What Would Christmas Be Without Jesus?
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Think what it would be like to be guilty and have no one to forgive you. Think what it would be like to be afraid and have no one to run to. Think what it would be like to be lost and have no coming to look for you. Think what it would be like to face death without any hope for life eternal.
That’s what Christmas would be like without Jesus. If Jesus would have never come to earth we would have no Christmas. Oh, we might have a winter celebration complete with decorated trees and fat men in Santa suits hanging out in malls but we would have no real Christmas.
I want to show you this morning what the Bible tells me Christmas would be like if Jesus never brought into history and came as a baby in a Bethlehem manager. I want to show you what Christmas would be like if the Word did not become flesh and dwell among us.
Turn with me in your Bibles to:

Isaiah 9:6-7 (NIV) 
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

Body:
1. Christmas without Jesus would be just another dark day and it would be just another day of listening to the same old lies of the devil.
A. Isaiah the prophet refers to Jesus as the Wonderful Counselor. What is it about a Counselor that distinguishes someone as a Wonderful Counselor? It is simply that they are willing to tell you the truth even if might hurt you. 

B. Christmas is about Jesus telling me the truth (Oh, I might be offended but it is the truth) that this world is dark place; I am a sinner; my efforts to reach God on my own won’t make it; if I follow the crowd I will end up spending eternity in hell; that the way to eternal life is only through Him; that I need to take up my cross and follow Him; and I need to put my life on the altar each day.

C.  I have a choice because Jesus came at Christmas 2000 years ago to either continue to hear the lies of the devil and believe them or to stand with Jesus hear the truth and believe it even if it hurts. 

D. The rich young ruler got to hear the truth even though it hurt. The scribes and the Pharisees of that day got to hear the truth even though it hurt. Pontius Pilate got to hear the truth even though it hurt. But just think if Christmas was without Jesus they would have never heard the truth or have the option of believing the truth nor would you and I. 
2. Christmas without Jesus would just be another cold day because there would be no relationship with the Father.
A. I am so thankful today that Isaiah didn’t refer to Jesus as only the Mighty God but rather he says that He is the Mighty God, The Everlasting Father.  He intentionally connected those two ideas together. I don’t know about you but I would not want to fall into the hands of a Mighty God.  But I’m ok with falling into the hands of a Mighty God who is also my Everlasting Father.  My daddy when I was growing up was a strong man but he was also a loving Father and I was Ok with that because I knew he tempered his strength with his love.
B. Christmas is about a relationship that God wanted to establish with me. He didn’t want me to be so distant from Him so the Father sent Jesus to mend my relationship with Him.  But if Christmas was without Jesus there would be no mending, no relationship and only falling into the hands of a Mighty God. And I would not want that and you would not want that. 
C. If would be a cold day to think that I live this life only to one day face a Mighty God. Oh, but to face a Heavenly Father that loves me that’s a different story.  And it is because Jesus came at Christmas to mend the relationship broken with the Father because of my sin.

D. Without Jesus at Christmas it would be a cold day to fall in the hands of a Mighty God- only strength not tempered with love. 

3. Christmas without Jesus would be just another day of struggles without any comfort.
A. Isaiah the prophet refers to Jesus as the Prince of Peace. And one day the Lord of Lords will bring Peace into the World but with Christmas Jesus brings peace into the hearts of those who know Him.   

B. Life has its struggles but I can not image going through those struggles without any comfort from God. I can not image Pat going through the trials that she endured with her cancer this year without the peace of God wrapping all around her.

C. I can not image losing someone you love without the Peace of God taking control of your heart. I cannot image being hurt by someone you love without the Peace of God taking over your heart.
D. But if Christmas was without Christ, I would struggle, I would hurt, I would experience pain but without any comfort. I am so glad for Christmas because our God is a God of Comfort. I don’t have to drink my pain away; I don’t have to drug my pain away; I don’t need to find some momentary pleasure to take away my pain. I just need to go to Jesus.

4. Christmas without Jesus would be just another lonely day because I would go through what I go through all alone. 
A. Isaiah the prophet says that the government would be on His shoulders- and one thing Jesus governs is me. I am so glad of that this morning that the government is on His shoulders because if He did not govern me then the things I went through I would go through all alone.

B. In my life time I have walked in some pretty dark places, through some pretty painful spots and through some things that I would have preferred never to have experienced but I can say that I have never walked through any of those places alone after I met Jesus.  He was leading me through them. He was governing me through them.  

C. How lonely it would be to walk in a dark place without Jesus. But that is exactly what would have happened if Jesus did not come at Christmas.

Conclusion:

The Word did come into the world and dwelt among us.  Isaiah says unto us a child is born, and a son is given. I don’t have to worry about what Christmas would be without Jesus. Christmas with Jesus is a reality.  
But I do wonder today are you listening to the truth of God or the lies of the devil. I wonder if you are going to face God one day as a Mighty God or will face Him as an Everlasting Father who is also a Mighty God. I wonder if you are experiencing the comfort of God. And I wonder if you going through your experiences of life all alone or is God leading you through them.

Christmas without Jesus in your heart is a holiday to celebrate nothing. Christmas with Jesus in your heart is a holiday to celebrate everything. Celebrate, sing, rejoice and even laugh because the Word did become flesh and dwelt among us.
Let us pray!
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