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Introduction

I got to confess to you that “faith” confuses me. Maybe it is because you can not see it, feel it, touch it that I have difficult time understanding what “faith” really is. Maybe it is because it is a Christian concept that seems to be more abstract than concrete and I do better thinking in terms of concrete. Truthfully, I got to see something before I understand it.
I look in the Bible to understand what “faith” is and honestly it seems to confuse me more than it helps me. Jesus says it looks like the smallest of things, a mustard seed, but it has the potential to do great things like move mountains. I don’t see many mountains being moved so does that mean that we don’t have even that smallest amount of faith. But that can not be because the Bible tells me that we all have been given a measure of faith. So I scratch my head, “what does faith look like?”
I read on and discover a story about Peter getting out of the boat and walking to Jesus on the water. He gets close to Jesus on the stormy sea but doesn’t quite make it all the way.  Jesus tells Peter “you of little faith.” Now I would have thought those 11 disciples that stayed in the boat those are the ones with little faith but Jesus is silent about their measure of faith. 

I look around in the community where I live to see if I can discover what faith looks like and I see Christians worrying just as much as anyone else and that can not possibly be faith. I look around on Sunday mornings driving to church and I see churches parking lots nearly empty and I know that staying home for whatever reason can not possibly be because of their faith.
Do you understand my problem? Do you understand why I say that “faith” confuses me? What does “faith” really look like?
I am glad to say that the Holy Spirit painted for me a picture of what faith looks like that I can finally understand. And that is what I want to share with you today. What does faith really look like?
Hebrews 11:24-28 (NIV) 
24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. 
25 He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time. 
26 He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward. 
27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible. 
28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel. 

Body

1. Faith looks like that man or woman who lets the world know that he or she is different from them.
 Hebrews 11:24 (NIV) 
24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. 

A. Moses had the opportunity to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, an Egyptian. He had the opportunity to live in the fine palaces of Egypt and to not have a financial worry in the world. He could have worn the finest of clothes. He could have eaten the best of foods. He could have gone without a day of his life ever doing manual labor. But, he wasn’t an Egyptian; he was an Israelites and he chose to identify with them because they were the people of God. Faith looks like an Israelite not trying to look like an Egyptian.
B. Today, faith would like a Christian not trying to look like the world. Faith would look like a Christian not trying to do the same things that the world does. Faith would look like a Christian dad who makes the choice to spend the day with his family rather then going out drinking with the guys. Faith would look like that employee at work who gives his best effort every day and doesn’t try to sloth off because the boss isn’t looking. Faith would look that momma who gets down on her knees with her child to pray that daddy would give his heart to Jesus and come back home.

C. I can understand what faith looks like if I see it as that gift from God that allows me to be different from the world. 
2.  Faith looks like that man or woman who takes the rough road because it is the spiritually right thing to do.
Hebrews 11:25-26 (NIV) 
25 He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time. 26 He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward. 
A.  If there are two roads in front of you: one that is very smooth and the other quite rough, why would anyone choose the rough road to travel. That was the choice that Moses was dealt: the smooth road looked like the pleasures of Pharaoh’s palace and the rough road looked like mistreatment along with the other people of God. Moses chose the rough road and it had to be faith that caused him to make that decision. It had to be faith to believe that in the end that the rough road was going to be better than the smooth road. It had to take faith to believe that. So faith looks like the man or woman who doesn’t take the easy way through life simply because that road is there and available.
B. Today, that type of faith would look like that husband and wife that wait to make a major purchase because they don’t belief that God wants them to go into debt. That type of faith would look like that young lady that waits to have sex until marriage because she believes that God wants her to be a virgin as she enters marriage. That type of faith would be that man or woman that tithes with a cheerful heart not knowing how this month’s bills will be paid because God has told them to give the first fruits of everything to Him.
D. I can understand faith if faith is taking that tough road because in the end I believe that there is something better if I chose that road.
3. Faith looks like that man or woman who stands with God rather than bending to the demands of this world.
Hebrews 11:27 (NIV) 
27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible. 

A. You would have thought that Moses fled Egypt because he was afraid of the king’s anger that would have been directed against him for killing the Egyptian soldier. But the Scripture is clear that Moses left Egypt because God told him to leave- by faith he left Egypt. So faith looks like the man or woman who follows God although the world is putting pressure on him or her to follow something else.
B.  That type of faith would look like Daniel who refused to eat the King’s meats because he felt that eating that meat would violate the laws of God. That type of faith would look like Daniel still praying to God despite the order issued by the king that all such prayer should stop. That type of faith looks like Job who refused to listen to his wife and curse God but instead continues to serve God.  In each case there was pressure put on them by the world but they refused to yield to that pressure. 
C. I can understand faith if faith is fight off the pressure of this world so that I can stand with God.
4. Faith looks like that man or woman who acts in obedience to what God has said despite not understanding completely what God is about to do.
Hebrews 11:28 (NIV) 
28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel. 

A.  That First Passover I don’t believe that Moses or the Israelites really understood all that God was going to do that night. I do not believe that Moses and the Israelites really understood how the blood on the door post would keep their children safe and no blood on the door post of the Egyptians would bring death into their homes. Not understanding everything God was about to do they still did what God told them to do. That’s what faith looks like.
B. Today, that type of faith looks like that young couple who heads off to the mission field not knowing fully what they will encounter but going anyway because God told them to God.  That type of faith Iooks like Abraham leaving his family and going to a land he did not know because God told him that he will make him a great nation. That type of faith looks like the apostles of Jesus who left their careers, fishing boats, everything to follow Jesus not knowing where it would take them. 

C. I can understand faith if faith is taking an unsure step because God told you to take that step.
Conclusion:

What does your faith look like? It looks like you and me living out our faith so others might see Jesus. Faith looks like the Christian who lives differently from the world. Faith looks like that Christian who takes the rough road because in the end they believe that the reward is greater. Faith looks like the Christian who does not bend to the pressure of the world. And finally faith looks like that Christian taking a step of faith not knowing fully where it will take you.
Today, are you willing to step out in faith and make your way to an altar? Faith looks like that person making their way to the altar.
Let us pray!
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