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What are the Signs of a Loving Church?

Romans 5:6-11
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Churches are all different. There are those large mega churches that have thousands upon thousands of members. You have the small country churches that have just a handful of members. You have those churches that got those beautiful exteriors that you can not help but wonder what does the inside look like and you got those church buildings that you wonder `if those members don’t see what you see.”

You got those churches were men dress up in the finest of suits and the women wear those expensive dresses. And you got those churches were people come in casual attire. You got those churches were people sing most of the service and the sermon is short and you got those churches were the singing service is short and the preaching is long. You got churches that follow the bulletin religiously and you got churches that are somewhat spontaneous.
Churches are indeed all different. They are different in their design; they are different in the make up of the people; they are different in how they do church. But there is one way all churches should be just alike and that is we should all be loving; we should all exhibit love both inside and outside of the church. My Bible tells me that God is love; it tells me that Christ is head of the church and since He is God: His church ought to be loving. Without exception each church should be loving. No matter how different we are in somethings we should all be loving.
But the reality is that not all churches are loving. Sometimes it seems that churches can be down right cruel. Sometime we inflict more pain on each other than the world does. Sometimes we desert our brothers and sisters in Christ when they need us the most. 

I don’t know about you but I want to belong to a church that is loving. Not only that but I want to be loving in my own life. So, today, I want us to look at what are the signs of a loving church; I want to see what are the signs of a loving person.
So turn with me in your Bible to Romans 5:6-8.

Romans 5:6-11 (NIV) 
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 
7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 
8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! 
10 For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 
11 Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

Body:
1. The first sign of a loving church is that it seems to introduce love to a difficult situation always at the right time. 
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 

A. It is easy to be loving when things are going well. But introduce a difficult situation; introduce a conflict into that situation and is love still present.
B. It was easy to for God to love Adam and Eve in the Garden prior to their sin. It was a perfect situation. How could they not be in love with one another in a perfect situation! Then the problem is introduced: sin came into the Garden and even with the problem God introduced love at the right time. He killed an animal to provide clothing for the couple. He promised them that He would provide a way to restore the relationship broken by sin. God truly introduced love into a difficult situation.
C. The Apostle Paul picks up the same idea here in Romans. The difficult situation is that you and I are powerless because of sin and instead of turning to God you and I have turned away from God. It was a difficult situation, but Jesus introduced love by coming from heaven to die on the cross for us. Jesus truly introduced love in a difficult situation.
D. If you are in a church long enough you will notice the cycle: things go from everything going good to a difficult situation arises. But loving churches, those that are following the footsteps of Jesus, introduce love into that situation at the right time. They allow love to keep the difficult situation from getting out of control. If love is not introduced the situation will quickly deteriorate.
E. Think about in your relationships in your marriages. If your marriage is like ours we don’t have martial bliss all the time; sometimes a difficult situation is introduced into our marriage. One of us needs to introduce love at the right time or we got World War III going on. But introduce love into a difficult situation and it diffuses the problem. It takes the pressure off.
F. I want to be a member of a church that knows how to introduce love to a difficult situation at the right time so that we make it through out problem together. I want to be the one in our marriage who knows how to introduce love to a difficult situation so that we work together through a difficult situation rather than pulling apart.

2.  The second sign that your church is loving is that it treats the most unlovable person the same way that it treats the most loveable person.
Romans 5:6-7 (NIV) 
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 
7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 

A. It says very rarely will someone die for a self righteous person. Jesus did. It says that someone might die for a good person. No question, Jesus did. The implication is that no one would be willing to die for an ungodly person. Jesus did. What the Apostle Paul is telling us is that Jesus died for the most unlovable and well as the most loveable and everything in between. He had no exception clauses when he got on the cross excluding someone or some group from the benefits of His act of love.

