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Introduction:

One of my little squirts is that I hate to go into a meeting with someone without knowing what the meeting is all about.

Anne, cannot take me somewhere to surprise me because I want to know where we are going before I get in to a car to go somewhere.

If you would call me on the phone and say Bro. Dave I need to talk with you, I am going to ask you what is going on? I want to get some idea what we are going to talk about even before we get together to talk about it. 

The truth is that I feel more comfortable when I feel I have some sense of control. When I go somewhere by car, I want to drive because it makes me feel more in control if I am driving. 
But the reality is that I am not in control and God reminds me in this passage of Scripture that I don’t control anything. Some of the problems you and I experience in our life is because we think we are in control or want to be in control and God shows us that we are not in control.
So in our passage of Scripture today, God is going to tell us why we are not in control and how we should live based upon the fact that we are not in control.

Body:
1. I am not in control because God has chosen to make life too complicated for me to understand it all.

Ecclesiastes 8:16-17: When I applied my mind to know wisdom and to observe man’s labor on earth- his eyes not sleeping night or day- then I saw all that God has done. No one can comprehend what goes on under the sun.

A. God had a choice to make life so very simple that everyone of us in this room could understand everything that happens to us or around us in this life; or, to make life so very complicated that no matter how much I tried to understand what in going on around me I come up unable to fully understand the events of life.

B. God chose to make life complicated. Even if I could stay up all day and night trying to think through and understand the events of life, I will still never be able to fully understand them.

2. I am not in control because God has chosen to use my lack of understanding to show me my dependence upon Him.

Vs 17- Ecclesiastes 9:1- Even if a wise man claims he knows, he cannot really comprehend it…what they do are in God’s hands.
A. If even the wisest of the wise can not comprehend all that life is about then it reveal to me my dependence upon someone greater than myself. It reveals my dependence upon God.
B. The people who don’t come to Christ have allowed themselves to be deceived by their own self talk or by Satan into believing that they are in control and know what is happening to them- that all that happens to them is within their control.
3. I am not in control because God has chosen to add a little mystery to life.

Ecclesiastes 9:1- So I reflected on all this and concluded that the righteous and the wise and what they do are in God’s hands, but no man knows whether love or hate awaits him.

A. Anne and I love to watch the re-runs of “Murder She Wrote” and “Diagnosis Murder” because both shows  are mysteries and you don’t really discover who did it still the very end and that keeps our attention.
B. The fact that God chose to add a little mystery to our life should not turn us away from God it should turn us toward God. Unfortunately, some of us don’t like how the mystery of life is going and turn away from God.
C. I love what Job response to his wife in Job 2:9-10. His wife said to him, Are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse God and die! He replied, “you are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble? 
D. We should not allow our troubles to turn us away from God. So the writer tells us how to live our lives knowing that we are not in control.
4. Because I am not in control, I need to make the most of my time because it is limited and uncertain.
Vs 2-4 All share a common destiny- the righteous and the wicked, the good and the bad, the clean and the unclean, those who offer sacrifices and those who do not… anyone who is among the living has hope-even a live dog is better off than a dead lion.

A. You and I may no want to face the idea that one day we might die but we all will die. Our time is limited.
B. But between now and then how much time will we waste. You hear stories all the time about family members going years without talking to one another. You hear of marriages where the couple have not gotten divorce but have separated from one another for years. The problem is that our time is uncertain.
C. Make the most of your time because it is limited and uncertain.

5. Because I am not in control, learn to make routine times of life special times.
Vs 7-8 Go, eat your food with gladness, and drink your wine with a joyful heart, for it is now that God favors what you do. Always be clothed in white, and always anoint your head with oil.

A. There is probably nothing more routine than eating and drinking. Most of us do it all the time even if we are not hungry. But he is telling us make it special. Eat with gladness; drink with a joyful heart.
B. This year we had our teacher appreciation banquet at Ole River Steakhouse in Tylertown. The food was very good but I enjoyed more the company. We had so much fun. We just laughed and laughed. It was a great time.

C. Whatever is routine in your life, turn it into something special.

6. Because I am not in control, learn to share my life with the person I married.
Vs 9- Enjoy life with your wife, whom you love all the days of this meaningless life that God has given you under the sun.

A. Because I am not in control, life does frustrate me. But God has given me someone to share my thoughts and feelings with- to make my life easier.
B. The number 1 complaint in many marriages is that we don’t talk. God gave us to each other to enjoy being with each other and we don’t talk.

C. How many times have you said, “I didn’t know that. I am married to him but you know more about him that I do.”

D. We just made life harder than it should be.

7. Because I am not in control, learn the value of hard work.

Vs 10- Whatever your hands finds to do, do it with all your might.
A. There is nothing more satisfying than a good hard days worth of work. Work is not a curse but a blessing from God.

Conclusion:

You and I are not in control, God is. If you have not given God control of your life, will you come to the altar and allow God to take control of your life.
