Wedding of Ashley Alford to Matthew Coffey

Giving of the Bride
There have been many beautiful expressions of love given to us throughout the ages by poets, scholars and philosophers. However, my favorite expression of love is found in the Bible. It is God’s example of love; therefore, it is the best example of love. It is the story of Jacob’s love for Rachael. Jacob served Rachel’s father fourteen years just to gain her hand in marriage. It reminds me how God has given us a love that can be both strong and enduring.
Today, you Matt Coffey and you Ashley Alford approach this altar saying to us that during the three years that you have been going together as boyfriend and girlfriend you have developed a love for one another that is both strong and enduring. 
And just as Laban gave Rachel to Jacob, today, John Barclay do you present your granddaughter Ashley, to Matt in marriage?
The Charge

Matt and Ashley today you are at a new beginning. It is a time of excitement. It is a time of awe and wonder. You are taking your relationship to a higher level. You will no longer be boy friend and girl friend; you will no longer be the engaged couple; you will be at the end of this service husband and wife. And in the eyes of God you will be one: the Coffey’s.
Just like it is a new beginning; it will also be a new journey.  You are committing before God to travel through this life no longer alone but together. So, I want to share with you today some things you need to pack for the journey from God’s Word so that you will be sure to make this journey all the way to its final destination- which is, until death do us part.
Let me read from Colossians 3:12-14 (NIV) 
12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.
Let us pray! 
Dear Father in heaven we turn to you at this moment to ask you to preside over this service. We welcome you into this place today. May the vows that are declared honor You; may the exchanging of rings be a symbol of the unfailing love that Matt and Ashley have for each other. May this marriage glorify you by Matt and Ashley honoring each word of every vow that they will make in your presence.  In Jesus name, I pray.     

Matt and Ashley, let me share with you three things that you need to pack for this journey.
First, you are going to need  to pack the right attitude in dealing with and communicating to one another. God tells you to put on compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience each day because you will need each one of those qualities in your marriage. There is no room for demanding my way; asserting my rights; or seeking my interest above all else. Each one of those virtues God ask you to put on allows you to cooperate, to seek a common good, to work together with your spouse for the best interest of your family.  And yes let me tell you from personal experience it takes effort to do these things.
Secondly, you must be willing to pack a heart that willing to admit your wrongs and quickly forgive the wrongs of your spouse. Will you make some mistakes along your journey? Will your spouse make mistakes along the journey? The answer to both questions is “yes”. 

So you must be willing to admit your mistakes  and your partner must be willing to forgive.  As you stand before me today to exchange your vows you must determine in your heart two things if your vows are going to mean anything.  First, I will guard this relationship  as the most  valuable treasure God has given me next to my salvation; and secondly, I will forgive no matter whatever the offense. The second is a very difficult and daunting task; but that is what God tells us, “Forgive whatever  grievance you may have against one another.”  Matt and Ashley , your journey might be filled  be filed with  many “I am so sorry” and “I forgive you.” That’s okay because it means your relationship is going forward; you are moving toward your destination.
And the final thing you need to pack for the journey is love. God says it this way: put on love. As your life gets busy; don’t forget what brought you to this point.  It is your love. As children come into your relationship and they take time away from your togetherness; don’t forget what brought you to this point. It is your love. If disappointment and tragedy enters your life, don’t pull apart. Remember what brought you to this point. It is your love.  Hang on to your love; put it on each day because it is needed for the journey. 
The Vows

If you Matt and you Ashley are willing to take this journey together and commit your love to each other and  take seriously your responsibilities to one another  and to God  signify by joining right hands and turn facing each other. 

 Matt, you and Ashley wanted to say your vows to another rather than just confirming your vows by saying “I do”. So, I am going give you your vows in small segments so that you may repeat them back to Ashley. And then Ashley you will repeat your vows to Matt.
Ashley, I love you…You are my best friend… Today, I give myself to you… in marriage… as your husband.
I promise to stay by your side… in sickness… and in health…in joy…and in sorrow… through the good times…and the bad times.
I pledge my love to you…It will comfort you… in times of distress…It will laugh with you…in times of great joy… It will forgive you …in times of mistakes... It will endure … and grow stronger…as we take this journey together.

These vows I make today…I promise with all my being… to fulfill them… for as long as I live…as God is my witness. 

Joyce, at the end of each vow that you are making to Chad  today I would like you to indicate your agreement  to honor that vow by saying : “I do.”

Ashley it is now your turn to repeat your vows.

Matt, I love you…You are my best friend… Today, I give myself to you… in marriage… as your wife. 

I promise to stay by your side… in sickness… and in health…in joy…and in sorrow… through the good times… and the bad times.

I pledge my love to you…It will comfort you… in times of distress…It will laugh with you…in times of great joy… It will forgive you …in times of mistakes... It will endure … and grow stronger…as we take this journey together. 

These vows I make today…I promise with all my being… to fulfill them… for as long as I live…as God is my witness.

The Rings

Matt and Ashley, you both have decided on a ring as a token of your love for one another. May I have the rings please?  A ring has been for centuries the universal expression of love and the symbol of martial union. This is because a ring has no end and true love has no end. 

Matt,  please take the ring and place it on Ashley’s finger, and as you do so repeat to her your commitment of unending love. 

I Matt…take you Ashley…as my wife…to share life’s journey …by my side... I give you my heart… and this ring… as a pledge… of my love…and my faithfulness to you…With this ring…I thee wed.

Ashley will you take the ring and place it on Matt’s finger, and as you do so repeat to her your commitment of unending love. 

I Ashley…take you Matt…as my husband…to share life’s journey …by my side... I give you my heart… and this ring… as a pledge… of my love…and my faithfulness to you…With this ring…I thee wed.

With heads bowed and eyes closed let us pray for Matt and Ashley.

Dear God, we ask you to look with favor upon this marriage. Matt and Ashley have made mutual commitments of love for each other. Help them dear God to keep those commitments. I pray dear Father as they grow closer to each other that they will also grow closer to you. For it is in Jesus name I pray.
Unity Candle 

Matt and Ashley, the two outside candles on the Unity Candelabra have been light by your mothers when they entered the service today.  They symbolize your lives up to this very  moment. They are two distinct lights, each capable of going their own separate ways. But to bring about the happiness God designed for you, there must be the merging of these two lights into one light. This is in part what the Lord meant when He said, “And for this cause shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife, and they shall be one flesh.” A new light has been lite; a new family has been formed. 

Concluding Remarks
Matt and Ashley, you have made mutual commitments of love before God. Therefore, it is my privilege by virtue of the authority vested in me as a minister of Jesus Christ to pronounce you are now husband and wife.

Matt & Ashley, you are no longer two independent persons but one; “What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.”

May the Lord bless you and keep you; may the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; may the Lord turn His face toward you and give you peace as long as you both shall live.

Matt, you may now kiss your bride.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like to introduce to you for the first time Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Coffey.
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