What Is Your Definition of “Soon”?

Revelation 22:7 & 12 & 20


The Introduction
In McComb on Delaware Avenue there is that shopping center that has the Christian Book Store, China Palace and Curves. You know the one that I am talking about it. Well, the management of that shopping center placed a sign near Delaware Avenue saying “Office Depot Opening Soon”. They placed that sign out there in the beginning of November 2007. I was all excited; I just knew for sure that you would be able to buy my Christmas gifts last year from Office Depot. After all, soon to me meant “as soon as possible”.  As of today their space in that shopping center is no further along than it was in November 2007.   I understand from one of the tenant in the shopping center that Office Depot is paying rent and still planning to open. Obviously the problem is what Office Depot meant by “soon” and what I took “soon” to mean are two different things.
So I went to the dictionary; I wanted to know who was right - Bro Dave or the big conglomerate. And it turns out that we could both be right.  There are many definitions for “soon”. One definition of soon is in a short period of time - that is my definition with the emphasis on short. However, another definition of “soon” is before long; in the near future. An actually for a big company maybe a year or two is soon. Who knows?
You are asking: “Why are we spending so much time looking at the word “soon”? Because that is the key word in each one of the three Scriptures we are going to look at today. 

Revelation 22:7 (NIV) 
7 "Behold, I am coming soon!  … 

Revelation 22:12 (NIV) 
12 "Behold, I am coming soon! ... 
Revelation 22:20 (NIV) 
20 He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming soon." … 

And I want to submit to you how you are living your life right is determined by the definition that you have placed on the word “soon”. God’s word tells us three times in one chapter that He is coming soon. That tells me: God is coming soon and only a fool would not believe that.  So today I am assuming that there are no fools here that everyone believes that He is coming “soon” because He said so. So let’s see what definition you placed on the word “soon” looking at how you live your life. 
The Body
1. Some people live their life as if Jesus is coming sooner or later but most likely later.
James 4:13-14 (NIV) 
13 Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money." 
14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow… 
A. James is talking about some business men.  We are not told that they are unbelievers. In fact the implication is that they are Christian because James says a few verses later that these men should have said if the Lord wills, we do these things. An unbeliever wouldn’t care what the Lord wills; so I am assuming that they are Christian.
B. These business men have planned out there next year. So when the Lord says He is coming soon. They hear in their heart that the Lord is coming sooner or later but most likely later.
C. They procrastinate putting their lives in order because they feel they have some time in the future to get more spiritual.

D. A couple of years after I left seminary, the seminary put in a rule in place that seminary student need to go to church on Sunday. A lot of them were staying on campus rather than going to church because they were thinking I have time to get more spiritual when I become a preacher. 
E. There are people in this church today that have put off getting right with God; there are people in this church today that have put off living holy lives because they tell themselves that they have time in the future to do that. The flaw with that thinking is: you don’t know if you do because God says that He will come soon.
2. Some people live their lives as if Jesus coming soon means that they have some say so in the matter. 
Matthew 24:36 (NIV) 
36 "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 

A. Some people when they hear the words “I am coming soon’ hear in their heart that I “would just as soon prefer” God that it would be on my time table not yours.
B. And that is how they live their whole life-preferring that God do things in their life the way they want them done rather than searching out the way that God wants them done.

C. Jesus does things the Father’s way. He is going to come when the Father says come. And we should do things Jesus’ way.

D. But there are some that when they pray they tell God what needs to be done and how to do it; when they give their offering to the church they tell God how to spend it; when they read their Bible they tell God what He should have meant rather than just obeying what He said; when God acts in their life they tell God how He could have done it differently.
E. People who hear in their heart “would sooner prefer” when God says “I am coming,” believe that God works for them. They got it wrong; we are his servants; the sheep of his pasture and not vice versa. Today, are you God’s servant?
3. Some people live their lives as if Jesus coming soon means that they need to be ready now.
2 Corinthians 5:6-8 (KJV) 
6 Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord: 
7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) 
8 We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord. 

A. Paul just told us in a whole bunch of words: “I am ready.”  There are some when they hear the words “I am coming soon” know in their heart  that they are ready.
B. I can remember my daddy when he got older and was just starting to have frequent hospital stays that he decided that he would always have a bag packed  so he could pick it up on the way out to the hospital. He wanted to be ready.

C. There are Christians today that are living their lives in such a way that if Jesus came today they would be ready.

D. These are Christians that are living holy lives, keeping themselves separate from the world;  sharing their faith with those who don’t know Jesus; and involved in the local church.

E. Our church is under a 90 day challenge to live holy lives. And what God has challenged you to do is nothing extraordinary; it is just what you should be doing because one day He is going to come and you need to be ready. And living holy is being ready. Are you ready?
4. Some people live their lives as if Jesus coming soon means it is too soon to quit  even though they may be tired.
Colossians 3:23-24 (NIV) 
23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 
24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 

A. I suppose that everyone in this building today  has had the thought at some time that  this Christian life is to hard and that I am ready to back off a little bit.  I just want to take a breather from it. I will come back to it  later but for right now I just need a break.

B. If you thought about quitting too soon you are not alone. Elijah, Jeremiah, and Jonah, great prophets of God, all thought about quitting too soon. 

C. But God says when I come I bring my rewards with me. Don’t quit! You are too close to getting your reward.

D. Today, some one in this room may be thinking in their heart that I want to back off a little bite from my commitments to God. I am going to tell you; you are making a big mistake. It is too soon to quit. The goal is in sight; the rewards are great; and indeed He is coming soon.
The Conclusion
What does “soon” mean to you?  Does it mean sooner or later? Does it mean I would just as soon prefer? Does it mean I am ready? Does it mean I wouldn’t quit too soon?
My prayer is that it means the last two for each one of you. I am ready and I am not going to quit too soon. Can you say that today? Some may not  and those who can’t I would like to pray for you.

Let us pray!
Dr. Dave Hartson
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