What has happened to the Glow?

Exodus 34:27-35 and 2 Corinthians 3:13


Introduction:
There is something about the way a woman looks on her wedding day. She has this glow about her that everyone can see.

There is something about a new mom and dad on the day of the birth of their first child. They both have this glow on their faces that everyone who visits that hospital room can see.

There is something about the way an unbeliever who surrenders his or her life to the Lord looks on the day of their salvation. They have this glow about them that any veteran Christian can easily see.

But fast forward with me a year or two after the wedding; but fast forward with me a year or two after the birth of that first child; but fast forward with me a year or two after that salvation decision and in each case the glow is gone. And I want to know what has happened to the glow? 

 In Exodus 34, Moses has been up in the mountain with God forty days and forty nights. God‘s glory has passed by Moses and Moses has seen God’s glory even if it is only from the backside of God. 

The Bible tells me that as Moses is heading down the mountain his face is a glow. But then I read the sad commentary in 2 Corinthians 3:13 that the glow on Moses face has faded. And I want to know what has happened to the glow because if I can figure out what has happened to Moses’ glow, I might just figure out what has happened to my glow?
  Turn with me in your Bibles and we will read our passages of Scripture.

Exodus 34:27-35 (NIV) 
27 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write down these words, for in accordance with these words I have made a covenant with you and with Israel." 
28 Moses was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights without eating bread or drinking water. And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant--the Ten Commandments. 
29 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the Testimony in his hands, he was not aware that his face was radiant because he had spoken with the LORD. 
30 When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, his face was radiant, and they were afraid to come near him. 
31 But Moses called to them; so Aaron and all the leaders of the community came back to him, and he spoke to them. 
32 Afterward all the Israelites came near him, and he gave them all the commands the LORD had given him on Mount Sinai. 
33 When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil over his face. 
34 But whenever he entered the LORD's presence to speak with him, he removed the veil until he came out. And when he came out and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 
35 they saw that his face was radiant. Then Moses would put the veil back over his face until he went in to speak with the LORD. 

2 Corinthians 3:13 (NIV) 
13 We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was fading away. 

Body
1. Sometimes the glow fades because we have to come off the mountain top and live in our day to day world.
Exodus 34:29 (NIV) 
29 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the Testimony in his hands, he was not aware that his face was radiant because he had spoken with the LORD. 

A. The bride on her wedding day is on the mountain top; the new parents at the birth of their son or daughter are on the mountain top; and the new Christian on the day of his salvation is on the mountain top.

B. But we can not live on the mountain top; we can visit; we can stay awhile; but, we can not make it home. Moses stayed there forty days and forty nights in the presence of God and his face shone radiant but eventually Moses had to come down the mountain and get back to his day to day life of leading the people to the Promised Land. And with each day no longer on the mountain top but down in the valley the glory on his face began to fade. 

C. But you got to understand that in the Old Testament God presence wasn’t always with the people; there are times God revealed Himself to the people but He was not always with them. That’s why I am glad that I am a New Testament Christian because God’s presence is always with me.
D.  But even with God’s presence always with us, there are some people who can not deal with day to day life. They feel if they can not be on the mountain top then their life is dull, uninteresting and unsatisfying. And so they seek ways to get back to the mountain top other than God. They revert to using drugs, and alcohol, sex and gambling hoping that it will bring them to the mountain top.
E. The only way that I want to get back to the mountain top is if God brings me up there. But it is OK if He doesn’t because the God of the mountain is also the God of the valley. And so wherever I am, He is and so I should be able to keep the glow whether on the mountain top or in the valley.
F. Are you keeping your glow in the valley?

2. Sometimes the glow fades because we have to come off the mountain top and deal with people.
Exodus 34:9 (NIV) 
9 "O Lord, if I have found favor in your eyes," he said, "then let the Lord go with us. Although this is a stiff-necked people, forgive our wickedness and our sin, and take us as your inheritance." 

A. Let me think out loud: I believe that it would not be a bad job being a pastor if you did not have to deal with people. Certainly, marriage would be a whole lot easier if I didn’t have to deal with a wife. And gosh, my school job would be just great if there weren’t any kids at school to have to deal with.

B. And Moses’ job would be A# 1 if he didn’t have to deal with some six million stiffed neck Hebrews who were wicked and sinful. But when he comes down the mountain that is exactly what he is going to have to deal with.

C. We all have difficult people in our lives. The parents who we think are always so strict on us. The ex spouse who won’t cut you any slack. The boss who rides you pretty hard on the job.

D. All of them can steal your glow unless we fully understand that we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities and powers in heavenly places.

E. Have you allowed people to steal your glow? 

3. Sometimes the glow fades because we have to come off the mountain top and be obedient to God despite the obstacles. 
Exodus 34:11 (NIV) 
11 Obey what I command you today. I will drive out before you the Amorites, Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 

A. Moses has been on this mountain before when God called him to lead the people out of Egypt. It was just him and God alone. And even in that “perfect” situation Moses kept telling God no. Moses had an excuse for everything God had told him. Moses came up with reasons why he couldn’t be obedient.
B. So think how much more difficult it is to obey God when you have to come off this mountain obey God and at the same time deal with those who just don’t like you.

C. Even worse, think how much more difficult it is to obey God when you have to come off this mountain obey God and at the same time deal with Satan’s influence in your life and in this world.
Exodus 34:12-14 (NIV) 
12 Be careful not to make a treaty with those who live in the land where you are going, or they will be a snare among you. 
13 Break down their altars, smash their sacred stones and cut down their Asherah poles. 
14 Do not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God. 

D. Are you keeping your glow by being obedient despite the obstacles?

4. Sometimes the glow fades because we have to come off the mountain top and when we hit the valley we don’t want to look and act so different from everyone else.
Exodus 34:30 (NIV) 
30 When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, his face was radiant, and they were afraid to come near him. 

A. Moses came off the mountain and he looked so different than everyone else that he frightened the people who saw him.

B.  We are called by God to be a holy, a royal priesthood, a holy nation and if we understand that and lived like that we would look so different that we might scare people also. They would think that we have turned into a religious fanatic.

C. But over time, 2 Corinthians tells us that Moses looked more like the people he was leading then he looked like God. We know that because the glory faded.

D. I wonder today if someone who knew you found out that you were a Christian would they would be surprised because you look and act so much like everybody else?  

Conclusion:

What has happened to the glow that you once had because you have been to the mountain and experienced God’s great love and His wonderful salvation?
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