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Wedding of Joel Paniagua
And

Chelsea Hudson
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Dear Family and Friends we are gathered here together this evening for some very special reasons:
1. We have come to witness Joel PON-YA-WA and Chelsea Hudson declare their wedding vows and exchange rings as they unite in marriage.

2. We have come to share with them in their joy as this long awaited day has finally come for them and their new family is formed.
3. We have come to witness the miracle that God performs at each wedding when He takes two different individuals and declares that they are now one.
4. And we have come to show Joel and Chelsea our support and encouragement as their journey as husband and wife begins.

It is our custom that the father gives away his daughter to the one she is to marry. We symbolize it by the Father kissing his daughter followed by the father shaking the hand of the groom and then placing his daughter’s hand into the groom’s hand. Did you realize that we do this because the Bible says that at the very first wedding that God brought Eve to Adam?

God was the one who gave away Eve to Adam. Today, who brings Chelsea to this altar to be married to Joel?  
As we begin our service this morning let’s invite God to be both an active participant in this ceremony and also in this marriage. Let us pray!

Dear Father in heaven we turn to you at this moment to ask you to preside over this service. We welcome you into this place today. May the vows that are declared honor You; may the exchanging of rings be a symbol of our unfailing love for each other just as you have demonstrated unfailing love for us.  May this marriage glorify you by standing the test of time. In Jesus name, I pray.     

Joel, today you will be Chelsea’s husband. It is not something to be taken lightly. It comes with many privileges but also has many responsibilities.  There may be times that you might need to work all day on your job and yet have to come home and cook supper for the family because Chelsea is too sick to get out of the bed. There will times when you have plans but they may have to be changed because Chelsea needs to talk and you just need to listen. There may be times that you might have wanted to watch something special on television but you might have to turn it off just to sit there and hug your wife simply because she had a bad day and at that moment she needs a hug.
How far does your responsibility go? The Apostle Paul tells us in the Book of Ephesians that you are to love your wife as Christ loved the church and we know that He died for His church. Would you be willing to die for your bride?
Chelsea, today you will be the Joel’s wife. It is not something to be taken lightly either. It comes with many privileges but also has many responsibilities.  You are to become his help mate. You are to walk besides him. 
Joel will make mistakes; he will not do somethings the way that you might have done them; he might even fall short of your expectations sometimes. But no matter what- you are to be by his side and respect and support your husband. You are to be his greatest cheerleader; you are to find ways to build him up and avoid all opportunities to belittle him. The Bible in the Book of Ephesians once again is quite clear that the wife is to see to it that she respects her husband. Would you be willing to devote yourself to respecting your husband?
If you Joel and if you Chelsea are willing to commit your love to one another and to take seriously your responsibility to each other and to God, signify by joining right hands and turn facing each other.

Joel, please signify your willingness to honor your marriage vows by repeating after me these four expressions of your love for Chelsea.
I, Joel take you, Chelsea…, to be my lawfully wedded wife…, my closest friend…, my partner in life …and my one true love. 

I promise to stay by your side… as your faithful husband …in sickness and health…, in joy and in sorrow… through the good times… and the bad times.

I promise to love you without reservation…, comfort you in times of distress…, laugh with you… and cry with you…, always be open and honest with you… and cherish you… for as long as we both shall live.  
I promise to love you… as Christ loved His Church… and I will do that I can… so that you may grow… in your relationship with Jesus.
Chelsea, please signify your willingness to honor your marriage vows by repeating after me these four expressions of your love for Joel.
I, Chelsea take you Joel…, to be my lawfully wedded husband…, my closest friend…, my partner in life… and my one true love.

I promise to stay by your side… as your faithful wife… in sickness and health…, in joy and in sorrow… through the good times… and the bad times.

I promise to love you without reservation…, comfort you in times of distress…, laugh with you… and cry with you…, always be open and honest with you… and cherish you… for as long as we both shall live.  

I promise to respect you… as my husband… in accordance with the Scriptures…and to be by your side…as your help mate… according to God’s perfect plan.

Joel and Chelsea, you both had decided on a ring as a token of your love for each other.  

May I have the rings please?  A ring has been for centuries the universal expression of love and the symbol of martial union. This is because a ring has no end and true love has no end. The Bible says plainly that love never fails. For your love to never fail you both must guard yourself and never allow anything to come between you two.
Will you take this ring, Joel and place it upon Chelsea’s finger, and as you do so repeat to her your commitment of unending love? 

Chelsea, I give you this ring... as a symbol... of my commitment to you.  I promise to keep my commitment... to love you, today...tomorrow... and as long as we both shall live.  

Will you take this ring, Chelsea and place it upon Joel’s finger, and as you do so repeat your commitment of unending love?
Joel, I give you this ring... as a symbol... of my commitment to you.  I promise to keep my commitment ...to love you, today... tomorrow... and as long as we both shall live.

With heads bowed and eyes closed let me pray for you two. Dear God, we ask you to look with favor upon this marriage. Teach Joel & Chelsea to treasure the new things that marriage has just created for them. Cause them to fight  to keep those new things always new and always fresh. Bless them individually and as a family. Dear God, allow Joel & Chelsea to grow in their love for you and for each other.  Protect this new formed family so that they will live long and happy lives together, and may all that they do prosper in your hands. For it is in Jesus’ name I pray. Amen

Joel & and Chelsea you both desire to lite the unity candle and a symbol of God’s great miracle that you have been made one in this act of marriage. 
But your unity is much more because it is also a Remembrance candle. It is your intention by the lighting of this candle to honor those who could not be here tonight because death has already taken them. Cliff & Zilpha Hudson, George “Eddie” Chapman, Jr.,  Evangelina PON YA WA and Ava_____________.

Joel & Chelsea, you have made mutual commitments of love before God. Therefore, it is my privilege by  virtue of the authority  vested in me as a minister of Jesus Christ to pronounce you husband and wife.

Joel & Chelsea, you are no longer two independent persons but one; “What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.”

May the Lord bless you and keep you; may the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; may the Lord turn His face toward you and give you peace as long as you both shall live.

Joel, you may now kiss your bride.

You are now Mr. and Mrs. Joel PON YA WA.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like to introduce to you Mr. and Mrs. Joel PON YA WA.
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