What Did Christmas Cost Jesus?

December 20, 2009


Introduction:
All you have to do is look at your end of December bank balance or the credit card statement you receive in January for items that you purchased in December, and you quickly realize that there is a cost in celebrating Christmas.

The American Research Group surveyed the country to see how much money every man, woman and child in the United States will spend on Christmas this year. They discovered that on average, we will spend $417.00 per person on gifts this Christmas season. That $417.00 represents our cost for Christmas.

However, today, I don’t want to talk with you about our cost. You have first hand experience about how much Christmas will cost you this year but rather, I want to talk with you about what Christmas cost Jesus, and let me give you a hint: it is far greater than our cost.

Please stand as we read from God’s sacred Word.

Philippians 2:6-8 (NIV) 
6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 
7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! 

What did Christmas cost Jesus?

Body

1. Christmas Cost Jesus: Everything He Had!  For Jesus to go from God to nothing; there is no greater cost.
Philippians 2:6-7 (NIV) 
6 Who, being in very nature God…7 but made himself nothing…
A. Suppose you were the president of a nice size corporation. You would certainly have business cards made up to give to people telling them you are the president of the company. There are certain privileges and perks that come with being the President that you enjoy.  However, now suppose you want to give up the Presidency to become a clerk in the company. That is going to cost you. It will certainly cost you the prestige of being the President. No more business cards to hand out; no more perks! It is probably going to cost you a whole lot of dollars because you are not going to make the same money as a clerk. It is probably going to cost you your reputation because people will certainly have something to say about you. We would all agree to move from President to clerk is a pretty big fall, right?  
B. And now think about Jesus. How much higher is God than the President of a corporation? We can not even measure that distance. Think how much lower is nothing from being a clerk.  Jesus paid the price of going from the highest place to the lowest place.
C. Do you realize? Nobody has paid a greater cost for you to have Christmas then Jesus Himself. Even if a fellow human being paid the ultimate price for me and gave up his life so I could live; it still would not compare to what Jesus did for me. Going from God to nothing is still far greater than going from a human to nothing.

D. Nobody has paid a greater cost for you to have Christmas than Jesus.

2. Christmas cost Jesus: His Total Freedom! He willingly chose to limit Himself as a Man.
Philippians 2:6-7 (NIV) 
6 …did not consider equality with God something to be grasped…7 … taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 
A. Jesus is equal with God: He is God, but He chose not to hold unto His Godship too tightly. In other words, He was willing to let it go. 
B. Think about it: to let go of your Godship means to let go of your freedom because as God you are perfectly free. You can do what you want; when you want; how you want; where you want because you have total freedom to do it. 
C. If Jesus would have become an angel, He would have limited His freedom but not nearly as far as He could have. But Jesus chose to become a human being, just like us, and according to the Scripture it was a very humbling experience (taking the very nature of a servant). He was giving up His total freedom.
D. We fight for our freedoms every day in this nation. We don’t give up our freedoms easily or willingly. An older person doesn’t give up driving without a fight. We protest when we feel our freedoms are being infringed upon. And we send our troops anywhere in this world if we think our freedoms are under attack.
E. And so to give up your freedoms willing, without a fight, and become a servant is a big cost. Jesus gave up total freedom so that I can have Christmas.

3. Christmas cost Jesus: His Life!  Jesus did not die just a normal old age type of death but a death on the cross for my sins. 

Philippians 2:6-7 (NIV) 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! 

A. Christmas is a Big deal.  Jesus gave up everything that He had; Jesus willingly laid down His freedom and then came to earth to die for my sins- the ultimate cost.

Conclusion

It would be a shame, if Christmas cost Jesus that much, to leave Him out.

It would be a shame, if Christmas cost Jesus that much, that you don’t make Him the focal point of your Christmas. 

Let us pray!
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