Wedding of Sean Lewis Breitharpt                   and Brandi Christine Riley

May 31, 2009


Today, we are gathered to unite in marriage Sean Lewis Breitharpt & Brandi Christine Riley.  This is a young couple who is very much in love with one another.  It is their day. They and their love are to be the focal point. They have asked you, their family and their friends, to share their joy and witness their love for one another by the exchanging of their vows and their dedication to one another by the giving and receiving of a ring. May this day and this marriage ceremony be remembered years from now as one of the happiest moments in both of their lives and the foundation for the rest of their lives together as husband and wife. 

Sean and Brandi, marriage is a very much a spiritual connection of two people united for a common bond, and in that bond there must be love, trust and commitment to one another. God is the creator and sustainer of such a relationship and therefore we need to welcome Him into this service with our prayers. So let us pray.

Dear Father in heaven we turn to you at this moment to ask you to preside over this service. We welcome you into this place today. May the vows that are declared honor You; may the exchanging of rings be a symbol of our unfailing love for each other just as you have demonstrated unfailing love for us.  May this marriage glorify you by standing the test of time.  In Jesus name, I pray.     

There must be love for your marriage to be successful.  It is more than verses on a sweet card or the romance found at the movie theatre. Love is action. It is found in keeping of the vows that you make to one another today. It is found in putting the other person’s needs before your own. It is found in the very way that you speak to one another even when you are angry at each other.  Yes, love must be present for this relationship to continue growing.
There must be trust for your marriage to be successful. When trust is in place you can be totally honest with yourself and your mate and not afraid that your feelings will be trampled upon. If trust is present, you can have the confident assurance that if life knocks you down that your mate will be there to pick you up and not there to tell you I told you so. If trust is present, you don’t have to worry about what your spouse is doing; you have the confident assurance that they are doing the right things; things that will build up this marriage and not tear it down. Sean and Brandi, remember marriages don’t make it if trust is not present. Guard your trust - don’t do anything to damage one another’s trust.

 And finally, there must be commitment for your marriage to be successful. You both have got to hang in there together even if it seems like there are times that the whole world is trying to tear you apart.  Commitment says that I am in here for the long haul. I made a commitment to you on May 31, 2009 and I plan to honor my commitment until death do us part. Commitment says that I put you before everything else and it says  that I willing to pay the price to make that happen. I don’t know how a marriage could span the test of time without that type of commitment on both of your parts.
Sean and Brandi always remember, relationships are something that must be worked on all the time, not only when they are broken and need to be fixed. Never stop doing the things you need to do to make this marriage work. Keep adding to your love for one another each day; prove by your actions that you are trustworthy and constantly reassure your spouse by how you handle yourself that you are in this relationship to go the distance.
Now if you Sean and you Brandi are willing to make that type of commitment to one another and to take seriously all the responsibilities that come with marriage signify by facing each other and joining right hands together. 

Sean, repeat after me:
I love you.
You are my best friend.
Today I give myself to you in marriage.
I promise to encourage and inspire you, to laugh with you, and to comfort you in times of sorrow and struggle.
I promise to love you in good times and in bad, when life seems easy and when it turns hard, when our love is simple, and when love takes an effort.
I promise to cherish you, and to always hold you in highest esteem.
These things I commit to you today, before God and these witnesses;   and                                                                                          I plan to fulfill these promises all the days of my life.

Brandi, repeat after me:
 I love you.
You are my best friend.
Today I give myself to you in marriage.
I promise to encourage and inspire you, to laugh with you, and to comfort you in times of sorrow and struggle.
I promise to love you in good times and in bad, when life seems easy and when it turns hard, when our love is simple, and when love takes an effort.
I promise to cherish you, and to always hold you in highest esteem.
These things I commit to you today, before God and these witnesses;  and                                                                                           I plan to fulfill these promises all the days of my life.

Sean and Brandi, you both have decided on a ring as a token of your love for one another. May I have the rings please?  A ring has been for centuries the universal expression of love and the symbol of the marriage union.  

Sean will you take this ring and place it on Brandi’s finger, and as you do so repeat to her your commitments . 

I  Sean…take you Brandi…as my wife…to share life’s journey …by my side... I give you my love…I will prove my trustworthiness by my actions… and I will commit to do all that I can to make this marriage last… until death do us part. With this ring…I thee wed.

Brandi will you take this ring and place it on Sean’s finger, and as you do so repeat to him your commitments . 

I  Brandi…take you Sean…as my husband…to share life’s journey …by my side... I give you my love…I will prove my trustworthiness by my actions… and I will commit to do all that I can to make this marriage last… until death do us part. With this ring…I thee wed.

With heads bowed and eyes closed let us pray for Sean and Brandi.

Dear God, we ask you to look with favor upon this marriage. Sean and Brandi have made mutual commitments of love for each other. Help them dear God to keep those commitments. I pray dear Father as they draw closer  to each other that they might also grow closer to you. For it is in Jesus name I pray.

Sean and Brandi, you have made mutual commitments of love before God and evidenced it by the giving of rings. Therefore, it is my privilege by virtue of the authority vested in me as a minister of Jesus Christ to pronounce you are now husband and wife.

Sean and Brandi, you are no longer two independent persons but one; “What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.”

May the Lord bless you and keep you; may the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; may the Lord turn His face toward you and give you peace as long as you both shall live.

Sean, you may now kiss your bride.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like to introduce to you for the first time Mr. and Mrs. Sean Lewis Breitharpt.
