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What is A Christian to Do?

Various Scriptures
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Ok, now I am a Christian! So what should I be doing in my life? It is the question we naturally ask ourselves. We come to church looking for the answer but many times the preacher preaches about everything else. So today buckle your seat belts, we are going to talk about the tough subject “What should a Christian be doing?” 
To answer our question, I believe that we have to look at what Jesus was doing in His life because the Bible is clear: Jesus is our perfect example and since that is the case we should be doing what He is doing. So let’s take three snapshots of Jesus’ life and see if we can make sense of the pictures. Turn with me in your Bible first to 
Matthew 23:13 (NIV) 
13 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the kingdom of heaven in men's faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to. 

Luke 14:1 (NIV) 
1 One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully watched. 

The first picture appears to be a little bit confusing. In Matthew 23, Jesus gives the Pharisees a pretty good tongue whipping and then we find Him eating at the house of the Pharisees. So let’s take a look at possibly a better picture.
Matthew 19:21 (NIV) 
21 Jesus answered, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 

Luke 19:5-6 (NIV) 
5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today." 
6 So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 
Maybe this picture isn’t much better. Jesus tells the rich young ruler that to have a relationship with me that you to go sell all you have. But then in another passage Jesus tells Zacchaeus, a tax collector that I must stay at your house even though that he is a man who has gained great wealth by oppressing the poor.  

So let see if our final two passages make the picture any clearer.

Matthew 5:32 (NIV) 
32 But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery. 

John 4:9-10 (NIV) 
9 The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 
10 Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water." 

Unfortunately, the final picture is just as unclear. Jesus is very clear about His teachings on sexual morality but yet He reaches out to a woman in adultery and offers her eternal life. 
No wonder Christians have such a hard time trying to figure out what God wants them to do. It seems what God was doing was confusing. So let’s see if we can make some sense of these seemingly contradictory passages of Scripture.

Body:

1.  We need to draw lines for our life that we will adhere to and not break.
A. Jesus drew some lines. Let’s call those lines: convictions. And then He challenged you and me that if we belong to Him that we should not cross them.
B. In our three snapshots the three convictions that Jesus drew up were evident: don’t tell people how to live and not live it yourself; don’t prosper at the expense of the poor; and have a moral purity about yourself.
C. And the problem with the church today and this generation of Christians is that we don’t have the spiritual convictions that we need to have. We hear the preachers preach but we don’t draw those lines in our heart that we will not cross. Instead we believe the lie of the devil that says as long as it does not hurt anyone else it is OK for me.

D. There has got to be some lines drawn in my life that I will not cross. There has to be some boundaries that I tell myself I will not go pass. There are some things that I have to do and I will compromise by not doing them. And there are some things that I will not do and I will not compromise by doing them.
E. I need to have convictions in my marriage- because I am married there are certain things that I pledged to my wife and I am going to make sure that I carry them out. I need to have some convictions within my circle of friends. Just because they might want to do something doesn’t mean that I am going to do it also. I need to have some conviction in my work ethic. Just because the people at work are all going out for some drinks after work doesn’t mean that I am.

F. Do you have some convictions that you stand for today or do you break them when pressured by the situation? Jesus had convictions and He never broke a single one.
G. How can you say that? Didn’t He call the Pharisees hypocrites and yet He went and ate with them. Did He talk about not oppressing the poor and yet He ate with the oppressor. Didn’t he preach against adultery but yet offered eternal life to someone in adultery? So how do you resolve that- which brings me to my second point.
2. We need to be building bridges for those who need rescuing so they might return.
A. In our passages of Scripture we read Jesus gave us three convictions but He also showed us the three bridges He build to rescue those on the wrong side of the conviction.

B. Jesus built a bridge to the Pharisees by eating with them but not once did He change his convictions. He was just showing them a way back over.  Jesus built a bridge for Zacchaeus to rescue him from his life of oppressing the poor and Zacchaeus took it. And finally, Jesus built a bridge to the woman at the well. She did not believe that she had any right to a relationship with God because she was a Samaritan and because of her lifestyle. Jesus offered her a bridge and she took it to eternal life. At no point did Jesus break His convictions; He was just offering a bridge to help people back.

C. Today, the church ought to be building bridges to help people to Jesus. We, Christians, ought to be building bridges to help people to Jesus. Unfortunately, I think that instead of being bridge builders we are bridge blower uppers. We are quick to condemn a person who has messed up so that he or she has no way back. Instead of the church being a place where people can feel safe; that this might be a place that they can come and might be rescued many times it is just more of the same condemnation. 

D. Jesus drew lines of conviction that were clear, absolute and sometimes hard. He never compromised His convictions, He never crossed the line but that never stopped Him from loving the people on the other side. And therefore, He never stopped building bridges.

E. And the church needs to love the people on the other side of the bridge so we must never stop building bridges also.
3. We need to learn to discern when to draw a line and when to build a bridge.

A. Remember the story of the woman caught in adultery. The religious leaders brought her to Jesus to see what should be done to her knowing clear well that the law said she was to be stoned. The religious leaders wanted to draw a line but instead Jesus build a bridge. He told those gathered that he who is without sin throw the first stone. And the Scripture says that everyone left without throwing a stone and so when it was just Jesus and the woman, He told her neither will I throw a stone; go and sin no more. 

B.   There was another time that a man with a withered hand came to Jesus on a Sabbath. And Jesus healed the man. Jesus built a bridge between Himself and that man by restoring his hand to wholeness. And the Pharisees were so angry that it says they plotted how they might destroy Him because they felt Jesus should have drawn a line and said no healing on a Sabbath but instead He built that bridge to that man.
C. Maybe it is just easier to draw lines of conviction and leave a lot of people out than it is to build bridges. 

D. But if I am to be like Jesus I need to draw the lines of conviction in my life but at the same time build bridges to others who find themselves on the other side. That comes with discernment. That comes with spending time with God. That comes from reading His Word and praying to the Father.

Conclusion:

Here is the conclusion. The Church of Jesus Christ needs to stand for something today but it also needs to be redemptive to those who find themselves on the wrong side of the bridge.

There must be that healthy balance in the church and it must be that healthy balance in my life today. I need a healthy dose of drawing lines of conviction and building bridges. If all I have is lines of conviction without building bridges before long I will become judgmental and condemning. If I build bridges without any convictions the church will be watered down and stand for nothing and my life will be watered down and stand for nothing.

So what is a Christian to be doing: drawing lines and building bridges in the appropriate amount at the appropriate time which can only come by spending time with God. 

Today, there maybe someone in this room who life is a mess because they have so few convictions in their life. They are easily swayed by their friends to do the wrong thing. You know that your life is watered down. I invite you to the altar today.

There maybe somebody in this room who has a judgmental spirit- they have too many convictions without bridges and so they are miserable in their life. You hate it but you can find fault in everyone. Today I invite you to the altar.
Let us pray.
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