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I. Introduction

This weekend we celebrate Memorial Day Weekend. During this holiday weekend, we remember the men and women who have served our country and have fallen in battle. Throughout our great country there will be parades, political speeches, picnics and people gathered around memorials to remember those men and women who gave their life. I believe that as long as there is an America we will remember our soldiers who fought and died for freedom. They will not be forgotten.
Today, I wonder if you and I will be remembered. And if I happen to be remembered what will I be remembered for? Will I be remembered as someone who always blamed others for my mistakes and bad choices?  Will I be remembered as someone who never could get my life straight? Or will I be remembered as someone who strived to be Christ like in my daily life? Will I be remember as someone who dusted myself off and got back up and served God when life through me to the ground?
I don’t how I will be remembered because my life is not yet complete but I do know this: the choices I make now will determine how I will be remembered later. And God gives me a free will to make those choices but He steers me in the right path to make the right choices.
In our passage of Scripture today, God is steering the people of Israel in the right direction and I want us to look closely at what God is telling Israel because it maybe what we need to hear so that we will make the right choices and be remembered for the right reasons.
Deuteronomy 30:19-20 (NIV) 
19 This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live 
20 and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life, and he will give you many years in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

II. Body

1. I want to be remembered as person who made the right choice when it counted the most.
Deuteronomy 30:19 (NIV) 
19 This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life…

A. It really doesn’t matter if today after church  I am faced with a choice of eating fried chicken or a club sandwich.
B. But there are choices that I will make that do matter. There are choices that do make a difference and I do want to get those choices right.

C. I want to get the choice about my eternal salvation right. God tells me to choice life but I need to know how to choose life. I need to know it is by grace through faith that I am saved. It will not be how good I am; or I did not hurt anybody; or I went to church regular that gives me salvation. 

D. I want to get the choices that affect my family right the first time. I don’t know if you ever heard James Dodson’s story. But as a young boy he developed a rebellious streak. He was getting in trouble a lot in the early years of high school. His dad, an evangelist, was on the road a lot preaching revivals. It was said that he was an excellent preacher booked up at least 4 years in advance. But when James’ behavior continued his father cancelled all his revivals took a local pastorate and stayed at home to straighten his son out. He made the right choice about his family. 
C. I want to get the choices that affect the person I become right. I think about Daniel’s choices that affected the person he become. He refused to eat the king’s meat. He refused to quit praying to his God when a decree was issued by the king that all prayers should be offered up to him. His choices developed him into a great man of God.

D. I want to be remembered as a person who make the right choices when they counted the most. 
2. I want to be remembered as a person who was more in love with God than this world.
Deuteronomy 30:20 (NIV) 
20 and that you may love the LORD your God…

A. In the New Testament Jesus summed up the Ten Commandments of Old with just two. Love the Lord, your God with all your heart, mind and soul and then love your neighbor as yourself.

B. In the Epistle of James, the Scriptures tell me that God has competition for His love. It is called the world.

James 4:4 (NIV) 
4 You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.
C. Let me give you three quick ways you tell if you are in love with the world.

1. If you have to compromise your relationship with God in any way, you love the world.


2. If your confidence is in someone or something other than God, you love the world.


3.  If your companionship is with everybody else but God, you love the world.
D. I want to be remembered as a person who loves God more than I love the world.
3. I want to be remembered as a person who was paying attention when God spoke to me.
Deuteronomy 30:20 (NIV) 
20  …listen to his voice…

A. I remember an Old Testament story about Samuel who was asleep in bed when God spoke with him. He did not recognize God’s voice and thought it was Eli, the priest, who was calling out to him. It happened again two more times but on the third time Eli realized that it must be the Lord calling young Samuel. And he told young Samuel to say this:
1 Samuel 3:9 (NIV) 
9 … "Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.'" 

B. I wonder how many of us have missed out hearing what God has to tell us because, first of all, we don’t recognize His voice. The Bible is quite clear “my sheep know my voice.. If I don’t know His voice it is because I have not spent a lot of time with the shepherd.

C. I wonder how many of us have missed out hearing what God has to say not because I don’t recognize His voice but because I have allowed something else to distract me from paying attention to His voice.

D. If God chose to speak to you today during the invitation would you recognize his voice, and secondly would you be paying attention.

E. I want to be remembered as a person who listened when God spoke to me.
4. I want to be remembered as a person who held tight to God although this world tried to pry my fingers loose. 

Deuteronomy 30:20 (NIV) 
20   and hold fast to him. 
A. Jesus was baptized and the Bible says He was immediately led into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit to be tempted by the devil. And it was after 40 days of fasting that the tempter came and what I picture in my mind is the devil trying to pry the fingers of Jesus loose from the Heavenly Father but Jesus held on. Jesus held on for dear life.
B. And there will be times in our life that we have to hold on to Jesus for dear life. The devil would love to pry me away from Jesus even if it just for a little while. He knows if he gets me for a little while that I may chose to stay with him a little longer. Lot and his family living in Sodom is a great example of how the devil used conflict between Abraham and Lot’s herdsmen to pry Lot away from Abraham  and Abraham’ God and then Lot and his family chose to stay longer in Sodom than they should have.
C. Now the devil will use my own sinful nature as a weapon to pry me away from God. But he also uses the things of this world to pry me away from God. 
D. My question to you today is this: has Satan used something in your life to pry you away from God and now you have been set adrift because you are not holding tightly to God like you use to? You have to throw off the thing that set you adrift and grab hold of Jesus for dear life.

E. I want to be remembered as a person who held on tightly to God and did not let the devil pry me loose.
5. I want to be remembered as a person who pleased God more often than I disappointed Him. 
Deuteronomy 30:20 (NIV) 
20  For the LORD is your life, and he will give you many years in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
A. King Solomon was given the awesome responsibility of building God’s temple; he prayed for wisdom and God granted his request. But somehow even with all that God had given him and all that God allowed him to do Solomon still went wrong. He disappointed God. We read about it in: 
1 Kings 11:4-6 (NIV) 
4 As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father had been. 
5 He followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and Molech the detestable god of the Ammonites. 
6 So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the LORD; he did not follow the LORD completely, as David his father had done. 

B. Well, you say that if King Solomon did not please God well what chance do I have of pleasing God? The last part of that Scripture I just read gives us  encouragement. “He did not follow the Lord completely, as David his father had done.”
C. Solomon sinned but he chose to stay in his sin; David sinned but he chose to repent of his sin. Solomon did not please God; David did please God.

D. When I work hard in my own personal life to stay out of sinful situation it pleases God. When I realize that I have sinned and quickly repent of that sin it pleases God. It disappoints God when I have sinned and chose to stay in that sin rather than come out of it.
E. My question to you is there something you are doing in your life today you know is wrong but you are staying there in that sinful situation rather than coming out of it. Well, you are displeasing the Lord and you need to come out of that sin. I want to be remembered as a person who pleases God more often than I disappoint Him.
Conclusion:
Today, we remember our soldiers who gave the ultimate sacrifice so that we can our picnics, our political speeches and even our church services. Let’s never forget them.
But we must ask ourselves what do we want to be remembered for?

Do we want to be remembered for making the right choices when they counted the most? Do we want to be remembered as a person who loved God more than this world? Do we want to be remembered as a person who listened to God when He spoke to us? Do you want to be remembered as a person who held on tight to God when the world tried to pry your fingers loose? Do I want to be remembered as a person who pleased God more often than I disappointed Him?

Today is the day you can begin to re-write your story if somewhere along the way you got off the track. The altar it is a place of new beginnings. Will you come. Let us pray!  
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