When God Cleans Up My Mess

Revelation 22:14-15


The Introduction
There are some jobs that I really would not like to do. One of them is cleaning up after someone else’s mess. It got to be tough to be a mom cleaning up after a young toddler who in his or her own way leaves a path of destruction like a major hurricane. It has got to be tough to be a C.N.A. or a Certified Nursing Assistant that has to clean up after some pretty sick patients. Cleaning up somebody else’s mess is never easy and sometimes it is even a thankless job. I don’t think dedicated moms get nearly the credit they deserve; I don’t think the CNA’s get nearly as many thanks as the nurse’s get when a patient is well and leaves the hospital. But in despite of that, they do their jobs; they clean up someone else’s mess.

Did you know that God cleans up people’s messes? He sure does; I know that for a fact because He has cleaned up many of my messes. And if you are honest with yourself today, God has also cleaned up many of your messes too. 

Today, in our passage of Scripture God wants to talk with us about one particular mess that He has cleaned up. The mess, it happened a long time ago in the Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve chose to disobey God and was expelled from the Garden. God brings this particular cleanup to our attention because He desires to teach us something about how He works in our life when He cleans up our messes.  
Turn with me in your Bible to:

Revelation 22:14-15 (NIV) 
14 "Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. 
15 Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 

The Body

1. When God cleans up my mess I know it because He leaves no evidence behind that my mess ever existed.

Revelation 22:14 (NIV) 
14 "Blessed are those who wash their robes…
A. When Adam and Eve sinned they lost their innocence. They knew at that moment they messed up and that they were naked. They attempted to cover their nakedness with fig leaves. God stepped in and made them coats of skin. It was the better covering until the perfect covering could be given at the cross. At then at the cross, Jesus died for the sins of the world so that through his blood we could wear the robes of righteousness. 
B. You know what I discovered in life: when I attempt to fix my own messes, I will get a fig leave solution to my problem. It simply does not do the job; it is not adequate; it doesn’t hold up. Some people try to fix their marriage on their own without God and they get a fig leaf solution to their marriage problems.  It simply will not hold up. You got to invite God into the marriage; you got to ask Him to fix the messes because only He can give you the complete solution. And that holds truth for any mess in any area of your life.
C. You will know if you sought man’s fig leaf solution to your problem or God’s complete solution to your problem because if it is man’s solution it will always be thrown back up in your face; if it is God’s solution it is gone; it is done; it is over. Notice in this Scripture that God didn’t tell you the problem; nor does God give us the names of the guilty parties; He just tells us the solution that He offered to them- robes that have been made white because they have been washed in the blood of the Lamb. Your mess doesn’t get thrown back up in your face when God involved in your solution. But just leave God out and see how quickly your mess comes flying back at you.
2. When God cleans up my mess, the things that I lost are returned to me.
Revelation 22:14 (NIV) 
14 … that they may have the right to the tree of life…

A. When Adam & Eve sinned in the Garden they were quickly banned from eating the tree of life in the middle of the Garden. You could even say to ensure that they didn’t eat of that tree they were taken out of the Garden. They lose their right to eat of the tree.
B. When church members argue with church members, we loose unity; when husbands and wives fight and argue amongst themselves they loose love; when friends hurt one another they lose trust in each another. It will always cost you something to create a mess that God has to clean up.

C. But look what happens in our Scripture. The right to eat of the tree of life in the Garden of Eden that was lost in Genesis has now been returned when God cleaned up the mess. You could say everything has been restored to the way it was. You know what that means to me now: when God cleans up the mess between church members, unity is restored. When God cleans up the mess between a married couple love is restored. When God cleans up the mess between two friends trust is restored.

D. Here the tragedy of life: when you and I try to fix our messes on our own without God, there is no guarantee what was lost will be restored. Only God can make you the guarantee that if you allow Him to clean up your mess that He will restore what is lost.

3. When God cleans up my mess, the freedoms that I lost are returned.
Revelation 22:14 (NIV) 
14 and may go through the gates into the city. 
A. When Adam and Eve sinned they were put out of the Garden. And then it says that God placed angels to guard the gate so they could not reenter the Garden. They obviously lost the freedom to walk through the Garden as they pleased.

B. When we create our mess, we too lose our freedoms. There is freedom in unity there is bondage in dissension. There is freedom in love and there is bondage in hatred. There is freedom in trust and there is bondage in suspicion. 

C. But look at what God does when He cleans up the mess. He restores all the freedoms that were lost. The Scripture is clear that they could go back and forth through the city as they pleased. 

D. When God cleans up the mess freedoms have been fully restored. When man cleans up his own mess freedom are held as hostage. For example: “I will take you back but if you mess up again you are out of here.” That my friends is not freedom; that is freedom held hostage. Peter asked the question, Jesus, how many times must I forgive?  He wanted to hold forgiveness hostage but Jesus fully restore every time. 

4. God is offering to clean up your mess today but many refuse to let God do it.
Revelation 22:15 (NIV) 
15 Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 

A. What is the common denominator of all these people? Their life is a mess and they didn’t let God clean it up. I am not saying that they didn’t try to clean it up – oh, probably many of them did; but it was on their own-they didn’t let God clean it up. How do you know that Bro Dave? They don’t get to go into the city; they don’t get to eat of the tree of life; they don’t get to wear the white robes. They got a mess; God could have cleaned up but they didn’t let Him.

The Conclusion
Here is the conclusion today. It would be a tragedy to have a mess in your life and not allow God to clean it up. But do you know what: there are some here today that have messes in our life and we haven’t let God clean them up.

Today, you can come up to the altar alone and ask him to clean up your mess; you can come to me and together we can ask God to clean up your mess;  or you might want to go to someone else in the building and together ask God to clean up your mess. We ought to be asking God to clean up our mess.

Let us pray!
Dr. Dave Hartson
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