving no mark whenever you go? How sad if a Christian leaves no influence wherever they have been!

2. God’s Open House reveals the desperate need for Christians to rise up and show their godly influence before it is too late..
Revelation 21:12-13 (NIV) 
12 It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel.13 There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the south and three on the west. 

A. Remember ABC Wide World of Sports that came on television on Saturday afternoons. One of the famous lines of the introduction talked about “the thrill of victory and the agony of defeat.” Well, this passage reminds me of the heart of God for those who believe in Him (the thrill of victory) and yet the judgment of God (the agony of defeat) for those who reject Him. 
B. Let’s first talk about the thrill of victory. There were three gates in every direction- north, south, east and west.  God made it easy for anyone to come to His heaven. You don’t have to go searching for an entrance it is right there. It goes along with John 3:16 that God so loved the world. God’s desire is that they come from every direction. He build the city from His heart. But notice also that the gates are guarded by angels. You just don’t walk into the city somebody has to bring you into that city. That somebody is Jesus. 
John 14:6 (NIV) 
6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

C. But then John sees the agony of defeat. Large gates; angels standing guard at every gate. And then a great high wall between every gate. If you would go down to verse 17 you discover the wall was 144 cubits high or 215 feet high. What could be open to everybody quickly turns into a fortress to keep others out.  That speaks of the judgment of God.  Reject Jesus and there is no sneaking into heaven.
D. Why did Jesus tell us about the gates and walls? That doesn’t hinder the Christian because we have accepted what Jesus has done for us. We have entrance into the holy city. It is mentioned because of our holiness influence.  When is the time to be concerned about your lost co-worker, or your friend or your lost family member?  Not when the gates are shut and they are outside of the wall. Now is the time when our holiness can influence them and the heart of God. Now is the time to exert some spiritual influence in people’s lives. When we see the gates and walls it is too late to exert our holiness influence on others. 
3. God’s Open House reminds us of the example of twelve men who turned their  world upside down for Jesus because of their holiness.
Revelation 21:14 (NIV) 
14 The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
A. How did the church get its start? With just twelve men.  The church grew daily the Bible says in the Book of Acts  because of the holiness of these 12 men.  They are the foundation of the church of the church that exist today and they are the foundation of the Holy City in heaven. Twelve men who used their influence of holiness and they changed two worlds.

B. Maybe there is a challenge in this passage of Scripture for us today. How many of you will make a commitment  along side of  me to consciously chose to live godly and influence the places where I live, where I work, my family, my friends and this church for the next 3 months.  And then on October 5th, 2008 ( mark it on your calendar) we will have a special service Sunday morning so we can share what God has done through our obedience and we will be sure to give Him the praise for all that He accomplished  through  our obedience.
C. You may be saying how do I know that God will do great things that you talked about if I commit and honor my commitment to live holy? Because of his faithfulness. On the gates were the names of the 12 tribes of Israel. God honored His commitment to them to make them His people; Israel  however rejected their Messiah. The lack of faithfulness was on Israel’s part not God’s.

D. Make the commitment, let’s see what God will do and let’s celebrate Oct. 5th.
Let us pray!
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