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Scripture Reading:

2 Corinthians 3:2-3 (NIV) 
2 You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by everybody. 
3 You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. 

Throughout the Bible, Christians have been compared to many things. We have been compared to branches. I am the vine, ye are the branches. We have been compared to salt. Ye are the salt of the earth. We have been compared to light. Ye are the light of the world. We have even been compared to sheep. My sheep know my voice.
In our passage today, we are compared to letters. Letters carry messages. There are letters of friendship; there are thank you letters; letters of congratulations and there are letters of condolences. Each one although different carries a message.

In our passage Paul says I have come across your path, imparted to you the things of God and now you our letters to the world concerning the things of God.
In much the same way, Mr. Howell has come across our path, imparted to us the things that he knew about God and living the Christian way and now we are his letters to the world concerning the things of God. 
And this morning as we lay him to rest I want to share with you some of the things he has written on our hearts; some of the letters that he has written.
1. He has written on our hearts that it is a beautiful and right to love your wife all the days of your life.

Ephesians 5:25 (NIV) 
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 

A.  Howell and Dorothy were married in Lake Charles, LA on                . That means that they have been married for             years. Rare by today’s standards!
B. In a day and time when it is not popular to go the distance, Mr. Howell went the distance. He loved Ms. Dorothy with all his heart and she gave that love right back to him.
C. If you wanted to see how marriage should work all you needed to do is spend time with Howell and Dorothy.  We all indeed hurt today- children, grandchildren, great grandchildren, family and friends but Ms Dorothy hurts even more because she has lost her soul mate. My prayers are with you, Ms. Dorothy.
2. He has written on our hearts the value of hard work.

Proverbs 14:23 (NIV) 
23 All hard work brings a profit…

A. I don’t know much about cows and I know even less about milking them but I would assume that it is hard work. Day in and day out twice a day Mr. Howell milked cows for           years. He wasn’t afraid of hard work.

B. Even when he earned the right to sit on his front porch and watch life pass him by; he couldn’t do that. Instead he would put on those overalls that he would always wear and get on that mower and cut grass. It was not an uncommon site to be driving down 48 and seeing Mr. Howell cutting grass.
C. He taught us the value of hard work. He couldn’t just sit there he had to be active. Retirement for him meant work: working around his place.
D. That’s why I think the past few months although it was difficult on his family I believe it was even more difficult for him. The man who had been active all his life no longer could be active.

3. He has written on our hearts that we can love unconditionally.
1 Corinthians 13:4-8 (NIV) 
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 
5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 
6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 
7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 

A. I believed that Mr. Howell had the ability to love each one of his children and his grandchildren unconditionally. I never noticed him to love one more than another.
B. I remember when Anne and I came up here to pastor this church in 1994; Howell and Dorothy took us into their heart and loved us like one of their children. Anne and I had gone through a lot of hurt prior to coming up here and the love that they showed us was exactly what we needed.
C. In all of the years I have known Mr. Howell I can never remember him having a harsh word to say about anybody.  If anyone could love unconditionally, it was Mr. Howell.

4. He has written on our hearts to let our yes be yes and our no be no.

Matthew 5:37 (NIV) 
37 Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No'…
 A. I have a feeling that when you kids were growing up and your daddy told you no there was no need to discuss the matter anymore with him. It was going to stay no.
B. By the same token, if he told you that he was going to do something he was going to do it.

C. That’s why even after you have grown up and have families of your own that you came back home to ask dad what he thinks because he was a trustworthy man. 
D. Mr. Howell was the type of man if it was right it was right and if it was wrong it was wrong. You know: what churches need are more men like that.
5. He has written on our hearts to love God and His church with all our heart.
Matthew 22:37-38 (NIV) 
37 Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 
38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 

A. I am not worried where Mr. Howell is today. His body is in that coffin but his soul and spirit is in the presence of Almighty God. It went to be with the Lord on October 9th, 2006. I can say that with confidence because he knew the Lord and loved him with all his heart.
B. Not only did he love the Lord, he loved the Lord’s church here at Bala Chitto. He served as a deacon since                 . 

C. Something as we grow older we resist change. As Bala Chitto started to grow over the past few years some Sunday morning somebody would be sitting in Mr. Howell’s seat it didn’t bother him. He was just so glad that the church was growing. You see he not only loved the Lord; He loved the Lord’s church.
D. He taught his family to love the Lord and love the Lord’s church. Today, do you love the Lord and the Lord’s church like he modeled for you?
Conclusion:
In conclusion, I have opened his letters and read them to you. Each one he has written on your hearts. Long after his body has placed in the ground, you will have those love letters to remember him by and you will have those love letters to share with your children and your children’s children.
When we talk about Mr. Howell let’s always remember that he loved the Lord and he loved the Lord’s church. One day, if you are Christian, he will be waiting for you at the Pearl Gates with that big Howell Spears smile on his faces. Until then let us draw comfort from one another and the peace of Almighty God.
Let us pray!
Graveside Words

I hold in my hand another letter; this one, a love letter from Jesus to us. It tells us not to worry where Mr. Howell is because there is placed called heaven with streets of gold and mansions and that is where you will find Mr. Howell now. He knew Jesus as his Savior and lived each day for him. 

It reassures us that in a time like this when our hearts have been shaken that the grave is not the end of the matter. It tells us the grave has no victory over the Christian.
In time of sorrow, Jesus love letter tells us to draw comfort from one another and the peace of God which passes all understanding.
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