
Bottom Line: I want to be a Slave of God
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Introduction:

Usually once a week in our home we have a conversation that goes something like this. I went to Wal Mart today, and I bought this and I bought that and we needed this and we needed that. At which point I will ask how much did you spend at Wal Mart. You see, I am interested in the bottom line.

Well, the Apostle Paul told us last week that we have two choices.  We can be slaves to sin or slaves to God. And he says to us let’s cut to the chase, get to the bottom line, and let me tell you the benefits of being a slave to God- which is in essence, a life of obedience.
Let’s begin looking at the bottom line by looking at the Scripture together.
Romans 6:19-23 (NIV) 
19 I put this in human terms because you are weak in your natural selves. Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness. 
20 When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. 21 What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! 
22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


21 What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! 
22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

1.  If you choose to be a slave to God, you spare yourself a whole bunch of grief in this life.
A. You will spare yourself the addiction of sin that may take you down a road that you don’t want to go.  Vs 19… slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness…”
a. What happened to the alcoholic or the drug addict? They reach a point where what they are drinking or using is just not enough. They need more to get the same level of thrill. It is ever increasing.
b. And Paul is telling us that is the same thing that happens with sin. Sin will lead to even greater sin.
B. You will find yourself in a situation where you are embarrassed and eventually feel shame for what you have done.
21 What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? 
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

i. Numbers 32:23 (NIV) 
23 "But if you fail to do this, you will be sinning against the LORD; and you may be sure that your sin will find you out. 

C. How often in our lifetime have there been Christians that are Christians who are in spotlight and one day they have to take the microphone and in their shame and embarrassment have to admit that they have missed the mark. 
D. You will deal with the pain of death.  Death here is a broad word. It is like the word death in Genesis when God says             Genesis 2:17 (NIV) 
17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die."
i. They didn’t die the day they ate but they did suffer the pain that is usually associated with death. Eve would bring forth children in pain and Adam will work in the fields in his pain.

E.  So death here is the idea you will put yourself through needless pain.
                Death is broader than I think. Pain. Part of death.
2.  If you choose to be a slave to God, you might want to know the benefits that you gain.

Vs. 19…so now offer them in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness. 

A.   Holy Living- because God can’t help reward Holy behavior. God would like you to be motivated by rewards. God is addicted to Holy behavior.

a. Revelation 22:12 (NIV) 
12 "Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. 

b. 1 Peter 3:9 (NIV) 
9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 

B. Slave to God- 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God…
a. More intimate relationship with God. 
C. It helps to erase doubts that I may have about my salvation. Right living drives out doubt.
a. 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life
3. If you choose to be a slave to God, you must always remember that salvation is never earned.
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
A. You earned death; you get salvation as a gift.  This is there to remind us that we don’t earn our salvation it is gift.
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