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Introduction

Today, you have some measure of faith or I don’t believe that you would be spending this hour in this church building listening to God’s Word. There are too many other things that you could be doing.

But what does faith really look like? Jesus says if you have faith of a mustard seed you can move a mountain. So Jesus tells us it looks like the smallest of things but it has the potential to do great things. 

James tells us in his Epistle faith looks like the works that we do after our salvation. He tells us very plainly that if we don’t have works that our faith is dead. He tells me show me a person who does works and I show you a person with great faith. So to James faith looks like works.

Call me simple but this confuses me.  Is faith like the smallest of seeds like Jesus talked about or is faith like the works we perform after salvation that James talked about? 

I am glad to say that in the Book of Hebrews, the Holy Spirit paints for me a picture of what faith looks like that I can understand. And that is what I want to share with you today. What does faith really look like?
Hebrews 11:24-28 (NIV) 
24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. 
25 He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time. 
26 He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward. 
27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible. 
28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel. 

Body

1. Faith looks like a person who lets the world know that he or she is different from them.
 Hebrews 11:24 (NIV) 
24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. 

A. Moses had the opportunity to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, an Egyptian. He had the opportunity to live in the fine palaces of Egypt and to not have a financial worry in the world. He could have worn the finest of clothes. He could have eaten the best of foods. He could have gone without a day in his life doing manual labor. But, he wasn’t an Egyptian; he was an Israelites and he chose to identify with them because they were the people of God. Faith looks like an Israelite not trying to look like an Egyptian.
B. Today, faith would look like the Christian husband who rather spends the day with his family then going out drinking with the guys. Faith would look like that employee at work who does not participate in off colored jokes told by the water cooler at break. Faith would look that momma who gets down on her knees with her child to pray that daddy would come back home.

C. I can understand faith that says I am a Christian so I shouldn’t look like the world. It is a shame that too many Christians want to look like the world.

2.  Faith looks like a person who makes their decisions based upon what they believe to be spiritually right.  

Hebrews 11:25 (NIV) 
25 He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time. 

A. We know that Moses did not make his decision based upon his feelings because if he did he would have chosen the passing pleasures of sin. My feelings would always tell me to take the passing pleasures of sin because no matter how short the pleasure it would always be better than mistreatment.

B. But Moses used different criteria to make his chose. He made a difficult chose; he chose to be mistreated with the people of God. He made his decision based upon spiritual principles that was important to him. Faith looks like a person who make makes the tough decision because it is the spiritually right thing to do.

C. Today, faith would look like that husband and wife that waits to make a major purchase because they don’t belief that God wants them to go into debt. Faith would look like that young lady that waits to have sex until marriage because she believes that God wants her to be a virgin as she enters marriage. Faith would be that man or woman that tithes with a cheerful heart not knowing how this month’s bills will be paid because God has told them to give the first fruits of everything to Him.
D. I can understand faith that says I need to make my decision based upon God’s Word no matter what the consequences.

3. Faith looks like a person who lives their life like there is more to life than just this world.
Hebrews 11:26 (NIV) 
26 He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward. 

A. The Scripture tells us that Moses knew that there was more to life then just this present moment.  It says that he was looking ahead to his reward. We know that he did not get it in this life because if you remember he wasn’t allowed to step foot in the Promised Land. He got his reward on the other side of this life.
B. If you want to know something that really looks like such a contradiction to me it is a person that says they are a Christian but everything about their life is about living in present moment. They are worried about how much money they have; how big a house they own; how fancy a car they drive. They can’t make any commitments down at the church house because they don’t know if something better might come up that they want to do.

C. It takes no faith to live in the present moment.  It just takes existence to live in the present moment. It takes great faith to make a decision today in which you reap the benefits in eternity.

D. I can understand faith that looks like a person who lives their life like there is something more than just this life.  

4. Faith looks like a person who is concerned about what God thinks more than anybody else in this world.
Hebrews 11:27 (NIV) 
27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible. 

A. You would have thought that Moses fled Egypt because he was afraid of the king’s anger that would have been directed against him for killing the Egyptian soldier. But the Scripture is clear that Moses left Egypt because God told him to leave.
B. Moses was more interested in what God thought than the king thought. I can understand faith that is more concerned about what God thinks than my spouse thinks. I can understand faith that is more concerned about what God thinks than my friends think. I can understand faith that is more concerned about what God thinks then my boss thinks.

C. I can understand how that is faith- to be concerned about what God thinks more than anybody else in this world.

5. Faith looks like a person who is acting in obedience to what God has said.
Hebrews 11:28 (NIV) 
28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel. 

A.  Moses did exactly what God told him to do in order to celebrate the First Passover and to assure that the Death Angel passed over the home of the Israelites. Moses was obedient.

B. I can see how obedience to God is faith and lack of obedience demonstrates a lack of faith. And so when I see a Christian man or woman doing what God told them to do I see faith. I saw faith during Vacation Bible School when our young children dug into their piggy bank in order to save lives at the Crisis Pregnancy Center. I see faith each Sunday when our people come to the altar to talk with God because they felt that tug at their heart to come forward. 

C. If you want to see faith you find men and women who are being obedient to God and you will see faith.
Conclusion:

What does your faith look like? Look into your heart- do you paint a good picture of what the Christian faith is all about by how you live your life? Or do people look at you and see nothing spectacular, you just look like you live like everybody else. We should be different. We should be people of faith.
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