B. So that being true, it tells me that a church can only be as loving as it loves the least of its members. There are some churches that cater to the middle age adult population and their children at the expense of not ministering to its seniors. It seems like the seniors are neglected. Well, then that church is not loving. There are other churches that cater to the adult populations but neglect the children. That church is not as loving as it should be because it is neglecting the children.

C. Whatever the makeup of our church, it is incumbent upon us to minister to everyone who walks through that door because our Savior would minister to them. 

D. If a deaf person walked through that door we are going to find a way to minister to that person. If a person of any color walks through that door we are going to find a way to minister to them. If a person is sick or a person is well we are going to find a way to minister to them.  If a person is young or old we are going to find a way to minister to them. It is our responsibility because that is what our Savior would do.

E. If the church is not trying to find a way to minister to everyone in the church family than that church is not loving. 

3. The third sign that your church is loving is that it does not just talk the talk of love, it demonstrates love by its actions.
Romans 5:8 (NIV) 
8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

A. Love has its own talk and we know how to talk that talk. “Oh, brother, I love you. Oh, brother, I am praying for you. If there is anything I can do just give me a call (but yet the whole time we are hoping they don’t call.)

B. God could have told me from the day that I was born until the day I die that He loved me but it wouldn’t have meant much.  But one day when I was powerless God sent His Son to die for me to demonstrate how much He loved me. He demonstrated He loved me and now I know for sure that He does indeed love me.

C. We visit churches and we are impressed by their talk of love. That is surely a loving church. God says let me see what you have done and then I will tell you if you are a loving church.

4. The fourth sign of a loving church is that you can see people pulling together and not apart.
Romans 5:8-10 (NIV) 
8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! 
10 For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 

A. I want you to see to see how many times the words “we” and “us” are used in these three verses. If my counting is correct seven times the word “we” or “us” is used in the passage. The Apostle Paul is telling us that we are all in this together.
B. The “we” in this passage includes the preacher. I am in the situation that you are in. I am no better off than you because I am the preacher so I had better pull together with you.

C. The “we” in this passage includes the deacons. They don’t run the show because they are no better off than we are. What they do have is a responsibility before God to pull together with me and you because we are all in this together. 

D. The “we” in this passage includes the church family. That means when something needs to be done at the church “we” do it. If you see a ministry that needs to be started in our church “we” do it.  If you see something around the church that needs to be done “we” do it. You don’t expect the pastor and deacons to do it all- “we” are all in this together. 

E. Another way of saying the same thing is that there is a spirit of unity in the church. Pray everyday that we stay people of unity.

5. The fifth sign of a loving church is that you see people busy about the work of building bridges to rescue those who have lost their way.

Romans 5:11 (NIV) 
11 Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

A. Jesus was a bridge builder. He found a way to rescue you and me from our sin problem. I am reminded of the Good Shepherd who left the 99 sheep to go find the one that is lost. 

B. In every church there are going to be people that lose their way but not every church is going to respond the same way. There are some churches that do nothing about it. Their philosophy is that if you have lost your way that is your problem. There are some churches that blow up all the roads and bridges back. Their philosophy is that if you left we don’t want you back. But I want to belong to a church were the people are busy building bridges to rescue those who lost their way because that is what Jesus would be doing.  
C. I am going to confess to you today my knowledge of the Bible is limited but what I do in my own personal life is that if I am going to err in my Christian life it is going to be on the side of reconciliation and grace. I believe that is where Jesus hung out and that is where I am going to hang out.
Conclusion:

All churches are different. All Christians are different. But all churches and all Christian should have one common characteristic and that is that we should be loving because of our Savior and we belong to Him.

Today, in your own personal life can you say that you are loving?  The Apostle John tells us that we love because He first loved us. If you are not as loving as you could be the problem is simple: you are not spending time with Jesus. Oh, you may be in church, you may even be busy about his work but you are spending with Jesus. During the invitation time you need to answer that question in your own heart. Are you spending time with the Father?
Let us pray.
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