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Introduction:

Remember when you and I were growing up that our favorite thing to do on Saturday morning was to watch all the cartoon shows. Cartoons in our day are nothing like they are today. We had the Road Runner, Mickey Mouse, Porky Pig, Tweedy Bird and Tom and Jerry. Today, they have blood and guts.

If you remember Tom was the cat and Jerry was the mouse. There was one of their episodes that stuck in my mind. Tom was walking along side a river dam when he notices a leak in the dam. He puts his hand there to stop the leak and another one starts. He then puts his other hand on that leak and another starts. He then uses one foot to stop the new leak and another starts. He then uses his other foot to stop that leak and there is a pause a few moments without any leaks. Then all of a sudden leaks pop up everywhere, the dam caves in on top of him, and water rushes everywhere.
Sometimes, I feel like Tom in that I don’t have enough arms and legs to plug up all the temptations I experience in my life. And as a result, we sometimes let temptations into our lives.  I want to share with you today, some common temptations we all let in and don’t think much about.
Body:

1. We all are tempted to neglect the unappreciated duties of life for the appreciated.
1 Samuel 2:17-20 (NIV)  

    This sin of the young men was very great in the Lord's sight, for they were treating the Lord's offering with contempt. 

    [18] But Samuel was ministering before the Lord--a boy wearing a linen ephod. [19] Each year his mother made him a little robe and took it to him when she went up with her husband to offer the annual sacrifice. [20] Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, saying, "May the Lord give you children by this woman to take the place of the one she prayed for and gave to the Lord." Then they would go home. 

A. Eli instead of working on children’s behavior to help them get their lives under control was out in the public eye blessing people. He chose to do the appreciated things over the unappreciated. He knew that the people would be appreciative of the blessing; he knew his children would be unappreciative of his discipline.

B. Eli’s children were out of control. But the temptation is to let it go because parenting is one of those unappreciated duties of life.

C. I don’t hear many children say to their mother or father after they have been spanked, “Thank you, mom or dad, I really needed that.” Instead, you might hear from your child, “I am not speaking to you ever again.” Parenting is unappreciated.
D. You hear stories all the time of people neglecting things around their own house to help other. Why? Because what I may need to do around my house may be unappreciated whereas what I do for you might be appreciated.

E. We are driven to neglect the unappreciated for the appreciated.

2. We all are tempted to handle God’s things with less care than we handle our things.
1 Samuel 2:13-16 (NIV)  

    Now it was the practice of the priests with the people that whenever anyone offered a sacrifice and while the meat was being boiled, the servant of the priest would come with a three-pronged fork in his hand. [14] He would plunge it into the pan or kettle or caldron or pot, and the priest would take for himself whatever the fork brought up. This is how they treated all the Israelites who came to Shiloh. [15] But even before the fat was burned, the servant of the priest would come and say to the man who was sacrificing, "Give the priest some meat to roast; he won't accept boiled meat from you, but only raw." 

    [16] If the man said to him, "Let the fat be burned up first, and then take whatever you want," the servant would then answer, "No, hand it over now; if you don't, I'll take it by force." 

A. We all know people who don’t treat the stuff that you loan them with the same respect that they treat their own stuff.
B. We have a tendency to treat with less care things that belong to others. We not only do that with our family and neighbors but we also do that with God. Eli’s sons were not handling the things of God the way that they should. They were actually handling them with a great amount of contempt.

C. We do the same thing: we sign up to teach a Sunday school class- we either don’t show up or we come ill prepared to teach it. We take our Bibles after Sunday’s service, put them on our tables, and don’t pick them up again to next Sunday morning. We tell people we will pray for them and never do.

D. We don’t handle God’s stuff the way that we should.
3. We are all tempted to find only about the negative in a situation and neglect seeing the positive.
1 Samuel 2:17-18 (NIV)  

    This sin of the young men was very great in the Lord's sight, for they were treating the Lord's offering with contempt. 

    [18] But Samuel was ministering before the Lord--a boy wearing a linen ephod. 
A. There are some people who can not find good in a situation. They can only find the bad. They don’t talk about the good; they only talk about the bad. 

B. Our writer reminds us that even in the worse situation we can still see the good if we look hard enough for it.  Eli’s sons were treating God with contempt but Samuel was ministering before the Lord. Despite the situations and times being mad; there was still some good in it.

C. I don’t care how bad your situation might be, there is some good that you should find in it if you look hard enough.

D. You recently lost a love one there is some good in that situation. You are battling cancer there is some good in it. If you don’t believe that you don’t believe the Bible. 

Romans 8:28 (NIV)  

    And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.
4. We are all tempted to let something go until we feel pressured to do something about it.

1 Samuel 2:22-23 (NIV)  

    Now Eli, who was very old, heard about everything his sons were doing to all Israel and how they slept with the women who served at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. [23] So he said to them, "Why do you do such things? I hear from all the people about these wicked deeds of yours. 
A. Eli worked at the Temple with his children. He saw first hand all that they did. But it was not what he saw that caused him to take action. Rather it was the pressure others were putting on him that caused him to act. Look it says he “heard about everything his sons were doing,” and “I heard from the people.” There is no mistaking it. It was the people who forced him into action.
B. A lot of us don’t do what we have to do until we are pressured to do it. The drug or alcoholic won’t admit that there is a problem until they feel like they are in a corner with no way out. 

C. Many people won’t work on their taxes until their extension deadline is about ready to run out and they feel that pressure.

D. When the pressure builds that is when we are moved to action.

5. We are all tempted to reject sound advice when it goes against what we want to do.
1 Samuel 2:25 (NIV)  

    If a man sins against another man, God may mediate for him; but if a man sins against the Lord, who will intercede for him?" His sons, however, did not listen to their father's rebuke, for it was the Lord's will to put them to death. 

A. Eli just gave his sons some good advice. If you sin against God who is going to intercede on your behalf?  They rejected it because they wanted to do what they wanted to do.
B. When we are off in the wilderness doing our thing we generally will reject the sound advise of those trying to help us.
6. We are tempted to believe that God is not near during a difficult time but He is right there.

1 Samuel 2:26 (NIV)  

    And the boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor with the Lord and with men. 
A. It is tempting to think during the difficult times of life that God is nowhere to be found. But Samuel reminds you and I that He is right there.

B. In the midst of your troubles I want you to find God because He is right there.

Conclusion:

We all allow temptation to sneak into our lives maybe even because we are too busy fighting other temptations. 

Maybe today you need God’s help to fight one of the temptations that we spoke about. If you do I welcome you to come to our altar and talk with Jesus.

