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Introduction:
John the Baptist recognized Jesus as the One he was preaching about. Jesus was the One that John described as the Light of the World.

Well, one day, John was with two of his disciples and Jesus passed by and John tells his disciples, “Look, the Lamb of God!”

John’s two disciples leave him and start following Jesus. Jesus realizes that these two men are following Him and so He stops and ask them this question, “What do you want?”
Now it seems important to me that these are going to be the first two people who follow Jesus and this is the question that He asked them “what do you want?”

And is it possible that this might be the same question that Jesus asks every body who expresses an interest in following Him. And could it be that He has asked every one of us in this room. “What do you want with me? What is your motive for following me? Why are you here?

And so I want us to examine our hearts today and look deep within ourselves to see if we can discover “what is our motive for following Jesus?”
We will look at several motives that appear throughout the Gospel of John and then at the end of my sermon I will ask you to search your own heart so that you can discover your own motive for following Jesus.

Body:

1. Some people’s motive for following Jesus is that they want to see or perhaps even need a miracle in their life. 

John 2:23-25 (NIV) 
23 Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many people saw the miraculous signs he was doing and believed in his name. 
24 But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all men. 
25 He did not need man's testimony about man, for he knew what was in a man. 

A. I remember one time during Jesus’ earthly ministry that He was passing through Samaria and Galilee and ten lepers cried out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” Jesus healed them all and told them to go show themselves to the priest. But only one a Samaritan came back to give Jesus thanks. What can you say about the other nine? They were possibly following Jesus because they needed a miracle.

B. I remember to this today, a couple we knew in Kenner, Frank and Diane Curran. They were in a terrible auto wreck and they asked us to pray for their healing. I remember him telling me that He would serve God if God would only heal him. God did heal Frank but despite my reminders he never darkened the dark of the church. What can you say? He needed Jesus for the miracle and once He got it he didn’t need Jesus any longer.

C. Jesus in the passage I just read to you knew in his heart that many people followed Him because of the miracles that He performed. But here is the problem with following Jesus because of the miracles He performs it doesn’t last. You forget about all the other miracles God did in your life when you need another miracle and it doesn’t seem like it is coming. Following Jesus for the miracles won’t last. It won’t stand the test of time.

D. Examine your heart, are you following Jesus for the miracles He can do in your life? 
2. Some people’s motive for following Jesus is to escape hell or gain heaven.

Mark 10:17 (NIV) 
17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. "Good teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 
A. The rich young ruler wasn’t that interested in the person of Jesus Christ. He was interested more in escaping hell and securing heaven.
B. Preachers are guilty of this. We somethings are more interested in preaching you out of hell and into heaven that we neglect preaching Jesus. We preach you the steps to get to heaven; we preach you how to avoid hell but we neglect preaching you how much Jesus loves you.

C. The rich young ruler just wanted to know the steps to gain eternal life. I wonder if there is someone in here today because their primary reason is to avoid hell.   

D. Is that anything wrong with wanting to avoid hell? Certainly not! It is just flying too low. There is a lot more to being a Christian then escaping hell. And here is the problem with the motive of fear as my motive in following Jesus. It can not keep me in church. It can not keep faithful over the long haul.
3. Some people’s motive for following Jesus is to try to find fault with him.
John 5:16-18 (NIV) 
16 So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jews persecuted him. 
17 Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am working." 
18 For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God. 

A. Jesus healed the man at the Bethesda pool on the Sabbath. Instead of being excited that the man was healed they actually claimed that Jesus healed the man on the Sabbath, a violation of their law; Jesus told the man to pick up his mat which would have been another violation of their law and then Jesus claimed that God was His Father which they said was blasphemy.

B. Think about it. There were people who followed Jesus for the purpose of finding fault with Him. Today, there are people who come to church for the purpose of finding fault with the church. They don’t like the singing; the preacher is too loud and too long winded. The people down at that church are all hypocrites. They come to our business meeting and they shot down every thing that the church wants to do to expand the message of Christ into the community.

C. You ask: why would someone do that? It is simple: they did it to Jesus and they will do it to His body. Are you quick to find fault with the church. You had better examine your heart to determine that your motive for following Jesus is not to find fault.    
4. Some people’s motive for following Jesus is just because it makes good business sense.
John 12:4-6 (NIV) 
4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 
5 "Why wasn't this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year's wages." 
6 He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it. 

A. Church is big business. It is big money. If you are good you know how to get people to open their wallets and their purses and put their money into the plate. Let me tell you in some of those big churches sometimes the one who has the greatest income in the entire congregation is the preacher. His salary is unrealistic. Especially when you think that our Savior didn’t have a place to lay his head at night.

B. But it is not just the preacher. It is good business for the business man to join the big church. You have more contacts; you can create more sales for your business; you may even get some church business.

C. It is not just the preacher or the sales man but it also the professional who prides himself in going to the big church in town. I am sure in some church’s the deacon list is a who’s who in the community. 

D. Here is the problem your motive may be what you can gain from Jesus. It might be money; it might be more contacts; it might be more sales; it might be prestige; it might even be pride. But that is not a good motive for following Jesus.
E. Today, is your motive for following Jesus want you can gain from Jesus?

5. Some people’s motive for following Jesus is that they love Him and they want to serve Him.
John 14:23-24 (NIV) 
23 Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 
24 He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 

A. You can tell the people whose motive for following Jesus is pure. They separate themselves from the others by their obedience. They are obedience to God not only while they are in church but when they leave this church building- they are just as Christians in their dealings in the world as they are in church.
B. Love is the only motive that will cause you to always hang it there. Today, I want you to examine your motive. If Jesus came row by row and person by person and asked you: what do you want with me would your answer be. Is your answer: I just want to love you and be obedient to you. If you can not ask the question that way then your motive is impure. Search your heart is your motive to get some miracle; is your motive to escape hell; is your motive to find fault or is your motive that it makes good business sense to follow Jesus. Only you know your heart’s motive. And only love will stand the test of time.

Let us pray.  
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