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What Does Your Church Membership Tell Others Believers in your Church about You?
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Anne, Sue and Evon are members of SMALR; it tells me that they love animals. I am a member of the American Association of Christian Counselors; it tells you first of all that I am a Counselor and then it tells you my approach to counseling is Christian. Some of you may be members of AARP; it tells us that you have reached “Senior Citizens” status. And some of you may be members of the Hair Club; and it tells us that you don’t have a lot up top.

But you have ever really thought about what your membership in a church, in a local body of believers tells other believers of that same church? Today, I hope to answer that question and then I hope to issue you a challenge to be genuine based upon what your church membership says about you..

Turn with me in your Bible to:

Ephesians 4:1-6 (NIV) 
1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 
2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 
3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 
4 There is one body and one Spirit-- just as you were called to one hope when you were called-- 
5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 
6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

Body:

1. Your membership in this church tells us that you are a sinner; you know it; you admit it; you announce it, but you are not happy with it, and you want to live a better way.     
1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 

A. Paul on that Damascus Road encountered Jesus and once he did he didn’t have any troubles admitting that he was a sinner. He knew it; he admitted it and he announced it to you and me. In fact in 1 Timothy 1:15 (NIV) Paul goes on to tell us that he is the worst of sinners.
15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners--of whom I am the worst. 

 B. But Paul once he encountered Jesus, he wasn’t happy with that lifestyle. His life turned around, he chose to become a prisoner for the Lord. In other words he sold out to God. He knew he was a sinner but he wanted to live a better way.
C. If your reason for joining this church is because your family has a long history in this church; then your church membership is not going to help you or help this church. If your reason for joining this church is because your friends all go here then your church membership is not going to help you or help this church. If your reason for going to this church is because you really like the pastor your church membership is not going to help you or help this church.

D. But if this is the place that you can openly admit I am a sinner; I’m needy; and I can’t fix myself  and  I need a church family to help me along the journey then your church membership will benefit you and benefit the entire church. It will benefit us because we all will be looking to know Jesus better and we will discover Him together.
E. Yes, joining a church tells others that I am a sinner just like you.

2. Your membership in this church tells us that you are not self-seeking; you may have strong opinions; you may demand your way; you may even be the type of person who runs over others to get what you want but you are willing to lay that aside for the good of others. 
2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 

A. Should the pastor of a church always get his way because the people are afraid to buck him because he might pick up and leave? Definitely not, because church becomes about him if that is the case!
B. Should the wealthy giver, every church has one, get his or her way all the time because you are afraid that they will cut the purse strings to the church? Definitely not, because church becomes about him or her if that is the case!
C. Should the person who does it all, and every church has one, get their way because if they don’t we will lose them and then will have a bunch of holes in our ministry? Definitely not, because church becomes about them if that is the case!
D. If the reason that you are a member of this church today is because of some self seeking reason this church can not help you and you can not help this church. But if you are a member here because you are willing to lay aside your self interest for the good of all then this church can help you and you can help this church. 

E. Paul tells us what it takes not be self-seeking. We are to be completely humble and completely gentle. How much self serving do I need to give up to be completely humble and gentle? All of it! 100%! Church is no place for people who are self serving.

3. Your membership in this church tells us that you are likeminded with others in this church. You could have joined another fellowship with a different temperament and a different mindset but instead you chose to walk together with us. So we know you got our back and we know we can count on you.
3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 
4 There is one body and one Spirit…
Amos 3:3 (NIV) 
3 Do two walk together unless they have agreed to do so? 

A. Something is wrong if you are spreading gossip in the church about someone or some group of people.  Something is wrong you if you are always the dissenting vote when the church wants to do something.
B. Something is wrong with this church if there is always this undercurrent in the church that keeps everything in an uproar. 

C. We have to willingly agree to walk together; it is not easy because we do have different personalities and do come from different backgrounds. And once you have unity it is hard to keep it. But we do it because God has asked us to keep unity in His church.

D. If the church has unity, we know that we have each others back and that we can count on one another.  It should not be that we decide to do something as a church and we have to beg you for your help. I help not because the pastor made me fell guilty but because we are like minded and you can count on me.
E. Think about it. One of the most destructive things that can happen to a church’s witness in the community is to have disunity. The non believers says to themselves  why would I want to have anything to do with them since they don’t even like each other and why would an unbeliever want  anything to do with their God because He can’t keep them united. 

4. Your membership in this church tells us that you are following Jesus and only Jesus.
4 There is one body and one Spirit-- just as you were called to one hope when you were called-- 
5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 
6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

A. If you are a member of this church because you are a good person and you think these people are good people then you are wrong. You may not be willing to admit it but these people are sinners and they need Jesus.
B. If you are a member of this church because you think Jesus is one of the ways to get to heaven you are wrong.  He is the only way.  You and I would not have anything in common if you think that He is just one of the ways to get to heaven.
C. The question we need to ask ourselves as a church is: Does everything we do as a church focus around Jesus? If He is the common thread then it seems to me that everything we do should revolve around Him.

And I told you that I would issue you a challenge to be genuine. If we are all sinners, not self seeking, likeminded and have the common thread of Jesus Christ in our lives then church should be the most liberating place there is this side of heaven.
That means that I am not afraid that people will learn who I am and find out the problems I have and not accept me. Church is where I find acceptance because Jesus accepts me just as I am and the church is just an extension of Jesus. 

Church should be the most accepting place on earth. And that is freedom to be myself and still be loved and accepted. And that can only happen when I know I am a sinner, I am not self seeking, I am likeminded and we have the common thread of Jesus.

Let me challenge you to be the church not just a bunch of people who got together on Sunday morning to hear a sermon.

Let us pray!

Dr. Dave M. Hartson          Page 8
8/11/2007

