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Because We Love God…
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Introduction:

Every house has one!  I’m talking about a room in your house that is full of clutter. It is that room that you don’t let guest see when they came over because you are just too embarrassed. It is that room that you always talking about how one day you are going to get in there and clean it up but you never seem to get around to it.  It is that room that when guest are looking through your house you tell them, “you don’t want to go in there- that room is a mess.”

Every church has one! Ours is in the Fellowship Hall. It is that room that no matter how often you clean it up, within hours junk starts showing up again and before long you can’t find what you are looking for and a little while later you can’t even get in there because of all the clutter that has been gathered.

Houses get clutter; churches get clutter; and our lives also get clutter. The problem with collecting clutter in our life is that it keeps us from being as close to God as we should be.

So today we want to examine our lives to see if they are full of clutter; what is the result of clutter; and what are we to do about it?   

Body:

1. My life is too cluttered if I am too busy to find time to meet with God.
Vs 4-6 I undertook great projects: I built houses for myself and planted vineyards, I made gardens and parks and planted all kinds of fruit trees in them. I made reservoirs to water groves of flourishing trees.

A. Solomon is saying that I kept myself busy.  In just these three verses he undertook, he built, he planted, he made gardens and parks, and he constructed reservoirs. Doing all those things don’t leave you much time for God.

B. We think in our minds, the busier the better. We have been raised up with the idea that idle time is the devil’s workshop. We praise people who are workaholics. 

C. But here is the problem- being real busy robs me of time with God. Psalm 46:10- Be still, and know that I am God. Slow down so that you can spend time with God. Find that balance between being busy and robbing time from God.

2. My life is too cluttered if I am driven by the desire to have more and more.

Vs 7- I bought male and female slaves and had other slaves who were born in my house. I owned more herds and flocks than anyone I Jerusalem before me. I amassed silver and gold for myself, and the treasure of kings and provinces.

A. You hear people say all the time: “I want my children to have all the things that I didn’t have when I was growing up.” The fallacy with that statement is that we assume having all those things is a good thing for my child.

B. To pursue things robs us of time with our family and it robs us of our time with God. Phil 3:4-7 If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eight day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews, in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless. But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.  
C. Paul cleaned the clutter out of life one day and found that more and more was not bringing him any closer to God.

D. If you are driven by the desire for “just a little bit more” than you have a cluttered life.

3. My life is too cluttered if I am seeking after pleasure because pleasure quickly passes and I need more and more.
Vs 8- I acquired men and women singers, and a harem as well- the delights of the heart.
A. The problem with pleasure is that we can not bottle it and keep it for long periods of time. It only last for a little while. The alcoholic drinks only for the pleasure of a little while. The drug addict only takes his pills for the pleasure of a little while. In both cases, the feeling quickly passes. So what has to happen so they can keep that pleasure feeling?  They have to keep seeking after pleasure.

B. Proverb 21:17- He who loves pleasure will become poor; whoever loves wine and oil will never be rich. Seeking after pleasure will clutter up your life and it will consume you and rob you of time with God.
C. If you are seeking after pleasure, you will neglect a whole lot of things to seek after pleasure. You hear wives say all the time: I can’t get him to fix anything around the house because he is always out on that golf course or out hunting something. And guys will say: she is never home, she is always out shopping.

4. My life is too cluttered if I can honestly say that my life controls me rather than I control my life.
Vs 10- I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refuse my heart no pleasure.
A. Solomon is saying that his life is out of control. I would never wanted to be the President of the United States and the number 1 reason why is because when you assume that position your life is out of control. What you do, what you say, where you go, when you go is dictated by your staff and your advisors. It is a life out of control for 4 years.

B. But there are some people, maybe even in this congregation today, whose lives have been out of control much longer than that. The alcoholic’s life may have been dictated by the bottle for more years than we want to count. The drug addict may have been controlled by their little pills for no telling how many years. And then there are the people who are always so busy that their life has controlled them.

C. Is your life out of control or do you control it?

5. People who lives are cluttered generally do not like their life.
Vs 17-18 So I hated life, because the work that is done under the son was grievous to me. I hated all the things I had toiled for under the son.
A. Solomon says I hate my life. And if you and I are honest with ourselves, we would probably agree that if our lives are cluttered that we don’t like our life’s either.

B. We probably all wish for a much simpler life. When Anne and I moved to the country one of the things that exited us was the possibility of a much slower pace of life. But I have learned it is not where you live but what you have on the inside of you that determines your pace in this life.

6. The cure for the cluttered life is to remove the clutter and let God in.
Psalm 46:10- be still, and know that I am God.

A. The truth is clutter in my life leaves no room for God. If I remove the clutter and don’t allow God to rule in my heart, the clutter will come right back. But if I will allow God to control my life, He will keep the clutter out.

Conclusion:

Our lives can easily become filled with clutter. Today, I invite you to the altar to ask God to remove the clutter and to take charge of your life. Will you come to the altar today?

