Will You Accept the Challenge
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Introduction:

We all hope that a big difference will occur in us between sunset on December 31st and sunrise on Jan 1st. If not, we wouldn’t go through all that trouble of making those New Year Resolutions- you know those annual resolutions we make to loose weight, to exercise more, to be wiser with our money, to spend more time with our family, to draw closer to God and to be more committed to our church. Why not venture into making some changes in our life; after all, it is a New Year filled with new possibilities, new hopes, new ideas and new dreams? 
For one day it seems like it doesn’t matter that we have made these same resolutions year in and year out and have never been successful in the past. This year we are telling ourselves it is going to be different. We don’t know why but we just feel this year could be different.
Well today I want to challenge you to really make this year different. And I believe it begins with an Old Testament Scripture that tells us how to really make a difference in our life.
Turn with me in your Bibles to:

Leviticus 6:12-13 (NIV) 
12 The fire on the altar must be kept burning; it must not go out. Every morning the priest is to add firewood and arrange the burnt offering on the fire and burn the fat of the fellowship offerings on it. 
13 The fire must be kept burning on the altar continuously; it must not go out. 

I believe that just as the priest had the responsibility to keep the fire burning on the physical altar and to never let it go out, you and I as New Testament priest have the responsibility to keep the spiritual fire burning on the altar of our hearts- to never let it go out. In other words, we have a responsibility before God to be on fire for Him. He tells us in the Book of Revelations be either hot or cold but not lukewarm but God prefers that we be hot for Him. 
And so I believe that this year could be different but it doesn’t depend upon me to be different because if it depended upon me to be different it would be the same old- same old. After all, I am like the leopard, I cannot change my spots.

Oh, but if I let the fire of God really burn in my heart this year, God can change me. After all, He is the one the Apostle Paul says makes all things new.
So the challenge is this: let the fire for God burn on the altar of your heart. And what I want to do this morning is to give you some help in keeping that fire burning.

Body:
1. I challenge you to keep the fire burning by seeing things that will happen to you in 2008 through your spiritual eyes.
Luke 24:30-32 (NIV) 
30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 
31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 
32 They asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?" 

A.  This is a familiar passage of Scripture about the two men on the road to Emmaus. Jesus after His death and resurrection visit these two men on the road but they do not recognized the Resurrected Savior. He talks with them about the Scriptures and He breaks bread with them and then the two men said something really interesting. "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?" 

B. And they are telling us something that really ought to excite us. When you see things through your spiritual eyes the fire in your heart burns brighter.
C. Things are going to happen to you in 2008. Some will be good! And some will be bad! But whatever it is- good or bad- you need to see it through your spiritual eyes. You will soon quickly discover that God is a lot more active in your life then you ever thought and you will be drawn a lot closer to God because the spiritual fires will be burning bright.
D. What does Satan do? He attempts to blind the eyes of the unbelieving. Why? Because he doesn’t want even a spark for God to start in the heart of the unbeliever. Satan knows if you can see with spiritual eyes it will get the fire burning.

E. In 2008, keep the fire burning by seeing things with your spiritual eyes. Don’t let the Satan throw a wet blanket over your heart’s fire by only seeing things through the world’s viewpoint. 
2. I challenge you to keep the fire burning by storing God’s Word away in your heart for those difficult times.
Jeremiah 20:8-9 (NIV) 
8 Whenever I speak, I cry out proclaiming violence and destruction. So the word of the LORD has brought me insult and reproach all day long. 
9 But if I say, "I will not mention him or speak any more in his name," his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. I am weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot. 

A. Jeremiah, the prophet of God, is saying to us that he wanted to call it quits. He was ready to pack it up and get out of the ministry. He was going through one of those difficult times in his life. You know what I am talking about because we all have them.

B. It one of those times that all the news I hear is bad news. It is one of those times that if anything else is added to my plate I will just scream. No more pressure, please! It is one of those times that I feel disconnected and all alone even though I may have a whole bunch of church friends.
C. I do know this that even the strongest of Christians can not help but be affected when they go through a difficult situation or a difficult time.  Jeremiah was there; he was ready to call it quits but then he says something very interesting. “His word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones.”
D. What will keep us from giving up ? A burning heart! A burning heart will keep you going when everything else says quit.  And how do you get that burning heart? By storing God’s Word in your heart in the good times. Putting God’s Word in your heart in the bad times even when you don’t feel like doing it. It is the Word of God that ignites a fire in your heart.
In 2008, hid God’s Word in your heart.

3. I challenge you to keep the fire burning in your heart by making the right choices through seeking God.
Psalms 39:1-3 (NIV) 
1 I said, "I will watch my ways and keep my tongue from sin; I will put a muzzle on my mouth as long as the wicked are in my presence." 
2 But when I was silent and still, not even saying anything good, my anguish increased. 
3 My heart grew hot within me, and as I meditated, the fire burned…

A.  David says that I am going to watch my ways; I am not going to go down the easy path simply because it is easy. I am not  going to go the road of the majority simply because every body else is on that road. David says that I am going to think about my actions and chose the right action.
B. David says that I am going to bridle my tongue. I am not going to gossip under the pretense that I want to tell you about so and so’s need. I am not going to gossip under the guise that I am just presenting a prayer request.
C. David says that I know taking the wrong path, I know that an uncontrolled tongue will put out the fire in my heart.  And he goes on to say that I don’t want to put out the fire because I need to seek you for the things that lie ahead for me.

D. I can tell you I have seen it in this church. You go down the wrong path; you realize it is the wrong path but you stay on that path and it will not be long before that fire grows dim in your heart. 

E. In 2008, make the decision to take the right paths and seek God. And if you happen to find yourself on the wrong path get off of it quickly.
Conclusion:

Another year is dawning. 2007 is exiting and 2008 is quickly approaching. In just a few hours we will have an opportunity for a New Beginning.
I challenge you to make this year:

A year of Spiritual Progress;

A year of praising God;

A year of proving that God can do the impossible;

A year of seeing the mercy of God in my life and showing the grace of God to others;

A year of service to my King; 

A year of really learning His Word;

A year that I really fall in love with God;

And a year that I don’t just talk about holiness but I practice holiness.

How does that happen? I must always keep the fire of God burning hot on the altar on my heart. Some of you today can not say that the fire of god is burning hot in your heart. I invite you to the altar and I ask you to pray that God will stoke that fire of your heart.
Today, if you don’t know Jesus there is no fire. Today, I invite you to the front to talk with one of our counselors about how to come to know Jesus. Let’s get that fire burning in your heart.

And finally, for those that can say the fire is presently burning in my heart. My word of caution is this: Be careful, pay close attention, and do not grow weary. It is so easy to forget about the fire and before long it too can grow dim.

Will you accept the challenge this year to keep the fire burning in your heart; to not let it go out?

Let us pray! 
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