When God Gave us Grace, God Did Not Mean What we have Taken Grace to Mean
Introduction

We all have been misunderstood a time or two. We might have said something and somebody taken it to mean something that we did not say or mean.

Well tonight, God has given us grace and taken us out of the requirements of the law and we have taken it to mean something that God did not intent for it to mean.

 Romans 6:15-18 (NIV) 
15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 
16 Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey--whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 
17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. 
18 You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. 
So tonight God is going to clarify for us what He meant when He gave us grace.

Body

1. God did not mean that when He gave us grace that sin should no longer be a big concern for us.
Romans 6:15 (NIV) 
15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 

A. We are not to abuse grace. We abuse grace when we think obedience is not a big deal.  We abuse grace when we think sin is not a big deal.

B. Jude 1:3-4 (NIV) 
3 Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints. 
4 For certain men whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are godless men, who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord. 
C. It is heresy. 
D. Hebrews 10:26 (NIV) 
26 If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 
E. It proves we are not saved.
F. It is insult to the cross because the cross was about the freedom from sin.
2. You are either a slave to sin or a slave to obedience and grace does not give you an option for a third choice.
Romans 6:16 (NIV) 
16 Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey--whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 

A. In this world we are slaves to one of two things.  We enter this world as slaves and  we leave this world as slaves. When we enter this world we all enter as slaves of sin.  The outcome is death.

B. But Jesus entered into the world to give us  a second choice. We can be slaves to obedience which leads to right living.

C. But you hear Christians say that I am just free because of grace. If you think you are free because of grace then you are a slave to sin.

3. Be grateful that grace made Christ your Lord and don’t think grace has made you your own god to do as you please.

Romans 6:17-18 (NIV) 
17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. 
18 You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. 

A. Christ is the king and His teachings are our life. 

B. Look at how the Book of Romans begins.

C. Romans 1:1 (NIV) 
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God-- 

D. Romans 6:22 (NIV) 
22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 
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