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INTRODUCTION:

What do you enjoy drinking when you are hot and thirsty? Some of us might enjoy a cold glass of water: some might enjoy a cold soda; others might enjoy a cold glass of sweet tea. Hopefully no one in this room said to themselves an ice cold beer but I wouldn’t put it past some of you all.
The point I am trying to make is that when we are physically thirsty there are many things that might satisfy our thirst.
But the Bible is real clear when it comes to spiritual thirst there is only one thing that will satisfy our spiritual thirst and His name is Jesus.

We all know the signs when we are physically thirsty and therefore we do what we need to do to satisfy that physical thirst; but do we all know the signs when we are spiritually thirsty. I don’t think so; so this morning I want to share with you the signs that we are spiritually thirsty.
Turn in your Bibles to:
John 7:37-39 (NIV) 
37 On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 
38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him." 
39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 

BODY:
1. I am spiritually thirsty when I have a sense of desperation in my soul that I can not satisfy on my own.
37 On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 

A. We all know what it is like to have those times when we know that we are hungry but we are not quite sure what we are hungry for. Someone will give us some suggestions of things to eat or places we might go to eat but nothing sounds right; nothing sounds like what I am looking for. So a sense of desperation comes over me because I know that I am hungry but nothing sounds good; nothing seems to satisfy.

B. Well, I believe that same thing happens within our soul. We have tried to satisfy our soul with all the things that this world have to offer. And we quickly discover that they don’t satisfy. Addictions will never satisfy our soul; gathering money will never satisfy our soul; pouring ourselves into our work will never satisfy our soul.

C. During the time that Christ walked the earth, there was a woman, a Samaritan woman who went to a well and encountered Jesus. We are told in the passage that she attempted to satisfy the desperation in her soul by relationships with five different husbands and still had not found what she was looking for. Then Jesus offered Himself, she was desperate enough to accept, and her life was changed from that point forward.

D. Are you desperate this morning? Do you know deep down in your heart that something is missing; something is just not right? Then you are indeed spiritually thirsty.

2. I am spiritually thirsty when I come to the place in my life where to surrender to God seems like my only option.   

37 On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 

A. I can remember August 1992 walking the aisle of my church with my wife in my hand and taking the hand of my preacher and telling him these exact words: “I surrender.” My story began on December 31, 1991, on New Years Eve around midnight; my little brother had a major brain hemorrhage. I can remember as people were bringing in the New Year, I was agonizing do I let him go quietly into eternity or do we fight and pray for his recovery. It was at that point God told me to surrender and I said “no.”

B. On February 8, 1992 two months later my mother committed suicide as we waited to see if my brother would ever regain consciousness in the Intensive Care unit at East Jefferson Medical Center. As you can see I didn’t let him go quietly into eternity. Once again I heard God tell me, “Will you really surrender your life to me and I told him no.”
C. In August 1992, I encounter my third problem this time it was legal problems that just tore my heart apart like you won’t believe. I heard that voice again asking me to surrender completely to God and this time I knew in my soul my only answer was “I will”.  On that Sunday in August 1992, when we walked the aisle of the church during the invitation, I had come to the place in my heart where I knew my only option was to surrender my life to God. I found my place of surrender through three terrible trials in my life.
D. In the Old Testament, Jonah found that place in the belly of a great fish. During the time of the Gospels, the Good Thief found that place of surrender dying on a cross next to Jesus. In the New Testament, the Apostle Paul found that place of surrender on a Damascus Road.  
E. Today, are you spiritually thirsty enough to surrender to God’s will in your life?  I am not talking just about salvation; even if you have been a Christian for 30 years there may be something in your life that God wants you to surrender to Him today. Are you indeed spiritually thirsty enough that your answer will be “yes?”

3. I am spiritually thirsty when I come to the place in my life where I have to know more about Jesus.
38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him." 

A.  How are you going to know what the Scriptures says unless you are driven enough to know what it says? It takes a spiritual thirsty person to pick up your Bible on a Tuesday morning or a Thursday evening and read it so you can find out more about Jesus. There is no church on those days. You don’t have to pick up your Bible to bring it to church on those days. If you pick up your Bible on Tuesday or Thursday it is because you are thirsty to know more about Jesus.
B. In 2003, a survey by Barna Research Group indicated that only 4 out of every 10 church goers read their Bible at some other time in the week beside during the church service. That means if we had 100 people here today 60 of them wouldn’t pick up their Bible during the week when there is no church to read it for themselves. It doesn’t seem like a lot of church goers are spiritually thirsty.
C. Boy, there is nothing better than a spiritually thirsty Christian. They bring an excitement to the church because they can’t get enough of God. Remember when you were spiritually thirsty? How long ago has it been?
4. I am spiritually thirsty when I am truly burdened about those who cross my path.
38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him." 

A.  Jesus says: Living Water will flow. You can not keep it just inside of you. It has got to find it way out and others will benefit.
B. Remember the story of the person left along side of the road for dead. It was the living water flowing from the Samaritan that caused him to stop and help the man and bring him to the inn to be taken care of. The injured man benefited from the Living Water that flowed from the Samaritan.

C. It is the Living Water that would cause us not to walk just one mile with a person but to walk the extra mile with them.
D. It is Living Water flowing from Jesus that could not allow Him to stay in heaven and see us die without hope. It was the Living Water that flowed from Him that caused Him to get on a cross and die for my sins.

E. When was the last time you were truly burdened about somebody other than your self?  

5. I am spiritually thirsty when I must yield my life to the directions of the Holy Spirit within me.
39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 

A. Here Jesus tells us that the Holy Spirit has not yet come. But when He comes one of the main functions to you and I as Christian is that He will guide us into all truth. He tells us that in: 
John 16:13 (NIV) 
13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 

B. I need the Holy Spirit in my life because there is a lot that this world says will satisfy my thirst but it won’t. There is a lot that this world claims to be truth but I later discover is just a lie. Therefore, without the Holy Spirit’s direction I will make more wrong choices than right choices. Without His direction I will take more detours in my life then main highways. Without His direction I will get off course more often than I stay spiritually focused.
C. A spiritual thirst for God keeps me yielding to the Holy Spirit so that I stay on course. Today, some of you may realize that this world has lied to you. It has told you something or promised you something that it can not deliver. It is not to late to come back to God and develop that spiritual thirst for Him.

Conclusion:

If your soul is thirsty today the answer is Jesus. Our physical thirst we can quench in many ways but there is only one way to quench our spiritual thirst and that is by surrendering to Jesus. 
In a moment we will have an invitation. I will invite you to the altar. You come if you are thirsty; you come if life has taken something out of you; you come if you feel like you are in a dry place in your life right now and my promise is that He will provide you Living Water. Let us pray.
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