Part 5 Ten Decisions Every Christian Must Make 

What Will Be My Level of Trust in God


Introduction:
Marriages fail because of trust issues. Partnerships dissolve because of trust issues. Friendships are broken because of trust issues. And siblings quit talking to one another because of trust issues.

If trust issues affect so many areas of our life here on earth; it is easy to understand that trust will also affect our fellowship with the Father. And that is why God set a standard for us that our trust in Him should be complete and total. Let me show it to you.
Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV) 
5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 
6 in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. 

God’s standard: to trust in the Lord with all your heart. So I have to ask myself the obvious question: “What is my level of trust in God?” There are only three possible levels.
Body

1. Level One: I do not trust the Lord and therefore I rely totally on myself.
Luke 18:18-23 (NIV) 
18 A certain ruler asked him, "Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?"
19 "Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good--except God alone. 
20 You know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.'" 
21 "All these I have kept since I was a boy," he said. 
22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, "You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 
23 When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was a man of great wealth. 

A. What is so interesting to me about the story of the rich young ruler is that when Jesus told him that he had to sell everything and give it to the poor, he did not come back and attempt to bargain with God. Instead, he walked away sad. He didn’t say how about I sell 50% and keep 50%. He couldn’t even trust God enough to ask that question.  He trusted 100% in his riches and none in God.  

2. Level Two:  I trust the Lord to assist me in my plans. (This is where most of us fall.)

Exodus 2:11-14 (NIV) 
11 One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to where his own people were and watched them at their hard labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his own people. 
12 Glancing this way and that and seeing no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 
13 The next day he went out and saw two Hebrews fighting. He asked the one in the wrong, "Why are you hitting your fellow Hebrew?" 
14 The man said, "Who made you ruler and judge over us? Are you thinking of killing me as you killed the Egyptian?" Then Moses was afraid and thought, "What I did must have become known." 

A. I believe that Moses felt that it was time for him to lead the Israelites out of Egypt and that God would assist him. And then when he discovered the Israelites had rejected him, that God would not assist him, he fled. This time it was Moses’ plan and not God’s plan.
B. We cannot forget the classic example of trusting God to assist in our plans occurred when Abraham through the hand maid thought that God was going to help him bring the promised heir into the world. It was not God’s plan it was Abraham’s plan.
3. Level Three: I trust God to totally act in my best interest so I rely upon Him and His plans for me. 
Philippians 1:12-13 (NIV) 
12 Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel. 
13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 
A. Paul has been placed in jail. Instead of trying to get out on his own or solicit God’s help to get out; He totally trust God that He had good reason to leave him there.

B. Paul got to that third level of trust. How did He get there? I think that there are four things that he realized about God in order to trust that fully.
a. He realized that Christ had the ability to do whatever needed to be done.
Philippians 2:6-12 (NIV) 
6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 
7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! 
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
b. He knew that God communicates with His people.
 

Ephesians 3:7-12 (NIV) 
7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God's grace given me through the working of his power. 
8 Although I am less than the least of all God's people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
9 and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 
10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 
11 according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
12 In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence. 

c. He knew that God is totally dependability.
Philippians 4:19 (NIV) 
19 And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 
d. He knew that God is just in His dealings.
Deuteronomy 32:4 (NIV) 
4 He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he. 
Conclusion

We need to move our level of trust to complete trust in the Lord.
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